
 

  

 

      

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

     

     

       

 
 

 

PO Box 28356, Oakdale, MN. 55128-0356 

 

 

PNGMS Bung, 2013 
Now is the time to include our upcoming PNG Bung, July 

26-28, this year at Peace Lutheran Church in Monroe, 

Washington, just 45 minutes north of Seattle.  Joe and 
Linda Herman will be our hosts.  More information will 

follow as details and the program of events are worked 
out.  Watch your email or snail mail. 
 
  Holst Returns to Ipili 

 
 

   

 

Report from Bob Holst - Return to the Porgera 
      A grant from a foundation to Concordia University, St. 
Paul, enabled me to return in Nov. and Dec, 2012, to gather 
oral history of some Ipili memories.  I treasure and have 
written some of my many memories in PNG and I enjoy the 
memories of others who served there.  However, I longed to 
know what the Ipili thought of their past fifty years.   It was 
good to be back.  Visually, after fifty years, the Porgera 
mountains, valleys and rivers still shine with the awesome 
beauty of God’s creation.  Mt. Paiama still stands solid like 
Gibraltar and Mt. Asianda soars like a mighty monument 
wrapped with a halo of clouds.  The Porgera River continues 
to hide gold to be found by individual searchers but the 
circumstances of the Ipili’ s lives have changed dramatically 
since 1963 when Lynne, our son Mark, and I moved to 
Yuyane.  As you know, with Ipili interpreters, Ob Spruth 
[Papyuku], Ed Dicke [Kumbasakama] and several Enga 
evangelists started the mission outreach in the Porgera and 
Paiela, de-restricted by the Australian government in 1962.    
      My time in the highlands in 2012 was divided between 
Birip and Mungulepe.  Judy and Roy Schache were gracious 
hosts and caregivers at Birip.  Pastor and Mrs Pes Ivi opened 
their home (built by Bob Kroenke about ’66 for Priscilla  and 
Mark Heidorn) and hearts for me in the Porgera.   Pastor Pes  
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Leaders at Mungulepe.  In front of Bob is pastor Pes Ivi and his wife 
Kiwana, the first two Ipili baptized. Bob stayed with them in their house 
[originally Heidorns’ house]. At far left is Yapara who often carried Bob 
&Lynn’s son Tom back and forth from Yuyane to the airstrip in her bilum.  

