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          Thanks to the active participation of former 
missionaries to Papua New Guinea (PNG), their family 
members, friends of the mission, and congregations with a 
“mission heart,” PNGMS has been actively partnering over 
the past several years with the Gutnius Lutheran Church 
(GLC) in a series of ongoing projects.   Roy and Judy 
Schache have been working at St. Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary Birip on the reconstruction of seminary buildings.  
Rev. Ron and Mary Anne Rall have been visiting various 
areas of the church leading workshops in pastoral issues.  
Harvey and Narita Kath have been spear heading an effort 
to assist Timothy Lutheran Seminary and GLC Bible schools 
to upgrade their theological training curricula.  And Todd and 
Jan Luedtke have been volunteering at Highlands Lutheran 
International School and reaching out to GLC Primary 
schools in Enga to promote, encourage and provide 
resources for strong programs in Christian Education. 

 

 

Fifteen graduates of St. Timothy Lutheran Seminary, Birip were ordained for the public ministry in the Gutnius 
Lutheran Church of PNG at the Birip celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. Public 

marches and worship services were held throughout the Province to celebrate the historic event. 

Let us return and visit the Brothers ... where we proclaimed the Word of the Lord  
and see how they are doing. Acts 15:36 

Set aside the dates: 
2019 Bung in St. Louis 

July 5 and 6 
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HLIS NEWS 
Highland Lutheran 

International School (HLIS), where 
Todd and Jan Luedtke volunteered in 

2015 and 2017 is alive and well, but 
the school could use your help, 

especially if you would like to volunteer 
as a retired teacher for a time or if you 

can offer the school financial 
assistance.  Check out the new HLIS 

website at hlisengapng.com for details 
and contact information.  At left three 

young HLIS ladies in makeup on 2017 
Special Activity Day. 

 

 
Dear Members and Friends of the Papua New 
Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS),  
 
          It has been a while since our last newsletter, 
but there is plenty of action on the PNG home front!  
As you can see from this newsletter, thanks in part to 
your amazing generosity, much has been 
accomplished. Ron and I spent August and the first 
week of September (2017) going up and down the Lai 
River valley and to several outstations where Ron 
was able to give continuing education workshops for 
many pastors and evangelists and lay men and 
women.  The highlight workshop happened during our 
final week at Birip when more than sixty pastors 
attended a two-day workshop covering such topics as 
Baptism, Preaching, Stewardship, Sanguma 
(Witchcraft), Worship and Liturgy and The Work of the 
Holy Spirit.  (Picture at left) 

 
         As of just this week Ron has received a part-time mission call as Theological Educator at Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary. The specifics of the call have yet to be determined, but basically, Ron would teach for 2-2month periods 
each year.  He would still be able to do continuing 
education at out-stations while teaching at the Seminary 
and working with the Seminary professors during the 
week.  We hope to begin this work at the end of April. He 
would continue as part-time associate at Timothy 
Lutheran Church, St. Louis. 
          It was a joy to work with Marty Dicke in teaching the 
Birip Seminary students and others some new worship 
songs.  Marty is doing a terrific job.  He is a great support 
at the Seminary in teaching classes and most importantly 
in being present every day for chapel.  Unfortunately, we 
missed seeing Marie, who was enjoying her new 
grandbaby, Mabel, in the USA. 
          We also distributed hundreds of pairs of reading 
glasses (picture at right).  Orphan Grain Train has donated 
these on a regular basis through our St. Louis Food Pantry.  
We are most grateful!    (Continued on Page 3) 
 

A Letter From the President:  PNGMS in 2017 
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          What a great year this was for PNGMS.  You all did a fantastic job with your donations of $43,177. 
11, and Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars of $1,519.00.  Amazon Smile contributions came to $68.01, and 
LCEF interest amounted to $248.78.  Disbursements amounted to $21,619.40 which included Rall’s trip to 
PNG, a Lutheran Heritage Foundation donation of $5,000.00, Christian Religious Education materials at 
$3,000.00, Martin Luther Seminary gift of $2,386.40, and other projects and expenses.  Expenses for the 
2017 Schache trip and project came out of 2016 disbursements. 
          We pray the Lord’s Blessings on these gifts and also on the hearts that gave them ++++++ 

 

Schache Treasurer’s Blurb: Thanks for Your Support !!! 
 

