
 

   

 

      

  

      

             

        

 
 

 
 

 
 

PNGMS and LCMS Relationship 

(John Mehl) 
Successful partnerships find their  
basis in common goals, great  
communication, and trust. These  
elements are present in the relationship 
between the PNGMS and LCMS World Mission. 
PNGMS is different from some other mission societies 
in that its members are almost all former missionaries 
with extensive experience in the field. Members know 
what the challenges were, and are willing to listen to 
what the present-day challenges are. I pray that at the 
same time, the PNGMS understand that LCMS World 
Mission is listening to what the former missionaries 
have to say. The September trip made to Enga by 
Timothy Quill and me would have been impoverished 
if it had been made without Mary Anne and Ron Rall. 
Someone on the field could have translated words into 
English, but Ron and Mary Anne translated culture as 
well. Maybe even more important was the image of 
former missionaries standing with present day mission 
representatives. I can't help but believe that this looked 
like a bridge between past and present, and spoke 
volumes in response to the repeated requests of church 
and government representatives to "return to Enga." 
The fact that Harvey and Norita Kath will be going to 
TLS to teach and the Schaches to build is already seen 
as a response to the GLC's request to the LCMS.  It is 
my prayer that we can work as one and provide a 
united mission effort in PNG with common goals, 
great communication, and trust.¶ 
 

“Liklik Samting i Bikepla Samtig” – Part 1 

“A Little Effort Brings Big Results” is beginning to 
happen! (Harvey Kath) 
 

LCMS representatives Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill and 
Rev. John Mehl, with Ron and Mary Anne Rall were 
in PNG for three weeks of Aug.-Sept. John Mehl 
announced the LCMS will work with Bishop 
Nicodemus Aiyene for GLC work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harvey & Norita Kath have been asked to go to 
Timothy Lutheran Seminary (TLS), Birip, for three 
tasks in 2012: 

1. Assist the TLS teachers; 
2. Conduct workshops for pastors and evangelists;  and  
3. Assist the GLC to open four Bible Schools. 
 

1. Timothy Lutheran Seminary 

• Encourage the teachers in their work. They stayed 
on campus even when TLS was not in operation. 

• Student class materials: Print more of the materials 
that several PNGMS members worked into word 
documents.  

• Explore the possibility of sharing class materials 
with the Pidgin English seminaries at Ogelbeng 
and Finschhafen. 

 

2. Workshops for Pastors and Evangelists 

� Society Members: We need materials: Holi 
Komunion, Stuadsip, God i Kolim Yumi Stretpela 
(Justification), Holi Spirit (Wok Bilong Em), 
Presen Bilong Holi Spirit (Gifts), Pasin Bilong 
Lotu (Liturgy), and others. Take your pick! 

Contact Ron Rall; he will get you started preparing 
them.  rallpela@sbcglobal.net 

 

3. Ol Baibel Skul 

• Four Bible Schools need to be opened again: 
Yaramanda, Laiagam, Kopiago, Munduku (Sepik). 
We will work with Bishop Nic and the Region 
Presidents. 

 

LCMS Partnering 
 

Rev. Dr. Tim Quill, Overseas Theological Education, 
phoned Harvey to discuss the three tasks outlined 
above for coordination and support. Rev. John Mehl 
emailed that some LCMS financial help has been sent 
for TLS to the end of 2011; and he will seek finances 
for Jan.-June 2012 outside the budget.¶ 
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“Let us return and visit the Brothers … where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing”.  Acts 15:36 

Peoria, IL is a possibility for the 2013 Bung!!! 