and Kiwana live in the beautiful Mungulepe station first developed by Mark and Pris and now given meticulous care by the 
pastoral couple, their congregation and many friends. The compound with church, parsonage, office and some lesser buildings 
shines with many bright flowers. It is surrounded by trees planted by the visionary Pastor Pes so that there will never be lack of 
firewood and there will be lumber whenever a new church might be needed.  Vibrant and ambitious Kiwana has many 
gardens. Pes is a great cook and we even munched some ripe, sweet “Heidorns’” blackberries growing near the house.   
      Formal interviews at Birip and Mungulepe provide the heart of my official report but casual conversations ranging from 
the Governor of the Enga Province to a drunk in the Porgera market gave me context and color. Sadly, I did not get to the 
Paiela although I talked with people from the Paiela at Birip, Mungulepe and the Porgera markets. (continued on following pages) 
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I hesitate to share my impressions because my visit was so short; 
my information and insights are limited.  Yet, hopefully my 
observations, even if naïve, can stimulate PNGMS debate to 
encourage our continued prayer and care for God’s mission there.I 
had interviews either in Pidgin or in Ipili with a Pidgin interpreter.  I 
was surprised at how much of my Ipili came back.  The people were 
delighted – and amused - when I tried to speak Ipili with them on 
my walks on the roads by Mungulepe.   
      To be concise, government, God and gold radically changed 
life in the Porgera.  Tribal government changed in 1962 and 
government changed again in 1975 from a derestricted United 
Nations Trust Territory to an independent nation. There is pride at 
being an independent nation but also frustration that the wealth 
and great natural resources of the nation do not seem to serve well 
the isolated areas.  Many think that independence came too 
fast.  Some remember chopping up the new flag on Independence 
Day.  They remember the Australians’ rule in the Porgera and 
Paiela as a time of honest law and order.  People who committed a 
crime were properly punished.  They think that that doesn’t always 
happen now.  They also recall being treated as slaves [their term] 
before independence.  “There was no pay; we were imprisoned.” 
They recall being forced to work on the Porgera airstrip and even 
had to provide their own food. They remembered how the army 
had some of its food dropped from airplanes before the airstrip 
was completed.  Some of the rice, canned fish and other supplies 
would land in the bush but the Kiap demanded all be returned to 
the army. The Kiap shot a pig of one man who ate some of the 
food.  “You stole my food so I eat your food!”   
      I recall vividly the tragic death at the airstrip of Andamasa, a 
young Yuyane school boy.  I have written my memory of the event 
and now I heard a cousin tell the family side of the story. After the 
death, beside the deep grief, fear of and anger at the army gripped 
the family.  Yet they feared saying anything because they might get 
shot or go to prison. [They had reason to fear.  I remembered that 
right after the tragedy the Kiap asked me for regular radio reports 
and said that if the people didn’t “settle down he would come out 
[to Yuyane] with guns.”  Harvey and Norita Kath were at the airstrip 
house at the time and they also remember it as a tense time.]  The 
cousin reported that eventually, the government gave the family 
some pigs and rice.  
      Of greatest interest for me was to learn how the Gospel had 
touched the lives of the people.  My report is limited in the sense 
that I was remembered as a missionary and, except for at the 
market and schools, talked with people who were identified as 
Christians.  I don’t know what the non-Christians think.  I saw a 
vibrant church at Mungulepe.   The church building was full on 
Sunday morning and Pastor Pes conducted morning devotions for a 
few every other day. All was in Ipili.  A young man named Solomon 
led dynamic singing [with guitar] and Sunday School worship using 
Ipili, Enga, Pidgin and even English Biblical readings, references and 
discussion.   Pastor Pes studied his Ipili New Testament every 
day.  Solomon was thrilled when I gave him my English 
translation.   There are Enga church worship services nearer the 
gold mine and Enga and Pidgin seem to be the dominant languages 
there, at least in the markets. 
      The school at Yanjkal [the Porgera Lutheran church spelling of 
the school near the former airstrip site] appears to be doing well. I 
approached the administration and asked for essays on family  
history from the upper grades. I wanted the students to interview 
parents or grandparents on memories of how life in the Porgera    
has changed. The eighth graders were taking a test so they could     