 
          In addition, all of us former missionaries spent 
some time distributing books published by the 
Lutheran Heritage Foundation:  Baibel Stori Bilong 
Ol Pikinini, Liklik Katekism, and Tok Bilip Bilong 
Yumi.  The LHF is now printing copies of “English 
BIble Stories in Pictures,” which will be useful in 
PNG, as the instruction in schools is done in 
English. 
          Here in the USA, we have been working on 
obtaining and filling display cases with PNG 
artifacts.  Currently, we have two cases at 
Concordia University, St. Paul, to be dedicated 
sometime in the fall, and also two cases at St.Paul 
High School in Concordia, Missouri.  (Pictured at 
left)  Concordia is the headquarters for Lutheran 
Bible Translators and the training center for the 
Mission of Christ Network, so it gets a lot of 
“missional” traffic!  If you have any artifacts that are 

in great shape and not too large, please bring them to the bung next year in St. Louis.  Perhaps by then we will have 
other venues for display!  (And if you have any suggestions, please send them our way!) 
          Our last PNGMS board meeting was in mid January in St. Louis.  Those in attendance were Carrie Burce 
Koehn, Todd and Jan Luedtke, Roy Schache, Dan Trinklein and myself.  The Board approved returning trips for the 
Schaches to work on repairing teachers’ houses at Birip, among other smaller projects, and for the Ralls to do 
continuing education at the seminary and outstations. There is the possibility that Luedtkes will conduct workshops 
for teachers in 2019, as they are committed in the U.S. for 2018.  Harvey and Norita Kath were unable to travel to 
PNG this year because of health concerns, but Harvey is still working on the 
curriculum revision and Ron may be able to implement some of those changes while 
teaching at the Seminary this spring. 
          You will notice that as of this edition, Todd Luedtke is the new newsletter 
editor.  We are so grateful to Dan Kunert for his outstanding work in the past.  It is a 
lot of work to put together and distribute this newsletter.  THANK YOU, DAN!  Both 
Dan and Nancy are experiencing some health issues and with our thanks we send 
our promises of prayers for quick healing! Dan will continue as our communicator for 
special notifications regarding former missionaries and friends. 
          So many of our PNG friends provide invaluable services while we visit—from 
housing to meals to bags of veggies to loving conversation, but we really owe an 
enormous debt of gratitude to Jacob Luke for graciously providing transportation.  
(Ron and I still owe him a new tire for the blowout on the Mungalepe hill!!) Thank 
you, Jacob, (pictured at right) for your priceless and generous assistance! 
          One final note concerns a big topic of conversation at our board meeting 
about how to involve the next generation in PNGMS!  There is still work to be done, 
but the laborers are few—or possibly, just untapped!  If you see a need and think 
you can fill it, please contact me or one of the other board members.  If you have questions, call us!  By the way, we 
have LOTS of picture postcards introducing PNGMS and its needs.  If you’d like some for your congregation, contact 
me and I will send them.  We need to get the word out! 
          Finally, the date is set:  PNGMS Bung returns to St. Louis, July 5-6, 2019!  Mark your calendars!   
God i stap wantaim yupela olgeta!   Mary Anne 
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Roy and Judy head back to TLS on February 27, 2018.  The project will be to repair and renovate the two seminary 
teacher’s houses and the duplex occupied by two other seminary teachers. Two new tuffa water tanks will replace 
the rusted-out tanks on the two houses.  The Duplex tanks were replaced 
last trip.  The intention is to maintain the exterior of all the seminary 
teacher’s houses against further decay and weather damage.  The 
teachers have been told that apart from the bathroom/shower, no interior 
repairs will be done.  Judy will continue distributing hygiene kits and eye 
glasses and cases, as well as helping the many that come to the door for 
health concerns (picture right).  The distribution of the many books 
donated by PNGMS will also continue for the seminary students and bible 
school students. 
          Funds and time permitting, maintenance on the so-called PNGMS 
House will be carried out.  Roy will also meet with the teachers and the 
TLS Board to discuss issues and decide on next year’s project. 