 

 

 

“Liklik Samting i Bikepla Samtig” – Part 2 
“A Little Effort Brings Big Results” is beginning to 
happen! (Roy Schache) 
 

In 2009, PNGMS decided to send Roy & Judy 
Schache to the GLC to work at Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary (TLS), Birip.  After 7 weeks of work and 
about $18,000.00, the Schaches had repaired and 
repainted all the classrooms, the chapel, the 
administration/library building, the single and married 
dormitories, repaired/prepared a missionary house for 
expatriate occupation, and repaired and replaced 
several water tanks.  Since this time, the students have 
started to return to studies at TLS and teaching and 
classes have been progressing to such a point that 
more dormitory rooms are needed.  Also, Mavis 
Hermann excited her congregation to the point of 
supplying two new plastic water tanks for TLS. 
On January 26, 2012, the Schaches will return to TLS 
and begin the construction of a new 8-unit married 
student dormitory, and if time permits and funds 
available, start the erection of a suitable 
shower/laundry building.  Roy has already begun 
communicating with TLS representatives to expedite 
the delivery and purchase of some local building 
materials.  Dan Trinklein, who has enthused his 
family, has greatly supported the fund raising for the 
new projects and will also be going to assist with the 
erection of the buildings. 
This is an exciting time.  LCMS is supportive of the 
PNGMS efforts and you too can get involved. Please 
use the attached form to offer financial assistance not 
only for the building projects, but also for other 
projects undertaken by PNGMS for the Lutherans of 
PNG.¶  
 

50 YEARS IN IPILI LANGUAGE AREA  
(Bob Holst) 
Beginning in 1948, LCMS and Australian expatriate 
missionaries as well as coastal New Guinean 
evangelists worked faithfully and creatively among 
Enga speaking people in an area ranging from 
Yaramanda to Muritaka.  In 1962, the Australian  
Government de-restricted the Ipili speaking area west 
of Enga.  Expatriates could now enter the area as 
missionaries, traders, scholars and geologists.  
Inhabited by an estimated 4000 to 6000 people, the 
areas were labeled the Porgera and Paiela.  Although 
the Ipili language proved to be related to Enga, the two 
languages were mutually unintelligible and the 
cultures were significantly different. As one example, 
 
 

 
 
the Ipili did not have a “Te” pig exchange and, as  
another, panning for gold freed Ipili people from 
viewing missionaries as an important economic force. 
  

When the Ipili areas were derestricted in mid-1962, 
Missionary Ob Spruth was serving in the Papyuku 
area.  He and Enga evangelists hiked through the “un-
chartered” Ipili area, sharing the Gospel and 
establishing several evangelistic stations with the help 
of bi-lingual Ipili interpreters.  When Pastor Spruth 
went on furlough, Ed Dicke continued his service at 
Wapenmanda but also accepted interim responsibility 
for the Ipili work.  In September 1963, he introduced 
Bob Holst to the area through an extended “wokabot.”  
Bob, Lynne and son Mark became the LCMS first 
resident missionaries in the area in Oct. 1963. Soon 
and in coming years other missionaries and often 
spouses followed.  Teachers, Dale Busse, Mark 
Heidorn, and Paul Vollrath; Pastors Harvey Kath, 
Warren Arndt, Ron Rall, Randy Benscoter and Terry 
Borchard.  Nurse Ruth [nee Fedder] Mueller, linguist 
Frances Ingemann and builders Bob Kroenke and Roy 
Schache all supported God’s work in diverse and 
important ways.  Pastor Terry Borchard with his over 
four-decade ministry has provided both the creativity 
and the stability for the Ipili Lutherans, including 
blessing all Christians in the area with the translation 
and publication of New Testament in the Ipili 
language.   He continues translation and theological 
work today.  On the indigenous side, in 1966, a young 
man named Pes and his wife Kiwana were the first 
Ipili baptized.  Pastor Pes and his wife continue to 
serve the Lord and the church faithfully at Mungulepe. 
  

May this brief note elicit information and ideas from 
you on how meaningfully to praise God for the work 
with the Ipili people.  In fifty years they moved from a 
rather isolated linguistic, cultural and spiritual 
environment to an era where one of the largest gold 
mines in the world brings well educated as well as 
nefarious expatriate and indigenous people to the area 
to work.  The Ipili people are now exposed to many of 
the virtues and vices of our contemporary global 
village. Could our expatriate efforts to remember and 
celebrate help the people there also recognize and 
celebrate how God our help in ages past is always our 
hope for years to come as our Lord and Savior?  We 
seek your ideas on how decently, in order and 
meaningfully to mark fifty years of ministry with the 
Ipili.  Start now with your personal plans to share 
memories and pictures.¶ 
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“Let us return and visit the Brothers … where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are doing”.  Acts 15:36 
 