not participate but I got 55 papers from the seventh graders. Fifty 
were in English and five in Pidgin. The essays are fascinating and I 
plan to bring some to our Seattle bung; some things reported are 
insightful and unknown to me. Other things indicate that the 
student or the family is wrong on the history of the Ipili. For 
example, some wrote that the missionaries came before the 
Australian army.  
      I experienced great Christian love. People are happy to be 
Christians.   Not only was I welcomed as a guest but every day 
other people came to the house.  Pastor Pes prepared generous 
meals for so many of us.   Pastor Pes and others talked openly 
about former animistic faith and rituals.  For many, traditional 
spiritual “taboos” - so important in the ‘60’s- are gone and seem to 
be forgotten by the young.  Husband, wife and children now feel 
free to live in the same house.  People said, “We no longer sacrifice 
pigs so that our wives will have babies, our pigs will have piglets 
and our gardens will grow.”  The Christian faith removed fear of 
evil spirits but I was pleasantly surprised to learn that the gift of 
prayer drew some to Christianity. “Before we feared our gods; now 
we talk to God.” Pre-Christian prophecies and stories are often 
interpreted as preparing the Ipili for the Gospel.  People compared 
some of the pre-Christian stories and prophecies to the work of 
John the Baptist.   All seemed to believe, “God was with us before 
the missionaries came but so was Satan.  The missionaries taught 
us what was of God and what was of Satan.”  There is pain over 
divisions in the GLC, the destruction of Porgera and Paiela churches 
and the multiplication of sects. A pleasant surprise came from 
many references to Hewa Christians.  I remember on our second 
trip to the Hewa we placed two evangelists who quickly left.  The 
third trip we took four evangelists but one walked back with us. I 
now learned that Hewa Christians have studied at Birip.  Some have 
lived and served as pastors among the Ipili as well as the Hewa.    
      One place the Christian faith has not had an impact is the Ipili 
tradition of “Maku,”  “Payback” seems stronger and even more 
irrational.  I was told of a man who was drunk, stole a vehicle, 
crashed it and was killed.  His tribe is now demanding payback from 
the owner of the stolen vehicle.  In the past fifteen years, thirteen 
Porgera Lutheran churches and three Paiela churches were burned 
in tribal conflicts.  Yuyane, where we lived, was completely 
destroyed two years ago. It had had two or three large school 
buildings, a church, parsonage, and several teachers’ homes.  All 
were built of sawed lumber, iron roofs and wooden floors.  Much 
of it was built by Bob Kroenke, I think.  All are gone.  Even the 
burned roofing iron is gone.    
      I also grieve over what I heard about Tamangale.  The area 
holds a special place in my memory because Lynne, our two sons 
and I camped in a tent there for about two weeks helping prepare 
the people for the first baptism.  We got to know some people and 
their faith well.  Later a man named Maliso became the pastor 
there.  As a little boy he had fallen out of a tree and permanently 
had a bad limp.  Nevertheless, as a young man, he walked with me 
at least once and maybe all three times on our long hikes through 
the Hewa area.  In Oct., 2012, enemies came to attack 
Tamangale.  People told me that Maliso approached them and said, 
“I am an old man. If you must kill someone, kill me.  Leave the 
others.”  Tragically, they did kill him and two others.  I wanted to 
visit Tamangale but people told me that would not be wise – and I 
realized that until I could adjust to the altitude I would not be able 
to hike down the valley and up the steep mountain paths to get 
there – and maybe I would need younger legs!   
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Often I was humbled by Ipili stories and memories.  As an 
example, in one sermon at Mungulepe I told how on one trip in 
the Hewa, a tribe was suffering a famine.  We were about a one 
day walk to a Paiela tribe so we left our bag of rice and the 
canned fish with the people.  We would go a day without 
food.  However, when we got to the Lagaipa River a young Hewa 
tested the long vine bridge. He warned that it was 
unsafe.  Suddenly it collapsed before he got off it but fortunately 
the afternoon noon rains had not yet begun. The river was not yet 
swollen so he fell on some rocks.  Rebuilding the bridge stranded 
us for two days without food.  I used it as an example of how the 
Ipili cared to share the Gospel even with traditional 
enemies.  Then I met Yapara.   She hugged me and wept.  I was 
reminded  that she had often carried our infant son Thomas in her 
bilum to and from Yuyane and the Yenjakati airstrip.   She also 
told how her husband and she became missionaries to the Hewa. 
Once they decided to bring a bright young Hewa back to the 
Porgera so that he could go to school. Tragically, a long vine 
bridge over the Lagaipa collapsed [I don’t know if it was the same 
one that collapsed for us] and the young man fell into the river 
and drowned. When Yapara and her husband returned and told 
his Hewa family, the family decided to kill them. She told how her 
husband and she hid for five days in the bush eating nothing 
except a few roots and leaves.  A Nete found them and got them 
across the river.  What great things God has done to and with the 
Ipili!   
      Gold has brought gigantic change.  The search for alluvial gold 
continues but the massive gold mine has developed a village 
around it.  The international gold mining process that began in 
1990 with an initial investment of over USA $ 600,000,000 
continues to dominate the perspective and thoughts of many 
people.   The mine, one of the largest in the world, has produced 
tons of gold [literally!] resulting in roads, stores, schools, a 
hospital and a quite modern village for expatriates and other mine 
workers.  There are a variety of jobs connected with the gold mine 
that are held by well educated Ipili people as well as lesser  

educated workers.  Many workers 
also come from coastal and other 
highland areas as well as other 
nations.  People say, “Gold gave us a 
road, high school and 
hospital.”  People also lament the 
more unsavory things the gold has 
brought.   People are happy that the 
gold mine makes the Porgera no 
longer isolated. There is a road all 
the way to Lae and every day large 
trucks bring supplies for the mine 
and the community.  Public Motor 
Vehicles [PMVs] daily carry scores of 
people to and from the Porgera, 
Wabag and Hagen.  It was only 27 
Kina [ca. USA $13.50]  for my ride 
from Porgera to Birip. Cars, buses, 
cell phones and grocery stores now 
provide necessities and luxuries. 