 

          The beginning of 2017 saw Roy and Judy Schache at 
Timothy Lutheran Seminary repairing and renovating the last of 
the student dormitories.  This building was built back in the late 
80’s and needed repairs to bring it up to the same par as the 
other two dormitories.  A crew of five regular workers and many 
casual workers helped with the project.  New electrical was 
installed and permanent “V”-Crimp sheet metal was installed on 
the exterior with plywood materials used for the interior.  
Cabinets were built for every room and a coat of paint brightened 
each room as well.  The building can sleep six married students 
with families or 12 single students. A lot of cement sidewalks 
were added around the building and to the shower/laundry facility 
– picture below. 
          Other tasks were the installation of two water tanks on the 
teachers’ duplex, and using salvaged lumber, windows and pit-pit 
blind on the so called “guest house” at TLS.  Bibles, Catechisms, 
Tok Bilip and Children’s Garden Book of Bible Stories were 
distributed to the in-coming new students at TLS and all students 
studying at the five GLC bible schools. 
          The Schaches also visited with many PNGMS Australian 
members and friends.  Betty Feist arranged a gathering in 
Handorf, Sth. Aust. and Don and Gaye Weier hosted a get-
together at their home in Queensland. They all send their 
greetings and reminisced on the experiences of the mission 
days. 

Dickes Back to PNG 

Schaches at TLS 2017/18 

In April of 2017, Dr. Martin  
Dicke and his wife Marie arrived in 

the Enga Province to begin work with 
the GLCPNG.  Sponsored by 

congregations of the LCMS, they join 
the Ritzman family, the Lutzs and 
Rev. Larry and Tina Matro in the 

LCMS mission partnership with the 
GLC.  Dr. Dicke’s primary focus will 

be to aid the GLC in the area of 
music – in the seminary,  churches 
and schools throughout the church.  

Marty is the son of Ed and Phyllis 
Dicke, early missionaries with the 
GLC who originally managed the 

business aspect of the NGLM and 
worked with economic development 
in the province.  Look for the Dicke 
newsletter on Facebook or contact 

them with your support through email 
at martinpdicke@gmail.com 

More info at lcms.org/dicke  

mailto:martinpdicke@gmail.com
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LCMS Mission Connections 
 

Mission Central: Iowa 

 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

maintains a website with a link to all of their 

missionaries currently serving the Lord 

overseas - 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries    The 

website provides prayer information and 

service information for each missionary and 

also indicates how Lutherans in the USA can 

support them. 

 

Mission Central in Iowa partners with the 

LCMS in telling the story of God’s work around the 

world through LCMS missionaries.  Its mission is  

"Telling more and more people about Jesus, so 

that there will be more people in our real home in 

heaven."  Its vision is "Every Christian praying for 

and PERSONALLY supporting a missionary or 

mission project!"    website:   

http://www.missioncentral.us 

 

Lutherans Engage the World is an 
LCMS publication that contains information about 
mission projects and personnel in various 
countries of the world.  It aims to engage the 
church in the work of witness and mercy 
throughout the world in our life together as the 
LCMS.  Access it on the web at the following url.   
http://www.lcms.org/lutheransengage 

 

Lutherans Engage  

the World 

 

