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 PO Box 661, Warrensburg, MO  64093-0661 

 

Papua New Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS) 

Biennial Bung - July 24-26, 2015 

General Information 
 
The biennial Bung of the Papua New Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS) will be 

held from Friday, July 24 through Sunday, July 26, 2015 at:  

Trinity Lutheran Church (www.trinitypeoria.com) 

135 NE Randolph Ave. Peoria, IL 61606 - (309) 676-4609 (x207) 

 

Hosted by Martin and Marie Dicke, the conference will feature updates on mission work in the Enga 

Province, reports on the status of various PNGMS projects, plenty of opportunity to visit with your 

friends and fellow missionaries, and some special events. We once again expect visitors from Papua 

New Guinea to join us. A preliminary schedule can be found on in the attached documents. 

 

Theme 

This year’s theme will be “Let Us Join the Eternal Song” or “I Gut Yumi Olgeta Singim Dispela Song 

Bilong Oltaim Oltaim.” The theme reflects a new initiative by the PNGMS to respond to requests from 

members of the Gutnuis Lutheran Church and missionaries for help updating and providing new worship 

and music resources and for training musicians. We expect that this project will be one that will last 

many years. One of the high points of the Bung will be a Mission Hymn Festival that will be recorded 

and made available to member churches of the GLC. 

 

Registration 

In order to register, please fill out a Registration Form and return it to Martin Dicke at the address above 

or fill out the online Registration Form at www.jubalslyre.com. Once on the website, click on the 

PNGMS 2015 Bung tab. The conference fee of $55 will provide all meals except breakfast and will help 

cover the other costs of the Bung. Unfortunately, no discount can be provided for unused meals. 

 
You will find the tentative Bung schedule and information on hotels in the area as well as a registration 

form as attachments to this email or, for those receiving this in the mail, as separate enclosures. 
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A Message from our PNGMS President 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the 

Papua New Guinea Mission Society, 

 

As you will see from the next few 

articles, it has been an exciting time 

for the PNGMS!  Harvey and Norita 

Kath arrived in PNG in early January, 

followed by Ron and myself and 

daughters Emily and Margaret, 

followed by Todd and Jan Luedtke, 

followed by Judy and Roy Schache!  

All of us hit the ground running…and 

the Luedtkes and Schaches are 

STILL running.   

 

Todd is under government contract as chaplain at 

Highland Lutheran School.  Many of you who are 

familiar with the school (Amapyaka) will be excited 

to hear that a chapel is in the plans for the future.  The 

school board has asked Roy to begin working on the 

design.  Tentative plans call for the chapel to be built 

on the site of the original classroom building, which 

burned to the ground in tribal fighting some years 

ago.  All those involved in the project would 

appreciate your prayers.  The campus of HLIS has 

changed dramatically in the past couple of years with 

the addition of classroom buildings, teachers’ 

housing, offices and dorms.  The grounds are 

beautiful!    

Roy is making amazing progress on the mess hall at 

Timothy Lutheran Seminary, Birip.  Also at Birip, 

Harvey’s work in curriculum revision has made 

obvious the need for new textbooks and library books. 

On a trip to Ogelbeng Seminary near Mt. Hagen with 

Principal John Nathan, Harvey discovered that there 

are Pidgin texts available.  Hopefully, the PNGMS 

can be instrumental in obtaining some of those books 

for the Seminary in the near future.  It has been many 

years since there was an attempt at curriculum 

revision and the students have very few resources.  

Most of the books in the Seminary library are old 

English books which are of very little use to the 

current students.  With your prayers and contributions, 

you can make a difference here!  

 

New School Office at HLIS 

Mary Anne with the sweet ladies from 

Korobosea who visited the US in 2013 
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In our five weeks of visiting congregations 

throughout the Gutnius Lutheran Church, we 

found pastors, evangelists and members of 

congregations hungry for continuing education.  

Many of the pastors and evangelists are faithful 

in proclaiming the Word, but all of them are 

also hungry for help in understanding the 

Scriptures that they learned long ago. We had 

so many great opportunities to visit with people 

in remote areas, made possible in part because 

of the generosity of Jacob Luke who loaned us 

a 10 seater for transport!  While some of the 

PNG roads are sealed, there are many which are 

nearly impassable—even with 4-wheel drive. 

 

We are thankful that our daughters were able to take the time and had the resources to travel to PNG 

with us.  This was Margaret’s first trip since leaving when she was 10 months old and this was Emily’s 

second return trip.  