Betel nut is now either a new luxury or an ugly new habit creating 
artistic spit marks everywhere.  Happily, I saw no malnutrition in 
the children – so unlike the’60’s.  Some adults even appeared 
overweight.  Even the ubiquitous pigs appear plump and healthy; 
no longer the skinny wild looking animals of my 
memory.  Western style clothing has replaced grass skirts, loin 
clothes and “tanget” leaves.  Yet the mine ripping apart an entire 
mountain has also required “relocation” of some tribal 
units.  People talk about how that relocation has led to individual 
and tribal tensions as well as traumatic fights.  There is tension 
over what might happen next.  The gold mine companies are not 
trusted. On the way back from Yuyane we were stopped by a man 
who thought that I [being white] was a gold mine officer. He 
wanted redress of a grievance.  Because of the gold mine, some 
Ipili seem to consider themselves a minority in their own ancestral 
homeland.  A gold mine publication lists the population at 45,000 
near the mine.  It was estimated between 2500 and 3000 Ipili 
lived in the Porgera in 1962; on his LBT site, Dr. Borchard states 
that now there may be 26,000 Ipili in the Porgera and Paiela.  
      How can I summarize my brief experience?  My cup runs 
over!  Once again, contact with the Ipili deepened my 
understanding of how God works and the blessings Christ offers 
us.  It also showed again the unfinished task of sharing God’s love 
by and for the Ipili as well as by and for us.  I have written a 
fourteen page report for CSP and the foundation.  If you wish to 
read it I can send you a copy.  
      I close with a farewell thank you note from Yapara as she 
wrote it.  “Mr Robert I have nothing much to appreciate you for 
your hard working before to help us when we are in 
darkness.   You came as missionary to help us a life and now we 
are free and happy.  I have nothing much to give it to you but I 
wish may God blessed you and safe tripe back to your country 
with God.”   With the note she also gave me a generous gift – an 
inspiring widow’s gift.  I think she speaks to all of us who served in 
PNG. 

God’s peace,  Bob Holst 

Bob Holst with Graduates (in white) and Vicars (in blue) at special 
ceremony at Timothy Lutheran Seminary, Birip, November, 2012 
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Missionary Donna Meyer’s 2013 Report to the Papua New Guinea Mission Society 
 
      Hello! I hardly know where to begin; the past year has 
been so full of new and exciting experiences! I was 
challenged in many areas as were you all at one time… 
      There were the big things like the Sunday School 
workshops which I talked about in my regular Newsletters. 
How exciting and humbling to be a part of helping to 
revitalize the Gutnius Luteran Sios! The most rewarding 
experiences regarding the workshops have been to hear 
participants excitedly share that they are now teaching 
Sunday School; seeing that Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Mambis is now holding three classes with three teachers for 
the different ages; watching Nispel Wasa blossom into a 
bold leader in the church; and hearing Bishop Rasak, Hagan 
District (Region 5), thank me for reminding him and the 
teachers that our focus must not be on our problems (there 
are many in the church), but must be on Jesus, our all-
sufficient God, and then hearing him preach an awesome 
sermon the following morning. What an honor it is to serve 
the Church of Jesus Christ in PNG! 

      It all began with 
language learning. 
My dear friend 
Pastor Kambu took 
me under his wing 
to help me learn 
Tok Pidgin (I am still 
learning!). Bishop 
Nick introduced me 
to the staff and 
students at Timothy 

Lutheran Seminary. I assisted Julie with a much needed class 
for pastors, teachers and students in bookkeeping called 
‘Mani Kam, Mani Go’ and taught two sessions of Principal 
John Nathan’s freshman class on how to use a lesson plan to 
prepare the would-be pastors to teach Religious Instruction 
(RI) in the schools that will be near their congregations. 
While staying at Birip with Roy and Judy Schache I was 
introduced to leading women’s Bible studies in Pidgin and 
then went back to Mambis and began holding weekly Bible 
studies with the women there, writing the lessons when the 
little study book I had found was completed.   
      Another highlight was traveling with Julie, Harvey and 
Norita Kath and Terry and Janet Borchard to Porgera for 
the 50

th
 Anniversary celebration of the Gospel coming to the 

Ipili People. One Sunday the Schaches and I traveled to 
Papayuka for the service there. The students at the only 
operating Baibel Skul in the Highlands proudly showed me 
their ‘dormitory’ and classroom. Sadly, only two of the men 
had Bibles! I think the PNG Mission Society has furnished 
each future evangelist with a Bible now. Thank You!  
      Timothy Lutheran Seminary hosted the Synodical  