Wolffs Visit Enga 
 

         Garry, Charla and Bronwyn Wolff had a fantastic 
visit to PNG in January of 2017.  As we arrived in the terminal at 
Jackson’s Airport in Port Moresby, we were warmly welcomed 
by several of Garry’s former students and members of 
Concordia Lutheran Congregation, Korobosea in Port Moresby. 
 From there we flew to Mount Hagen, where Todd and 
Jan met us for the trip to Enga in a vehicle made available by 
Jacob Luke of Mapai Transport.  During our stay in Enga, Roy 
and Judy Schache graciously hosted us at the PNGMS mission 
house at Timothy Lutheran Seminary, Birip. While there, Garry 
helped Roy and his crew renovate the single men’s dormitory. 
 As a part of our visit, we visited mission stations from 
Yaramanda to Papayuku, but the highlight was a Sunday 
morning trip to Monokam where we worshipped in the beautiful, 
new, modern church, which Jacob Luke has built for his people 
(picture above) 
 Since Bronwyn is a registered nurse, she wanted to visit 
the hospital at Mambisanda where she was born in 1975.   Later 
she and Judy also visited the hospital at Wabag.  In both places 
Bronwyn was amazed at the fantastic work the medical people 
are doing with such limited equipment and technology. 
 Other things that impressed us were all the people who 
had cell phones, a sealed Highlands Highway, Sir Tei Abel 
Secondary School at Wakumale, the Enga Teachers College at 
Irelya, the markets at Wabag and Wapenamanda, trade stores 
where you can buy cold coke and virtually no Enga adults in 
traditional dress. 
 After leaving PNG, we spent three days in Adelaide, 
where Nell Russell hosted us.  She and Betty Feist organized a 
bung of former mission workers for us that was a great 
opportunity to visit with former friends.  We plan a return trip to 
Enga this year (2018) in March.  Below, Bronwyn matches wits 
with Opis, a seminary student and Roy’s coworker at Birip. 
 

 

 

 

PNGMS Board Members 
 

President:  Mary Anne Rall        
rallpela@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President:  Todd Luedtke 
tluedtkepng@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary:  Carrie Koehn 
koehnca@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Roy Schache 
schache@embarqmail.com 

Project Director:  Harvey Kath 
harvey.kath@arvig.com 

 
Board Members: Norita Kath,  Janet 
Luedtke, Emily Rall, Dan Trinklein 

 
PNGMS 

PO Box 661 
Warrensburg, MO 64093-0661 

 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries
mailto:rallpela@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tluedtkepng@gmail.com
mailto:koehnca@gmail.com
mailto:schache@embarqmail.com
mailto:harvey.kath@arvig.com


 

 

Luedtkes at HLIS / CRE in GLC  

Kaths and TLS Curriculum 

Here  

 Early in 2015, Rev. Harvey and Norita Kath returned to PNG 
where Harvey initiated a curriculum revision project with the teachers 
of Timothy Lutheran Seminary with a needs assessment and 
research on course sequence and content.  On a return trip in 2016, 
the TLS Dean of Studies and Harvey prepared an outline for a five-
year curriculum for TLS, together with possible courses of study. The 
five-year schedule and courses of study were presented to the TLS 
teachers and met with approval.  With Kaths unlikely to be able to 
return to PNG for health reasons, further development and execution 
of the curriculum revision was turned over to Rev. Larry Matro.  The 
final developments will likely involve course plans for both TLS and 
GLC Bible Schools at Yaramanda, Tambul and Papayuku. 

          Todd and Jan Luedtke spent 2017 at Highland 
Lutheran International School (HLIS) where Todd 
volunteered as religion teacher and Jan worked at home 
and with early childhood teachers.  In late April, Todd then 
unexpectedly assumed the administrative challenges of 
Caretaker Principal for five months when principal Neil 
Brown left for medical treatment in Scotland.   The year 
was full of spiritual growth in the Lord, teaching several 
levels of high school students, leading Saturday night 
fellowships, preaching on Sunday mornings and leading 
Bible study for faculty on Wednesday afternoons. 
 Thanks to a Mapai double cabin pickup 
supplied by Jacob Luke, Todd and Jan also worked 
with Leme Yaka, GLC Asst. Education Secretary, to 
distribute children’s storybooks and catechisms in 
pidgin to teachers at over twenty-five GLC primary 
schools.  Later in the year PNGMS also sponsored 

their efforts to help those schools with their Christian Religious 
Education curricula, an initiative that led to gifting schools with sets of Christian 