 

 
 

 

INVENTORY OF ARTIFACTS 
(Mary Anne Rall and Bob Holst) 
 

The people gathered at the PNGMS bung in St. Louis 
and the board of directors have asked us to determine 
if there is interest and commitment for developing a 
significant collection in one place (or a few places?) of 
PNG artifacts.   We ask two primary questions: 
  

First, are you willing to donate some artifacts for a 
common collection? 
Second, if so, what are you willing to donate? 
  

Although those are the primary questions, it may be 
helpful to know when you might be willing to release 
the items.   We know that some of you have already 
given items to museums.  Please, tell us where you 
gave the materials, what you gave and briefly describe 
the process.  If we cannot have a united collection it 
would be good to know and have an index where 
individuals have placed items.  If there are significant 
numbers and quality of items, we would first search 
for a location at a LCMS site, but if that is not 
possible, we will look at secular sites.  
  

We, as expatriate missionaries to Papua New Guinea, 
were blessed with historic opportunities legally to 
collect everyday clothing, bilums, water containers, 
arm-bands, head dress, bows, arrows, spears and other 
items from the people of New Guinea.  Due to cultural 
and economic change in PNG, many of those common 
items are now of historical interest and scholarly 
significance.  I (Bob Holst) feel that there are quality 
artifacts amongst us that far exceed the quality of some 
displayed in public places¶. 
  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Secondary School Report 

Two Years at Pausa, ( Todd Luedtke) 
 

The last two years as principal at Pausa in 2010 and 
2011 were a serious challenge always informed and 
empowered by the presence of the Holy Spirit.   
Through church synod gatherings, baptisms, mega-
worship services with LCMS guests, politics between 
two competing bishops, student fights, a burning 
dormitory, a new concrete walkway, a new library, a 
new friendship with Singapore American School and 
an outstanding Cultural Show in June, 2011, God 
blessed St. Paul’s with His Spirit, strength, power and 
guidance through His very real presence. 
 

Some of the Positives: 
 

1. Almost K 400,000.00 in outstanding bills was 
completely paid off. 

 
 

2. Worship celebrations on Friday nights flourish, 
and students and faculty attend multiple worship 
services on Saturday and Sunday. 

3. A new wall was constructed in front of the main 
line of classrooms and over K 200,000.00 worth 
of infrastructure repairs were completed. 

4. A new library was completed structurally and 
filled with books from Singapore, the USA and 
old Pausa library books.  Many Lutheran 
Primary schools throughout Enga also received 
thousands of books for their 
libraries/classrooms. 

5. A unique friendship over the past 18 months 
with Singapore American School resulted in an 
excellent Cultural Exchange Day in June of 
2011 and new library resources.   

 

Some of the Challenges: 
 

1. Teacher and student discipline needs continual 
improvement.  

2. Campus infrastructure needs continual attention, 
especially the mess, the dorms, the new standby 
generator and additional buildings. 

3. Trust, collaboration and an attitude of service 
need to be continually fostered.  Politics within 
the school, with landowners, within and without 
the Gutnius Lutheran Church and with 
provincial government officials is a major 
challenge to the school’s administration. 

 

Hopes and Dreams 
 

Full build out to a quality campus for 5-6 million kina 
includes a chapel expanded to fit 1000 students, eight 
new faculty homes, six to seven new classrooms, two 
new boy’s dorms, a renovated mess, a renovated clinic 
and APO home, a new front gate with possible 
renewed segments of the roadside fence and a 
completely outfitted computer lab and internet facility.  
 

The picture below shows 
decorated students during 
the June 2011 Pausa Show. 
 