Conference in June. Harry Steffens and I attended for a 
few hours. What a blessing to see so very many church 
leaders under one tent roof! When Bishop Nick 
returned from his visit to the States, I was able to attend 
the worship service at the Seminary where Bishop Nick 
reported that a new Protocol Document with the GLC 
had been signed by the LCMS leadership. There was 
excitement in the air that day! 
      Visiting so many places was a special privilege as I 
traveled to the Sunday School Workshops and other 
events. I especially enjoyed the day at the Enga Culture 
Show as well as visiting the museum in Wabag; seeing 
the pictures of what you first missionaries experienced 
was very educational and different from Enga today. 
Another cultural event was visiting Wapanamanda on 
the day of the National Elections, which reminded me to 
be thankful for our election process in the States!  

      Creating a banner and helping plan for Aids 
Memorial Day activities was a very good experience. 
Education is so important to stopping this horrible 
disease. Learning to know Priscilla and having the honor 
of naming her little Esther who shortly went to be with 
Jesus was a gift from God.  
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Sunday School workshop, Nispel Wasa 

Bishop Nick, Pastor Kambu, Donna 
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 Julie made sure that I experienced some adrenalin 
pumping off-the-road treks to the hydroelectric plant, 
the water source above Mambis and the radio tower, as 
well as many walks down to the Timina River Bridge and 
beyond.  It is a privilege to serve with Julie and Anton 
Lutz! 

      Not everything is roses in PNG, as you well know. 
The shadow hanging over the church continues, giving 
us a sharp intake of breath now and then, but God is 
faithful and He is still Lord of His church and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it! 
      I was given a very nice send-off before leaving for 
the States last November. But my most humbling 
experience was the way that the old people I met in my 
journeys would look at me with such adoring eyes. I 
think the reason is that they equate the coming of 
Christianity with white faces, remembering what it was 
like before you missionaries came to PNG sixty-four 
years ago. They remember their former fears and now 
know how freeing the Gospel of Jesus Christ is. Thank 
you to all of you who gave a portion of yourselves to 
bringing Jesus to these precious people. Thank you for 
your continued support of the GLC! Please pray that I 
will be a blessing to them as I return to PNG in a few 
short weeks. I look forward to serving along with Rev. 
and Laura Horn and family. The GLC is excited to have a 
missionary pastor join the TLS staff. May God richly 
bless their preparations to come and their anticipated 
work among God’s people in the Highlands of PNG.  
Sincerely,   Donna Meyer 

 
 
Letter from Jeff Horn 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ in the PNGMS, 
      I hope this finds you all doing well. Lora and I are 
busy getting ready to deploy to PNG. We are working on 
fundraising and training and transitioning. By God's 
grace, things are going well in all three areas.  
      In November Lora and I were blessed with the 
opportunity to visit PNG for a little over a week to get 
acquainted with things before we deploy. We were 
blessed to spend a few days at Timothy Seminary where 
we will be stationed. It was good to visit with the faculty 
and students and many other pastors and leaders in the 
GLC. We were blessed to be there at the same time as 
the Ralls and Schaches. The Ralls took us with them to 
Kandep where Ron taught the pastors and laity on 
several important topics. It was very well attended and 
was a blessing to all. We learned a lot on that trip. We 
also had a few days to visit with Julie and Anton. Those 
times helped us to know how we can be better 

prepared when we arrive.  
We do not have a final deployment date yet. It 

looks like June is when we will go. We are eager to 

arrive and wish we were already there. Please keep us 

in your prayers as we continue language study, prepare 
to move and make the final preparations. We would 
love to hear your stories about your mission work or 
your advice about transitioning to life in PNG. You can 
e-mail me with your advice at jeff.horn@lcmsintl.org.  