Education teaching guides by Barbara Arnold for 
grades three through eight.  Above, Jan and Leme gift 
Tsak Lutheran with CRE teacher guides.  At right 
students at Birip Lutheran gather for morning 
assembly/devotion. 
 Some of the highlights of the year included 
preaching at any number of GLC congregations from 
Yaramanda to Porgera, celebrating with the GLC in 
four different 500 year Anniversary celebrations of 
the Lutheran Reformation, graduation exercises at 
HLIS and the visit of son Andrew’s family for three 
weeks in December.  Low points were the funerals of 
former students Yaskowa Kome and Rev. Daniel 
Watato, as well as the insidious problem of 
sanguma, or sorcery, which is growing in Enga. 
 The challenges for the GLC remain unique  
and significant, but the Lord’s strength and joy are likewise evident.  One of 
the biggest challenges at HLIS is the need to maintain the school’s Lutheran identity and 
renew its relationship with the LCMS.   Volunteer old missionary teachers could spend a great year there 
contributing to the school’s mission and quality.  Anyone interested?  Contact information and more detail about HLIS 
can be found at the school’s brand new website hlisengapng.com 
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Rev. L. Matro:  News from the LCMS in PNG 
 

           First of all, let me say how thankful I am to the PNGMS and all they have done and continue to do in PNG!  
Your commitment to the work that many of you began years ago is exemplary.  I am humbled by what you do and the 
smile that is often on your faces as you do it!  Thanks be to God!  Much of what I am about to write is already known 

to many of you, but here is a summary of what 
we were doing in 2017. 
          Tina and I live at Martin Luther Seminary 
(MLS) in Lae in the house that Burce’s lived in!  I 
taught three classes in New Testament, Law and 
Gospel, Preaching Strategies and Worship 2.  
Tina assisted in the library and even taught a little 
English when the regular teacher was on leave 
back to Germany.  Needless to say, we have had 
a blast here (except during the frequent power 
outages with no AC or fans)!  We are 
overwhelmed by this task as the need is great 
and the time and resources are lacking.  
Currently there are eight students from the GLC 
enrolled at MLS.   

          Martin and Marie Dicke are living at Amapyaka and involved in many things.  Being a gifted musician, Martin is 
busy with teaching music at Timothy Seminary and holding workshops in various places.  He is also eager to produce 
some pamphlets, similar to ones the Ralls have written, on various topics that are of need and interest within the GLC.  
Both he and Marie are also involved some at HLIS on Wednesdays and Saturday evenings.       
          The Ritzmans continue to reside at Birip where Michael serves as the LCMS Business Manager in PNG.  He 
manages the LCMS projects that support the seminary and Bible schools.  He is also working with the GLC Work 
Mission Committee to support the work in remote areas as well as church planting and church revitalization. 
          Anton Lutz is so gifted and passionate!  Because of tensions at Mambis, he decided to move to Mt. Hagen.  
He is heavily involved in serving as an advocate of victims of “accusation-based violence” (sanguma).  We are 
currently trying to work with the Department of Immigration to have his visa renewed.  We think that this will also lead 
to the alerts being lifted on members of the PNGMS who visit PNG. 
          Julie Lutz has been unable to return to PNG since July 2016 on account of the entry ban placed on her by the 
Department of Immigration.  She is currently working in Hong Kong, and she has reapplied for a PNG visa. 
          The LCMS is pledged to remain involved in PNG with the GLC, but the recruitment process takes time.  In 
addition, missionary housing in Enga is almost non-existent.  However, if the GLC is unified, I think that we can 
negotiate with the church to return some of the houses to our management and care.  
          We were privileged to have two LCMS visitors in 2017.  Pastor Roy Askins, the Communications Director in 
Asia, visited for the Reformation celebrations (picture below).  He was most impressed by the hundreds and 
thousands who celebrated openly that they are Lutheran!   We also hosted the new Regional Director for Asia, Pastor 
Charles Ferry, in December (pictured above with current LCMS staff).  He spent time with each missionary unit, which 
helped him to understand a little better what life and ministry is like in this place.  He also was very encouraging to all 
of us.  He was also the guest preacher for the TLS Graduation.   Both of these men left PNG with a deeper 
appreciation of the work here.   
          Finally, we continue to pray for the unity of 
the GLC.  The LCMS is pledged to work with the 
GLC, but is finding it hard to work when they are 
so divided.  Piso’s group seems to hold sway 
over the schools and health centers.  Nick’s 
group, with whom we are able to work in a more 
cooperative manner, has the Bible schools, 
Timothy Seminary and mission areas.  We are 
praying for the 2018 Convention to unite the 
GLC under one bishop and Church Council.  
          If you ever have any questions or 
concerns about what the LCMS is doing here, 
please do not be afraid to ask.  I want to work 
with the PNGMS as cooperatively as possible. 
          Yours in Christ’s service,  
          Pastor Larry Matro 
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 Andrew Luedtke Family Visits PNG:  A Journey 
“Home” of Contrasts, Heritage and Community 
 

