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Let us return and visit the Brothers ... where we proclaimed the Word of the Lord  
and see how they are doing. Acts 15:36 

 
Figure 1 

 

      The vivid photo at the top of this page features the current faculty and  
students of Timothy Lutheran Seminary (TLS) Birip, which has been the primary 
focus of continuing mission projects of the Papua New Guinea Mission Society  
over the past ten years.  Roy and Judy Schache have visited annually to help  
improve infrastructure.  Ron and Mary Anne Rall have a current call from the  
LCMS to serve TLS in theological education, and Harvey and Narita Kath  
visited several times some years ago to work on curriculum revision. 
       Rev. John Nathan, the current principal of TLS offers the following thanks.   
“Please mention our heartfelt thanks to every member of PNGMS. Their  
continual help in upgrading this seminary and in the general seminary budget  
per year is something the seminary will never forget.  Your helping hands will  
always be a blessing.  The first help in tuition fee from PNGMS was distributed.  
Most of it went to work-mission students. PNGMS’ help makes the seminary  
shine for the GLC. The congregations are doing well.” 
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"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore, we  
will not fear...The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” 
 
       In this time of Easter joy and Covid-19 sadness and fear, we find comfort  
in Psalm 46.  God IS with us and He will never leave us.  Our heartfelt prayer  
is that the people of Papua New Guinea feel God’s power and protection and  
remain faithful to Him in this time of trial. Ron and I arrived in PNG on January  
7th in blissful ignorance of the havoc that the corona virus would cause  
throughout the world. We came a month before the Seminary started classes  
because we were on that side of the world, in Thailand, for our son’s wedding. 
Ron was able to accomplish much in that month—preparing for classes and  
visiting congregations.  The book shipment of over 36,000 books (picture at  
right) also arrived from Lae in great shape thanks to Jacob Luke.  
 Our daughter Emily, (pictures below) a PNGMS board member  
and physician’s assistant spent the month of January with us. Emily and  
Judy Schache kept busy with daily front door clinics. (One young boy at Yakenda  
came to Emily with a plastic bag holding a chunk of his tibia! He had a case of osteomyelitis—untreated for 2 
years!)  Josiah Zeigler, whose Dad is the Lutheran Hour Speaker, also joined us that month as part of his senior 
servant event and was very helpful with the clinics and elsewhere!  Finally, our son Chris (pictured above) and his 
wife Kapau were with us for 2 weeks in February.  We had hoped that teacher Christine Butte from Winter Haven 
would come to work at HLIS during her summer vacation and Paul Muench would come to the Sem for part of a term, 
but both were postponed. 
 We were blessed in our contact with the Seminary students—men with a strong sense of their calling to the 
ministry. Ron was excited to be part of their spiritual formation. There are many trials in the GLC leadership, but it is 
our firm belief that the most important task for the GLCPNG is to educate strong pastors to minister to the people 
whom we all love.  The leadership still struggles with the issue of two bishops, and politics in the church is a constant 
problem that can only be resolved by the GLC itself. 
 Although we had planned to stay in PNG through May or June, it became apparent on March 15th that we 
should leave because of the Covid-19 pandemic. As countries closed their borders around us, we left and arrived 
home on the 17th. We hope to return later in the year. 
 If Covid-19 hits PNG, there could be some needs that PNGMS could fill; we will keep in touch!  Please pray 
that Julie and Anton Lutz remain in good health and strong in their service. 
 The PNGMS scripture verse is “Let us return...to see how the brothers are doing.”  In many ways, they are 
doing very well; but in some, they need a boost.  We hope to be able to give that boost without interfering.  We do not 
want to return to the early mission days, but rather be a partner in mission, sharing expertise when appropriate. If you 
have any suggestions of ways that we could be doing this, please contact me. In fact, if you have any ideas at all for 
the Papua New Guinea Mission Society let us hear from you! 

  

Letter from the President 
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       The 36,000 books so lovingly collected in 2019 by the  
PNGMS arrived safely in PNG!  Everyone was so excited  
to see the big Mapai Transport truck arrive at Timothy  
Lutheran Seminary, Birip (picture right).  We had to take  
down the Seminary sign so that the tall truck could get  
down the driveway.  Although the books were sent to  
PNG last August in a 40 ft. container through Orphan 
Grain Train in Nebraska, Jacob Luke graciously traded  
that for 2-20 foot containers which were much more  
manageable on the Seminary property and will now serve  
as two permanent storage spaces—one for building  
materials and equipment and the other for printed  
materials for the seminary.  
       Once we had transferred the boxes of books to one  
of the TLS classrooms, any number of persons helped to 
inspect and sort the books further for distribution.  Some  
were already marked for Highland Lutheran International 
School or for TLS Birip, but many boxes were available 
for distribution to other GLC primary schools.  We contacted more than 30 schools  
to come to the Seminary and pick up books. Some schools hired trucks, some teachers walked and took pmv’s 
(public motor vehicles) and some books were sent by plane!    
 