For more pictures and 
information please look up 
the St. Paul’s website at 
www.stpaulspausapng.org 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 

Since 1948 until now, 1970 person-years have been 
logged on the PNG Mission Field, and 122 mission 
families were on the field during 1969. 
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REPAIRING THE BANIS 

(Ron Rall) 
 

One of the continuing needs of the GLC is in-service 
training for our evangelists and pastors.  Many of them 
are older and they are not well prepared to deal with 
the challenges of false prophets and teachers that seem 
to be everywhere in PNG these days.  I had the 
opportunity to do a 2-day workshop at Birip (87 in 
attendance), and one-day workshops at Papayuku 
(90+), Sirunki (60+), Pogera (50+), and Yaramanda 
(100+).  There was great enthusiasm for these 
discussions on the topics “Wokman Bilong God” and 
“Wok Bilong Holi Spirit”.  There is great confusion 
among the clergy and church leaders about some of 
these doctrinal issues, so it is no wonder that false 
teachers and so-called prophets easily lead the 
Christians astray.  All of the participants said that this 
kind of workshop should occur in every circuit so that 
church leaders have a firm grasp on Lutheran theology 
and are more competent to refute the false ideas that 
continue to crop up like weeds in the garden of God.  I 
continually used the analogy of the garden and the 
importance of the banis to keep out the wild pigs that 
destroy gardens.  It is the primary task of the pastors 
and the evangelists and especially the bishops to 
ensure that the banis remains strong.  In many areas it 
has fallen into disrepair and so the garden has been 
ravaged.  We can all pray that this important work of 
strengthening our pastors and evangelists can continue 
to the glory of God and the good of His Church.¶ 
 

PNGMS Board of Directors 2012 
 

President: Roy Schache, schache@embarqmail.com 
Pres. Elect: Mary Anne Rall, rallpela@sbcglobal.com 
Secretary: Harvey Kath, harvey.kath@arvig.net 
Treasurer: Jeanne Dicke, jmdicke@live.com 
Project Coord:  Harvey Kath, harvey.kath@arvig.net 
Members: Earl Bracewell, ewbracewell@clear.net 
Bob Holst, holst@csp.edu 
Rachel Dvorak, rpdvorak@frontiernet.net 
Norita Kath, hnkath@unitelc.com 
Todd Luedtke, tluedtkepng@gmail.com 
Jan Luedtke, janl32246@gmail.com 
Dan Trinklein, diggerdan@tampabay.rr.com 
Honorary Member:  Bill Burce, wburce@wwt.net 
 

Congratulations to Todd and Janet Luedtke and Dan 

Trinklein for accepting to be the newest PNGMS 

Board members. 

 

 

 

 
 

IN REMEMBRANCE (July – Dec, 2011) 
 

Ted Westerman: (d.7/7/11) 1965-‘68 
Joseph Neubcher: (d. 9/13/11) 1958-‘63 
Charles (Chuck) Rivers: (d. 9/19/11) 1955-‘57 
William (Woody) Woodburn: (d. 10/15/11) 1969-‘73 
Dennis Feist: (d. 10/30/11) 1964-‘81 
Ian Horsfield: (d. 11/28/11) 1969-‘72 
 
IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Dorothy Degnitz – recently returned from the Holy 
Land and was hospitalized with, blood clots, stroke, 
and poor vision. 
Kathryn Prange (nee Hintze) – rare form of cancer. 
 

The December LCMS “Pray For Us” calendar 
focuses on PNG/GLC December16-31, 2011. 

 
FROM THE PRESIDENT (Roy Schache) 
 

PNGMS has been blessed with excellent leadership 
through Burce, Holst, Bracewell and Kath at the helm 
to guide the ship smoothly on its journey.  Well!  The 
new captain for 2012 is a novice and hasn’t completed 
his apprenticeship as yet. 
 

So if the journey this year seems rougher and the 
waters are a little murky, please hold-on, the “old” 
captains still have their hand on the helm and we’ll get 
there together. 
 

Thank you for having the confidence, trust, and 
patience in my abilities. 
 
KEEPING TRACK OF THE LUEDTKES 
 

It turns out God has new plans for Jan and Todd.  
Having just returned from PNG, Dr. Alan Schmidt 
(Founding Head of School of Concordia Shanghai) has 
contacted us to help out at a new international school 
in ShenZhen, China, north of Hong Kong.  We move 
to ShenZhen in January for six months as Head of 
School and Curriculum Trainer at Buena Vista 
Concordia International School.  
http://www.bcis.net.cn/ 
God bless always.  Todd and Jan. 
 