          The word ‘home’ means something different to everyone.   Growing up in the diversity of PNG and breathing in 
the commitment of dedicated missionaries, home for me was a weave of contrasts, heritage and community.  This 
“home” brings to mind images of soaring green mountain peaks tattooed with well-organized gardens, misty valleys 
where the sun’s early morning rays break through the low-lying clouds like rain (banner picture above), smoky rooftops 
seeping their tendrils of early morning cook fires and heavily roiling chocolate rivers swollen from the nights down pour.  
My heart warms to thoughts of openhearted people with ready and teeth-stained-red smiles, friendships and 
community that continue to this day.  Memories play through my mind as I relive events with people both black and 
white whose lives reflect a vibrant living faith and love for God in Jesus that shines in eyes bright with humility.  
Growing up I thought all this was ‘normal’ and for that I am glad.  Now I understand better the radically exceptional 
nature of my childhood, the life-giving faith of my parents and their contemporaries and the nature of the country I 
identify as home.  Relatively few of us were blessed to be born and/or raised in families on the Lutheran mission field 
of PNG.  To us, and to the people of PNG these faithful world changers we called “mom and dad” worked arm in arm 
in a diverse culture to plant a heritage of faith, dedication, changed lives, schools, churches, businesses, universities, 
connections in the family of God and a passion for God’s Good News in Jesus.  I believe their story stands tall among 
the testaments of faith in Christ in the History of faith on this planet, and to me it’s what I call “home.”  It was this 
“home” I wanted to share with my family! 
          After briefly visiting PNG with my parents Todd and Jan Luedtke in 2006 it became a dream to have my family 
visit as well.  Honestly, it’s a dream I thought would likely not come to pass, but then two years ago we started a 
realistic conversation about the possibilities.  These conversations gave my wife Joy and our three girls Sierra, Karis 
and Faith, myself and Mom and Dad the chance to spend most of the month of December 2017 together in PNG!   
          As I write this article I struggle to do justice to the experience because our time was so full.  We connected with 
old and new friends and saw as much as we could.  We were humbled by the amazing hospitality showered on us 
everywhere.  In Port Moresby we stayed with Dr. and Mrs. Timothy Pyakalyia and were hosted by Rev. Patrick Minato 
and his congregation, Concordia 
Lutheran Korobesa.  Patrick and I 
were playmates at Pausa High 
School in the mid 70’s.  He guided us 
around the capital with anywhere 
from 12-25 friends and family in tow.  
It was a rolling party!  We drank kulau 
on the beach, visited and toured the 
interior of Parliament, played in the 
surf, were amazed at how clean the 
streets of Moresby are being kept for 
the upcoming Global Summit, 
marveled at new construction, 
dodged rain showers while riding in 
the back of a new Toyota pickup 
(unsuccessfully), were treated to a 
coastal mumu and bartered in the 
public market. And that was just the 
first 36 hours (picture right). 



 

 