 

We spent some time visiting with Pastor Tamao, one of the language instructors for Dr. Burce when he 

arrived in PNG.  Pastor Tamao (at age ninety something) is writing his own history of the church in the 

Highlands.  Ron was able to record some of that story during an afternoon visit.  Tamao isn’t happy with 

the way things are in the church today, but he knows that God is faithful and Tamao himself remains 

faithful.  He lives behind the Birip church where he was pastor for many years. 

 

I can truthfully say that I would never have imagined myself at age 65 sleeping on the floor of a haus 

man or haus kuk or old circuit office…but I regard those experiences as precious gifts that enable me to 

be with the people of Papua New Guinea in service to the God whom we love.  And I thank all of you 

who support those we send to continue the work in PNG with the Gutnius Lutheran Church.  Please 

continue to pray for the church and her workers.  God i stap wantaim yupela olgeta,    

Mary Anne Rall, President PNGMS 

 

     The KAIAM Airstrip 
is Open 

The photo on the right shows Anton Lutz 

being carried on the shoulders of the men 

of Kaiam as one of the first passengers to 

arrive on the new airstrip at Kaiam, the 

airstrip he spent years helping to 

construct. Despites all obstacles, the 

airstrip is finally open.  His leadership 

and ingenuity were sorely tested at times, 

but, with much help from above and 

many locals and others, the Kaiim airstrip 

in now operational.   
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An Update from Roy and Judy Schache 

The Schaches arrived at TLS on January 31st, 2015 to 

begin the renovation and improvements to the kitchen 

and dining facility at Timothy Lutheran Seminary, 

Birip. Peter Puu, one of Roy's previous workers, was 

ready to start work on the Monday and by the next week, 

three of the previous workers were on the project. After 

a brief survey of the project on Monday, February 1, it 

was decided that all the flooring in the dining area had 

to be pulled up in order to replace rotted bearers and 

floor joists, and to level the floor. 

By February 13th, the bearers and floor joists had all 

been leveled, replaced or stabilized, walls had been 

stripped of their original covering and new “V” Crimp 

galvanized sheeting is being nailed as the exterior covering. Bees were eradicated from the cavity within 

the walls, and the honey extracted for eating. Window openings have been increased for new louver glass 

and frames; the project is well under way. The Ralls left Feb. 13th, but were a great help when not 

presenting workshops. The joke at present is that Roy's worker's compensation claims won't be quite so 

high from now on. (Margaret needed to go to Mambis for a tetanus shot after stepping on a rusty nail in 

the floor!) Roy has taken trips to Mt Hagen for materials and at least one trip per week will be required 

to complete the purchases. If the rain would ever stop, progress could increase.   

The students started to arrive February 8, and school is in progress. The principal has identified each 

class to work one period per day to assist with the Mess Hall project.   

Please pray for good health for us so that work will continue and that completion will be reached before 

we leave at the end of April.                        

God's Blessings to all,    Roy and Judy Schache 

 

Kath’s Report: Timothy Lutheran Seminary Curriculum Review 
 

"The missionaries did their work very well, telling us the 

Gospel about Jesus Christ, that we should believe in 

Jesus, be baptized, and go to heaven," one pastor said, 

continuing, "Now we have to get the Gospel into the lives 

of the Christians." 

 

That pastor put into words the thoughts, comments, and 

suggestions which the Timothy Lutheran Seminary (TLS) 

teachers, the Good News Lutheran Church district 

presidents, Bible School teachers, and other pastors told 

Harvey about the TLS curriculum review. 

 

Harvey and Norita Kath were in Papua New Guinea, 

January, 2015, to begin the curriculum review. They 
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utilized suggestions from the PNGMS Board of Directors, who were very helpful, with all their years of 

experience in education. In effect, the review has become a curriculum revision and updating. 

 

Timothy Lutheran Seminary Teachers 

The TLS teachers are struggling with a curriculum from decades back and with a lack of textbooks for 

students, explaining that some of the courses are from the missionary era and some are from the “middle 

time”. Textbooks teach the importance of believing in Jesus, but need to teach more fully the ways God 

helps Christians live their lives after the Sunday morning worship. ["middle time" means the time 

between the missionaries and now] 

 

"We need textbooks." TLS teachers explain: Now we either make photocopies of the books the 

students need or we write the contents of a textbook on the chalk board and the students write in their 

exercise books. Adding that writing on the chalk board takes too much class time. 