                                                                                                                     
Thank you and God bless you!   Jeff Horn 
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Rev Dr Albert Collver and Dr John Mehl Visit the GLC  
 

      Rev Dr. Albert Collver, the assistant to the LCMS 
president, traveled to the Highlands with John Mehl during 
the third week of January. The trip provided an opportunity 
for Dr. Collver, who is the LCMS church relations director, to 
have face to face meetings with the leadership and 
members of the GLC. The delegation stayed two nights at 
Mambis and three at Birip, and were able to see various 
congregations up and down the valley, starting at 
Yaramanda and going up as far as Sirunki and Papayuka. 
Many of the congregations along the way greeted the LCMS 
delegation with Mari Mari women singing and provided 
small snacks.  
      There was also the opportunity to have a short pastors' 
conference at Wabag that was attended by 152 pastors. Dr. 
Collver spoke about the church described in 1st Corinthians, 
reminding the church that as splintered and broken as it 
was, Paul still called the people "saints." John Mehl spoke on 
the Mission of God and the fact that He wants everyone to 
be saved…even those who we may not like.  
      The installation of Bishop Nick and the other five 
bishops took place at the Saturday service at which 2000 

people attended on the grounds of Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary. John Nathan used the order from the Pidgin 
agenda, and Dr. Collver and John Mehl participated by laying 
on hands.  
      Collver and Mehl met with Bishop Nick Aiyene and the 
church counsel on Sunday evening and agreed that there 
was more that the LCMS could do to help the GLC. 
Immediate needs to be met will include funding to provide 
for furnishings in the PNGMS built married seminary housing 
as well as other repairs on campus. It has also been 
suggested that there be funding for all the GLC pastors to 
attend a conference in 2014.  
      Collver, Mehl and Ezekiel Peter, were able to meet with 
Paul Mai and other members of the Port Moresby 
congregation on the way into the country and with Peter 
Ipatas on the way out. Everyone recognizes the need for a 
unified GLC and prays that God will bless His church. The trip 
was very positive from Dr. Collver's point of view and the 
LCMS administration is committed to a partnership that 
walks alongside the GLC. 
                                                                   Reported by John Mehl

 
 

Report from the Ralls on Their Visit to PNG 
      

      We arrived at Birip on Friday, October 18th, with our 
daughter Emily. We took a couple of days to ready the house 
at Birip, talk with the teachers and work out a schedule of 
workshops during our time in PNG. Ron preached at Birip on 
Sunday and we also visited at the Tetemanda (west of 
Wabag) congregation that afternoon. The workshop at 
Wakumare took place on Tuesday and Wednesday with 
about 20 pastors and evangelists. The study on Stewardship 
was perhaps the most interesting for them, because they 
found it to be radically different from their way of thinking 
and they wanted this study to be shared with the whole 
church. They also found the study on “Wokman Bilong God” 
to challenge them and convict them of failure to live up to 
God’s expectations.   
      The next workshop took place at Sirunki on that Friday 
and Saturday. The days when workshops were not 
scheduled were spent helping Roy Schache on the 
construction of the dormitories. The workshop at Sirunki 
was coupled with a large Baptism celebration. The workshop 
was held outside, with about 150 people sitting on church 
pews brought outside and set in a large circle. It was a very 
good course with a Bible study added by Pastor Elijah and a 
study added by Nispel Wasa, an MLS graduate who is head 
of women’s work in the GLC. She spoke on issues related to 
women and marriage. They had a worship service on 
Saturday of about 200 people; the kundu meris were out in 

force, there were two baptisms and Ron preached for the 
service. 

      On Sunday, Ron preached at one of the Wabag 
congregations and visited with Akii Tumu and Polly Weisner 
(an anthropologist). Polly is very interested in acquiring old 
pictures from the Pogera/Paiela area as well as the Hewa. 