9 

          When we arrived in the highlands we were greeted by my parents in Mt Hagen, and from there traveled to Enga 
and spent time at Highlands Lutheran International School where mom and dad have volunteered for several years as 
Chaplain and recently Head of School.   We attended the graduation at St. Timothy Seminary at Birip and were 
treated to a mumu and a terrific cloudburst that sent everyone running.  That Sunday we attended worship at 
Yaramanda and visited the mission stations at Mambisanda and Pausa witnessing the work of ongoing mission, 
reliving memories of childhood adventures and visiting the room I was born in… which is now a storage closet.  We 
spent time visiting with LCMS missionaries Anton Lutz, and the Dickies who live at HLIS, and we even got to watch 
Anton wrangle his full grown cassowary after it got out of its cage at Mambisanda… scary! 
          Mr. Jacob Luke, owner and managing director of Mapai Transport, arrived and unexpectedly offered to spend 
two and a half weeks with us.  He gave us a tour of his home village of Monokam where he has built a church and a 
new medical facility.  There we enjoyed a true Enga mumu along the road he built over the misty mountain top pass 
into Monokam.  Jacob then escorted us the length of the Highlands Highway through Mt Hagen, Goroka, Kundiawa, 
Kainantu and Ukarumpa to Lae.  The scenery was epic and the abysmal road conditions just as epic!  Portions of the 
road were completely or partially washed away but the vehicles were still rolling.  Jacob said his trucks could only 
sustain a 40Kmph (25 or so MPH) moving average.  Once in Lae we stayed in one of his empty staff housing 
facilities, enjoyed meals with him and his extended family, and then took his yacht across the Huon Gulf to Salamua 
for snorkeling and swimming.  His companionship and the safety his presence offered was unexpected and 
wonderfully welcome.  The tropical Lae Christmas contrasted strongly with the winter our family is used to in Idaho.   
          PNG continues to be a country of contrasts, and seeing PNG through the perceptions of my wife and children 
was eye opening.  They observed striking contrasts wherever they went ranging from wonderful surprises to genuine 
concern.  Our girls were concerned that the majority of people did not have regular jobs and at the same time amazed 
at the complexity and organization of the 
family gardens everywhere, and that these 
gardens could feed the extended family 
year round.  They were surprised at the 
level of trash and filth in the cities and 
amazed at the level of cleanliness and 
vibrant colorful clothing that people wore 
both in the towns and especially the 
traditional colors in the local villages.  There 
were instances where our girls were 
overwhelmed and scared by the attention 
they attracted as young white females and 
at the same time blessed by the number of 
people who genuinely loved on them and 
showered them with gifts such as bilums, 
mumus and shell jewelry!  Our youngest 
daughter Faith, had a wonderful time 
making friends and told me, “Daddy, it’s so 
much easier to make friends here than at 
home!”    The passion they witnessed in the 
people for the Good News of Jesus was inspiring to them just as the passion with which they saw people arguing in 
church meetings or pursuing Sanguma was unsettling, even horrifying!  They were distressed by the awful condition 
of the roads in PNG but they liked it much more than the Indiana Jones ride at Disneyland since it was the real thing! 
          We had the opportunity to be a part of a local wedding ceremony for the son of Sakatao Jack, (picture above) a 
man who had been a cook boy for mom in the early 70’s and had helped her take care of me while we lived at 
Amapayaka.  His hugs and welcome can only be described as pure joy!  And being able to offer up Kina for additional 
Bride price for his daughter-in-law will endure in my memory forever.  The girls witnessed firsthand true community 
spirit in the raising of children.  Specifically, Rev. Patrick Minato and his wife Doris were willing to house and foster 
their niece while she was at University.  On the other hand they were somewhat concerned by the frequency and 
casualness with which people were willing to ask for donations and financial support.  Sierra was sobered and told me 
it reminded her just how blessed life in the USA really is.  
          Overall our little family has been left humbled by the experience of visiting PNG and honored to be a part of 
such a rich heritage of wonderful Christ-like life and action.  Joy relayed that she was taken by how much the people 
of PNG were proud of their country and struck that they were honored that we would visit and spend time with them.  
The openness and generosity of the people of PNG constantly brought us up short and made a lasting impression.  
We left PNG exhausted, and though our time was short, it was very full.  With Gods help, maybe we will return 
someday and write a new chapter in the story about “home.” 
 

 Roy and Judy Schache will be in PNG from early March until mid May, 2018, and there will be no one to 
pick up the mail at PO Box 661 Warrensburg, MO during that period of time.  If you intend to send any 
mail to this location, please hold off until Schache's return in mid May. 

 



 

 

10 

  

           

In Memoriam:  We remember the following missionary friends who passed on to 
glory during 2017. 