 

At the present time, a married student must leave their wife and children back home because there is not 

enough food in the seminary gardens and the seminary does not have the finances to buy rice, etc. to 

supplement. The monthly salary of 150 kina [ca. US$60] is not enough to enable the teachers to pay the 

tuition for sending their children to school. 

 

Rev. John Nathan, TLS Principal ("President" in USA), showing he was prepared for the review, at the 

second meeting distributed a sheet with 14 questions and topics to the five TLS teachers to record their 

responses. Their responses showed they had been thinking about the review. 

 

Meetings with church leaders 

The district presidents ("Bishops" they say) provide a view from leadership positions and from the 

congregations, where they continue to serve. They describe many of the needs the Christians experience. 

("Christians" is a term the pastors and evangelists like to use.)  

 

Pastors who met individually with Harvey, could speak concisely about the problems, burdens, and trials 

of the Christians. They describe the ministry which now is needed in the lives of the Christians as they 

live in the 21st century, but continue to struggle with traditional ancestral beliefs. NOTE: See separate 

article below: "Traditional Ancestral Beliefs." 

 

"This year the library will be open." 

Again Norita worked in the library, first by looking 

through two storerooms where old textbooks are 

stashed. There were too few copies to use for the 

students and they were out of date. She selected a 

copy from some of those books to use as a starting 

point for revising and printing new textbooks. 

 

John Nathan, Norita, and Harvey made a visit to 

Highlands Lutheran Seminary, Ogelbeng (HLSO, 

Mt. Hagen) to learn about their curriculum, library, 

and textbooks. Their librarian saw value in Norita's 

suggestion to shelve their Melanesian Pidgin books 
Teacher Dani Kopa - TLS 
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in one stack rather than mixed in with the English books.  

 

John looked over HLSO's supply of textbooks and selected a copy of 21 different books. They cost an 

average of about K10 (US$4.00) each. The third time the TLS teachers met with Harvey, John took the 

21 textbooks one-at-a-time out of the box, briefly describing them and placing them on the table. [It was 

like watching a child opening Christmas presents!] After he put four books on the table, the teacher in 

whose course of study a book would be used, picked it up and thumbed his way through it. Each teacher 

did that for his area of teaching, as John kept describing until all 21 books were out of the box.  

 

Then John announced, "This year the library will be open." He went on to inform them that the Dean of 

Studies will be the librarian. Monday evening will be for the Year 1 students, Tuesday evening for Year 

2, Wednesday is chapel, and Thursday for Year 4, explaining, "We can't have all the students in at one 

time." 

 

Norita got busy the next day, clearing the books out of one stack of shelves and placing the 21 new 

books on them according to topics, Exegesis, Doctrine, etc. She then added to the shelves the books she 

got out of the storerooms. So, 50-plus books are in the library which will be open this year. Be thankful 

for little things! 

 

For the curriculum, Harvey is putting the information he gathered into a report and will send it to the 

TLS teachers for them to begin setting up descriptions for the courses in the curriculum revision. New, 

updated textbooks will be needed. And, John Nathan told the TLS teachers that, after carefully 

reviewing textbooks which the ELC-PNG Pidgin seminaries at Ogelbeng and Finschhafen are using, it 

may be possible to trade some textbooks with them. 

 

"The PNGMS must do for the Bible Schools what you have done for TLS," summed up the 

sentiments of teachers from the Yaramanda and Tambul Bible Schools. They need textbooks for the 

students. At this time they have only one textbook they can distribute; it was provided by the PNGMS 

in 2012. They would like some finances for their work. "I do not have a good house." one lamented; the 

other added, "I have to teach in the church building." They echoed the proposition from the TLS teachers 

that the Bible School should expand to be a two-year course of instruction. 

                                                                                          Blessings, Harvey and Norita Kath 

  

PNGMS Article:  Traditional Ancestral Beliefs: A Struggle for Christians 
Also 

 

Two beliefs handed down from ancestors are causing struggles for Christians even to this day. The 

beliefs are timongo and sanguma.  

 

A timongo, the people think, is the spirit of a dead person. The people believe that after a person has 

been buried, the spirit leaves the grave at nighttime, and goes looking for anyone who caused the death. 

The relatives of the dead person are afraid that the timongo will think he or she caused that person's 

death and the spirit will harm him or her. One TLS teacher said, "I am afraid because also the Christians 

believe that." 
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In order to help the believers rise above their fear of the timongo, Harvey distributed and explained to 

some pastors a list of Scripture passages such as Colossians 1:15, "For [Christ] has rescued us from the 

dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves." 

 

Harvey was asked to preach at two funerals which are held outdoors because hundreds of people attend. 