      On Monday, we left for Muritaka, finishing the 
workshops in one very long day, and then headed to Pogera. 
Thanks to our friend Timothy Andambo, we were able to 
stay at Suiyane in Gold Company barricks. While Ron spent 
the day teaching, Mary Anne and Emily took a tour of the 
gold company...amazing! We sat in on the classes the next 
day and headed back to Birip in the afternoon. The change 
in the Pogera area is vast, even since our last visit in 2011. 
There are so many people everywhere. All the people from 
Yuyane (our former home) have relocated because of a 
tribal fight resulting in the burning of every building 
(missionary house, school classrooms, teachers’ houses, 
clinic and church) on the station. 
      After spending the night at Birip, we drove to 
Yaramanda for the next set of courses. Emily, Judy Schache 
and Mary Anne stayed at Mambis so that Emily could see 
the hospital, the room in which she was born, and probably 
the very bed on which she was born! At this point, Judy was 
coming down with an obvious case of malaria, so we went 
back to Birip to care for her. Ron finished the class the next 
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day and on Sunday he preached at Yaramanda for their 
Reformation celebration. Julie and Anton Lutz and Donna 
Meyer were with us for the day. That evening we were 
surprised by the arrival of our son, Chris, who is working on 
a case in Manila. He spent the next week with us and 
accompanied us, along with new missionaries Jeff and Lora 
Horn, to Kandep for the next workshop.  
      We got a message from Bishop Philipo that a good 
number of people had already come together at Kandep, so 
we wanted to leave early. A seminary student from the 
Kandep was marked to go with us, and he showed up with 
his wife and 3 large bilums, so by the time we got the 8 of 
us packed it was very full. Then, just past Sirunki, we picked 
up Pastor Kii, who wanted to go with us as well. (This was a 
great orientation for the Horns—how many people can a 
missionary take on any given trip??)The road from Laiagam 
to the top of the ridge was bad (17 km in 1 ½ hours), but 
we didn’t have to use the 4 wheel drive. From the top 
down to Kokasa, the road was in good shape (30 km in 1 
hour) so we got to Kokasa at 10:00. Only a 3 ½ hour trip 
from Birip—not bad! There were a lot of people there, 
despite the fighting in the area resulting from the recent 
elections. We could see houses burning on the ridge past 
Kokasa. The clinic is closed and both the high school and 
primary schools are closed because of fighting. 
      We started with a brief worship at 11am and by the 
time we started the first workshop we had over 200 people 
in the church. Since it started to rain, we didn’t take a 
break, went right into the 2nd course on Stewardship and 
finished up at 4:30. We slept in the old missionary house on 
the floor. The old stove still worked, although the rust had 
created lots of holes for the smoke to escape, so we didn’t 
use it much. We had some greens to cook into a soup and 
Bishop’s family brought some cooked kaukau. We heard 
plenty of rats during the night, but they respectfully hid  

 
themselves (whew! from Mary Anne). We are thankful that 
we were able to conduct several workshops and reach so 
many of the pastors and evangelists. There are always 
times for questions and answers and those are helpful to 
the Christians there. 
General Reflections:  
      The GLC is solidly behind Bishop Nick Aiyane. They are 
rejoicing over the signing of a new protocol document and 
what they believe will be a rebirth of partnership with the 
LCMS. The primary evidence for that new partnership will 
be the presence of new missionaries to work alongside 
them in ministry. They need missionaries to assist in 
teaching, (Rev. Jeff Horn will be an important step), 
administration, chaplaincy (at Pausa, Amapyaka, Enga 
Teachers’ College, etc.), and medical work. There is also a 
great deal of maintenance work that could be done on 
former missionary housing that could greatly benefit the 
church through rental income. 
      The workshops for pastors and evangelists are eagerly 
attended and greatly appreciated. They continue to 
struggle in responding to the spirit movements and their 
prophets and thus need guidance/instruction in areas like 
baptism, the work of the Holy Spirit, etc. Bible schools need 
to be reopened and their studies closely coordinated with 
the curriculum at Birip. Theological materials in Pidgin need 
to be printed and made available to the pastors and 
evangelists. If the church is to rebound, it will be essential 
to have regular graduating classes at Birip in the 
neighborhood of 15-20 candidates. Right now, they are at 
about 6-8 and increasing enrollment will put serious 
financial questions before the church, because subsidy 
from the LCMS will certainly not cover their budget.  
      The final Supreme Court hearings and decision have 
once again been pushed back from December to late 
February. The end of the court case will be a blessing to all! 
 