 
Norma Heinicke     Linda Starick 

John Johnston     Beth Brandon 

Clarence (Clancy) Schultze   Loretta Adler 

Rev Walter Fehrmann    Rev Don Rothenbush 

Christine Yarroll     Ruth Wagner 

Edward Dicke      Rev Daniel Watato (from Sirunki) 

Rev Herb Schaan 

 

Anton Lutz Battles Sanguma  

          For those who have not been following the stories in the news, sanguma beliefs, sexualized torture and mob 
murder have come to Enga. In the last five months alone, we have seen attacks on fourteen women in just the 
Wapenamanda District. Half did not survive. Those who did are not able to return to their homes or families. This does 
not count the child north of Sirunki who was tortured by seven men. We face a plague of false belief and ‘justified’ 

violence against those most vulnerable in our rapidly 
changing society. 
          I have worked to get these survivors to safety and 
ensure they have the medical and counseling services they 
need. But we’ve also begun working on the teaching 
resources that we will need to combat this new idea. I am, 
very intentionally, not calling the sanguma beliefs and 
violence a ‘spiritual matter’ (though I easily could) because I 
believe doing so unnecessarily reinforces the 
unsubstantiated rumor that Satan has sent his demons into 
these women, thereby imbibing them with destructive, evil 
energy which can only be combatted through further 
destruction or, according to some, through ‘spiritual warfare’ 
by which they seem to mean some kind of exorcism followed 
by mandatory extreme religiosity.  
         The ‘new idea’ that some women and their children 
have an evil alien creature inside of them which is ‘spiritually’ 
eating the hearts of those who are dying of AIDS and typhoid 
and heart attacks and who therefore need to be labeled / 
exorcised / exiled / tortured / murdered is firmly established in 
the minds of all but a very few of our friends in Enga.  And not 
just in Enga. If you read the PNG Facebook pages, you’ll see 
that a very significant number of Papua New Guineans on 
Facebook are in support of this torture and murder. If you 
watch the torture videos that are coming out, or argue with 
the police and the health care workers that victims of torture 

deserve care, it’s obvious that those who endorse the varieties of this evil are ‘the many’ and we who stand in support 
of those falsely accused are ‘the few.’ This is true even in the riven Gutnius Lutheran Church. So be it.  
          So, what is needed? The Church must take a faithful and courageous stand. Perhaps the PNGMS can continue 
to be a part of that journey. I hope so.  
          We need your prayers, and we need the 
insight and wisdom the Lord has granted you over 
many years. Please, if you can, share with those of 
us on the ground and with our beloved friends in 
Enga. The ‘wildfire’ is not a wildfire of sorcery and 
witchcraft but a wildfire of assumptions and 
violence, of obtuse theology, of suspicion and of 
scapegoating. And the people are suffering. Come, 
Lord Jesus. 
           
 

The face of grief; Shirley's mother and daughter 
comfort each other. They are from the Main tribe in 
the Wapenamanda District. Shirley was accused of 
“sanguma” (witchcraft) and severely tortured at 
Pompabus on September 16, 2017 and died of her 
injuries a week later at Kudjip Hospital. I took this 
photo as they put Shirley’s body into the coffin.  

 

Lord, where there is silence, let me speak Your truth. 
  Where there is timidity, give me Your calm and courage.  
  Where complicity is easy, Lord, let me stand with You.  
And where there is danger, grant rescue and safety; 
  where there is betrayal, relationships rightly restored; 
  where there is idolatry, repentance and discipleship; 
  where there is brokenness, healing in body and mind; 
  where false beliefs, education and critical thinking; 
  and where there is much fear, trust in only You, Lord. Amen. 

https://www.google.com.pg/search?ei=tHSLWprXMsj18gXEnqGIDg&q=Anton+Lutz%2C+sorcery%2C+sanguma&oq=Anton+Lutz%2C+sorcery%2C+sanguma&gs_l=psy-ab.3..35i39k1l2.31974.32309.0.33097.2.2.0.0.0.0.355.355.3-1.1.0....0...1c.1.64.psy-ab..1.1.355....0.UIG0whGh