The PNGMS Board wishes 

everyone a very MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and a healthy and 

Blessed NEW YEAR. 
 

“For unto you is born … a Savior, Christ the Lord”
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PNGMS BUNG 2011   (Mary Anne Rall) 
 

The 2011 PNGMS Bung in St. Louis July 29-30, was a huge success 
with about 75 in attendance.   A highlight of the gathering was the 
presence of 6 of our PNG brothers:  Ezekiel Peter, Jacob Luke, Governor 
Peter Ipatas, Dian Roo (center four) and two other Government officials.  
We were privileged to hear the state of the country and the Gutnius 
Lutheran Church from their perspective.  All expressed their gratitude for 
the firm foundation they received at St. Paul’s Lutheran High School and 
their gratitude for all the missionaries who served in various capacities in 
PNG.  All of the men expressed a desire to attend bungs in the future and 

their hope that the PNGMS would continue in its support of the church in PNG, both financially and 
through the sending of support staff/missionaries.   
They were very grateful for the upcoming visits of John Mehl (LCMS Asia Director), Ron and Mary Anne 
Rall, Harvey and Norita Kath, and Roy and Judy Schache.  They also expressed the desire for more 
permanent staff in the areas of education and theological training.  The gathering was also blessed by the 
attendance of Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, Rev. John Mehl and Rev. David Birner from the LCMS Board for 
Missions. 
As usual, many friendships were made and renewed at the bung, family pictures were shared and pictures from 
the “old” days were shown.  Leroy Eckert, a former missionary translator who suffered a stroke just before our 
last St. Louis bung, made a surprise appearance—it was great to see Lois and Leroy!  Perhaps most importantly, 
bonds were strengthened and plans were made to continue the PNGMS support of the Gutnius Lutheran Church. 
With God’s help, we will do it!  The offerings received at the bung were a true expression of the depth of our 
commitment to continue in the partnership of the Gospel with our GLC brothers and sisters. 
 
------------- Please remove lower portion and mail with your check to PNGMS ------------- 

PNGMS, P. O. Box 28356, Oakdale MN 55128-0356 

Liklik Samting I Bikpela Samting 
 

Yes. I/We will help support the Timothy Lutheran Seminary operation and ongoing renovations. 
Enclosed is my contribution of $_______ PNGMS will acknowledge your tax-deductible donation. 

Your name:________________________________________________________________ 

Your Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Your city, state, and zip: _____________________________________________________ 
 

I/We would like to support the TLS building project through: 

�  One-time enclosed Gift     �    Prayers 
       

Portion of the project (8-unit dormitory)   Other projects are Ablution Blocks, Mess Hall, and more dormitories 

�   Lumber  …………………………. $15,000.00 �   Roofing Materials  ……………...……… $1,200.00 

�   Electrical Wire and Fixtures  ……....$1,750.00 �   Building sand mix  ………………………$1,000.00 

�   Portland Cement (bags)  ……….…. $   450.00 �   Nails and Fasteners  ……………………. $1,250.00 

�   Laborers & Carpenters  ………….. $10,000.00 �   Louver frames and glass  ………………. $   400.00 

�   Security Mesh and Locksets  ……... $1,250.00 �   Transportation  (materials) ………….…. $5,000.00 

�   Flooring (2 levels) .………….…….. $4,000.00 �   Exterior Wall sheeting  …..…………….  $2,600.00 
�   Pipe stumps  …………………….… $3,000.00 �   Water Tank  …………………………….. $2,750.00 

�   Furniture/bedding   ……….……….. $1,000.00 �   Paint (and misc.)  .…………………..….. $2,000.00  

�   Interior Sheeting  ………………..… $2,250.00 �   Pastor/Evangelist workshops (Travel)….. $1,500.00 

�   Pastor Workshop Materials ……….  $   750.00 �   Other (general operations, administrative)…………. 

 

 