 

Concordia University - Wisconsin Announces New Director of International Education 
By Craig McCarthy, Jan. 11, 2013 

 

      Concordia University – Wisconsin recently announced a new Executive Director 
of International Education in its Office of International Student Services. Rev. Dr. 
David Birner will begin his work at CUW in February. He will be responsible for 
working closely with the academic deans and program directors to identify, connect, 
and coordinate CUW’s multiple relationships and academic programs, in order to 
further define and expand CUW’s global footprint. “We are thrilled to bring Dr. 
Birner onto our team,” said Rev. Dr. Patrick T. Ferry, President of CUW. “Not only 
does he bring with him Synod (Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod) experience, but his 
international work, as a missionary, will be extremely valuable to our fast growing 
program,” Dr. Ferry added.  
      Dr. Birner has extensive experience as an executive leader  of international 
programs and personnel on five continents. From 2003 to 2012 he was responsible 
for leadership of the LCMS World Mission International Program in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Eurasia. (And, of course, 
he served many years as an LCMS missionary in Papua New Guinea.)
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Timothy Lutheran Seminary Dorm Report – Roy & Judy Schache 
 

      “Project completed on time and within budget.”  These 
are exciting words for any contractor and owner, especially 
for Timothy Lutheran Seminary and for the Papua New 
Guinea Mission Society.  Yes!  Roy and Judy have 
completed the double story, 8-unit Married Student 
Dormitory at Birip, and it is ready for occupancy for the 
new school year starting in February, 2013. 
      Mapai Transport had a 10-seat Toyota Landcruiser 
waiting for us at the Mt. Hagen airport upon our arrival on 
October 22

nd
, so transportation to Enga was no problem.  

Upon arrival at Birip, we were greeted by Ron & Mary Anne 
Rall (and Emily) who had traveled earlier to conduct 
theological workshops.  Ron had a few days in between 
workshops, so he and his family were able to help.  We 
jumped into work immediately as much of the materials 
needed were available in storage since our previous trip at 
the beginning of the year.  Some of the workers from 
previous visits returned so not much time was lost in start-
up.  The structural lumber had dried out, some of it had 
warped and bowed and this had to be straightened or built-
up before laying the top story floor or putting on the 
plywood for the walls and ceiling.  When quotes came in 
high for the electrical work, Roy decided to do this with the 
labor available.  We also had to erect another transmission 
pole and run lines to the dorm.  Harry Steffens was a great 
help in doing this in between his other jobs.  Floor mat 
(similar to roll linoleum) was used instead of several coats 
of varnish and this saved over $1000.00.  All-in-all the 
project looks good and the Board and Landowners are very 
pleased.  
      Many thanks go to all who assisted in one way or 
another – those who contributed monies, those who 
volunteered their time, those who donated materials, 
those who worked laboriously and sometimes long hours, 
and those who prayed for the project.  A joint effort by all 
and a very rewarding addition to the seminary.  It will be 

filled to capacity in February and still the seminary will be 
in search of  more dormitory space.  With a record number 
of applicants, but limited space, the TLS Board and staff will 
have to make some tough decisions on who gets to attend 
and who will be on hold.  Tough, but a good spot to be in.  
The TLS Board set a limit of 36 students this coming year, 7 
of whom will be on vicarage. (last year there were 25 
students – 6 on vicarage). 

      The number of people to thank within the GLC are too 
numerous for this short report, and I should not forget the 
current and ex mission personal that assisted on the 
project in person.  It is difficult to put a monitory value on 
such assistance, but it came to be about PGK30,000.00 
(about $US15,000.00).  It was with these donations and 
volunteers that the project was completed within the 
budgeted amount of $US55,000.00.  
      The TLS Campus is in need of better Laundry/Shower 
facilities for both the single and married dormitories, and 
this should be the next PNGMS building focus.  Roy has 
estimated that $US25,000.00 (this includes airfare for a 
family) is needed to complete a male/female 
Shower/Laundry facility.  Some materials have already 
been donated for this facility, and some have been 
promised, so with the monies already in the TLS designated 
fund, and that which continues to come in, the project is 
do-able. 
      Another success during the visit was the finalization of 
the shipping arrangements for the medical container from 
Global Health Ministries, MN.  A $5,000.00 donation was 
forwarded to Mapai Transport for the clearance and 
arrangements for the transportation of the container from 
Orphan Grain Train with library books for St. Paul's 
Lutheran High School.  Bibles were purchased and given to 
the Bible School graduating class at Papayuku and other 
Bibles are available for the Sunday School Training 
Programs, Bible Schools and Seminary needs. 
      There will be a visual report at the 2013 PNGMS 
Gathering in Monroe, WA, in July.  Come and witness God's 
work being done within the GLC in PNG.  We were grateful 
and excited to be of help.  
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