He made it clear from Scripture that people die because of original sin, inherited from our parents, 

Adam and Eve. And the Gospel declares that we will be made alive when Jesus comes at the end of 

time. 

 

Another ancestral belief is sanguma. On a trip to Mt. Hagen, Julie and Anton Lutz took Harvey and 

Norita to the Catholic Cemetery, where they were assisting with the burial of a woman who had been 

accused of being a sanguma meri.  When a person dies, the family may think that a sanguma meri used 

her witchcraft to cause that person's death. The family then will accuse her publicly of killing their 

relative. And, if she is unable to defend herself, they go on to convince the community to kill her so 

that she will not be able to cause other people to die. 

 

Again Holy Scripture helps the pastors strengthen the people to overcome such beliefs. Harvey 

distributed and explained more Scripture passages to help pastors. Included was 1 Corinthians 15:21-

22 making it clear that Adam brought death to all people, "For since death came through a man, the 

resurrection comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive." 

 

The woman buried at Mt. Hagen had lain in the morgue for several months; no one wanted anything 

to do with her. She had been killed by some men in Mt. Hagen for being a sanguma meri. Earlier she 

had faced the same accusation at her home place and had fled to Mt. Hagen to try to escape being killed 

back home and to make a new life for herself. But she was killed anyway. Her home place was the 

Paiela, where the Kaths lived, 1965-1969.  (Check out this web link for an Australian Broadcasting 

Company report on the effort to stop the practice mentioned above:  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-

01-23/women-accused-of-witchcraft-in-png-saved/6043968. I believe both Anton Lutz and Ron Rall 

were involved in this effort.) 

 

Crosses for the Christians 

Norita had another project when the Kaths were in PNG last January. The members of Grace Lutheran 

Church, Winter Haven FL, where Harvey and Norita spend a few winter months away from Minnesota 

[burrr!], gathered about 400 crosses to give to fellow Lutherans in PNG. The crosses came with a string 

so they could be worn as a pectoral cross. Norita gave them out to be distributed to pastors, evangelists, 

children, and other people.  

    

************************************************************** 
Recent email changes for PNGMS Members: 

Dick and Beth Brandon:   dickandbethbrandon@gmail.com 
Joel and Paula Ingebritson - Joel:  jpmadang@gmail.com 
            Paula:  ketae.one@gmail.com 

Your editor for this newsletter is:  Daniel J Kunert, dkunato@yahoo.com 
808 959-9953,  1092 W Kawailani St, Hilo, HI  96720-3281 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-23/women-accused-of-witchcraft-in-png-saved/6043968
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2015-01-23/women-accused-of-witchcraft-in-png-saved/6043968
mailto:dickandbethbrandon@gmail.com
mailto:jpmadang@gmail.com
mailto:ketae.one@gmail.com
mailto:dkunato@yahoo.com
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Report from Todd and Jan Luedtke 

In Grade 11 Christian Religious 

Education (CRE) here at 

Highland Lutheran Inter-

national School (HLIS) this 

year we have been studying 

Christian values, and this is the 

week for “Joy.”  This brief 

news note comes to our friends 

all over the world to wish you 

joy – the same joy Jan and I are 

experiencing being back at 

HLIS, where I began my 

teaching career in 1970.  Times 

and students have changed but 

the great need for CRE has not, 

so Jan and I are here this year 

with the primary goal of 

teaching Bible and facilitating the spiritual growth 

of the community.  Jan is having regular meetings 

with early childhood teachers to learn new songs, 

and she has shared multiple resources with them.  I 

am teaching grades 7-12 CRE, counseling and 

leading worship and devotions.  We have also been 

able to purchase 100 Bibles for my students from a 

Frank and Elsie Wolff memorial gift made to the 

Papua New Guinea Mission Society just this past 

year.  It is a joy not only to teach but also to visit 

with former students, remembering days gone by as 

well as looking forward to the blessings and 

challenges God has prepared for the 

future.  Blessings and Joy to all,   

Todd and Jan Luedtke 

 

 

2015 Papua New Guinea Mission Society Bung Theme: 

                Let Us Join the Eternal Song 
 “I Gut Yumi Olgeta Singim Dispela Song Bilong Oltaim Oltaim”  

“Wee tanga tangapi laowaka katapenge doko naimame lamana lama” 

    (“Let us sing that we might sing the song that should continually be sung 
forever”) 

Grade 10 Students at Amapyaka receiving their Bibles. 

  Jan in front of their new home at Amapyaka 