 
 

      We are so grateful to all those who participated in the collecting, 
packing, sending and transporting of these books.  The teachers were 
very excited to get these resources…and we were happy that they arrived 
in great shape thanks to the excellent packing skills of the Orphan Grain 
Train Volunteers and Todd and Jan Luedtke! 
      The pictures tell the story.   
At left Ron and Chris help sort.   
Below far left, Judy and Mary Anne  
deliver books to an elementary  
school near Birip.  Below middle,  
teachers from the Hewa show  
books they have received.  Below  
far right HLIS teachers inspect  
books.  At right, elementary school  
children show books and stuffed  
animals received in the shipment. 
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          Throughout our stay, Judy kept busy continuing the medical service, sponsored a Health Fair including dental 
checks (picture above), made multiple trips to the Wabag Hospital, helped out at HLIS, and led a Saturday Women’s 
Bible Study.        
          Our hasty exit from Birip really slowed down in Port Moresby.  Frustration built as day after day flights were 
cancelled or we were not allowed to board because of Australian Covid-19 entrance requirements. Qantas, our travel 
agent, our kids, the USA embassy, the PNG embassy, the Australian embassy, the Wapenamanda MP and others 
were all trying to find airline flights and travel to the USA.  (Continued on the next page.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Schaches’ 2020 Building and Medical at TLS, Birip 

 Judy and Roy departed for Papua New  
Guinea on January 7th, 2020, and after a delay of one  
day in Port Moresby, were met by Rev. Ron Rall at  
the Mt. Hagen airport for the two-hour drive into the 
Enga Province to Timothy Lutheran Seminary at  
Birip.  Roy was eager to start work on the following  
Monday building a permanent workshop for the Birip  
Station.  Judy was eager to help Emily Rall who was  
there for a few weeks to conduct medical clinics,  
and also to continue these clinics until the supplies  
ran out.  Throughout the duration of our stay many  
visitors/volunteers joined us to help with the work  
including Emily Rall, Josiah Ziegler, Chris and  
Kapau Rall, and Daryl and Helen Miegel. 
 Early that first Monday morning, six workers arrived  
ready to work.  Four of the men were workers from previous years and two were new men wanting to learn the trade.  
After a brief orientation of work to do, they began clearing the area for the new project.  The four-room old dorm that 
was left standing had to be leveled and straightened as it was about 6-8 inches too low on the Wapenamanda side.  
On Tuesday, another previous painter came to join the work crew.  Once the building was aligned, work started on 
preparing the foundation and concrete base work for the walls.  We also cut down a huge pine tree, sawed much of 
it into lumber and then used some of it on the project.  Later we ordered and took delivery of 1 X 6 hard-wood from a 
Sawmill on the Kandep range.  The rest of the lumber used to erect the structure’s framework was salvaged lumber 
from the previous year’s demolition work, and the metal siding around the building was salvaged roofing iron from 
the same demolition.  (Roy and the work crew are pictured above at devotions.) 

           A week or so later, the containers with the shipment of 
school library books arrived, so these had to be positioned and 
the contents sorted and distributed.  The Ralls did a great job in 
doing this since the seminary classes hadn’t started as yet.  After 
one container was emptied, Roy was able to store surplus project 
materials in it.  Also added to the project work was the 
preparation and positioning of two Tuffa water tanks.  Many 
thanks to Mapai Transport for providing transportation for the 
tanks plus other supplies from Mt. Hagen to the project. 
          In the middle of March, we were on schedule with the 
building project, but our time was cut short by evacuation due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  The Ralls and Dickes left on March 16th, 
but our travel agent could only get us out on the 19th.  Roy and 
the workers quickly made critical finishing touches and secured 
the new workshop even though the building was not connected to 
the main power.  Pictures of the stages of construction below 
show (l-r) framing, undercoating the siding and the finished work. 
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Mission Central: Iowa 

 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

maintains a website with a link to all of their missionaries 

currently serving the Lord overseas - 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries    The website provides 

prayer information and service information for each 

missionary and also indicates how Lutherans in the USA 

can support them. 

 

Mission Central in Iowa partners with the LCMS 

in telling the story of God’s work around the world through 

LCMS missionaries.  Its mission is  "Telling more and 

more people about Jesus, so that there will be more 

people in our real home in heaven."  Its vision is "Every 

Christian praying for and PERSONALLY supporting a 

missionary or mission project!"    website:   

http://www.missioncentral.us 

 

            Lutherans Engage the World is an LCMS 
publication that contains information about mission 
projects and personnel in various countries of the world.  
It aims to engage the church in the work of witness and 
mercy throughout the world in our life together as the 
LCMS.  Access it on the web at the following url.   
engage.lcms.org 

 

Lutherans Engage the World 

 

 

PNGMS Board Members 
 

President:  Mary Anne Rall        
rallpela@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President:  Todd Luedtke 
tluedtkepng@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary:  Carrie Koehn 
koehnca@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Roy Schache 
schache@embarqmail.com 

 
Board Members: Bob Holst,  Janet 
Luedtke, Emily Rall, Dan Trinklein 

 
PNGMS 

PO Box 661 
Warrensburg, MO 64093-0661 

 

 

LCMS Missionary Website 

 

Mission of Christ Network 

           The Mission of Christ Network is a Christian 
outreach  organization that enables lay workers to 
effectively work in God’s mission internationally.  
Individuals trained, sent and supported by MCN 
discover their place as God’s instruments of witness 
and love at home and abroad.  It is based in Concordia 
Missouri.  There is more detailed information at 
missionofchristnetwork.org 

 

             Finally, we were approved to board a plane the following 
Monday before the Qantas flight departed for Brisbane.  It was sad to 
leave so many USA-bound people still trying to leave PNG.  A couple 
blessings came out of all this chaos: our hotel was complimentary, 
and we were able to re-acquaint with Rev. Fred and Gloria Strickert, 
who were teaching at MLS, Lae, and who were on the mission field 
in Enga during 70s and 80s.  (See articles pp. 6+7.) 
 As always, the Schaches were blessed through this trip, and 
we pray that the Lord will bless our efforts in the work accomplished 
and protect the PNG nation from the Covid-19 pandemic. 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schaches at Birip 2020 continued 

Ralls at Birip 2020  

           Mary Anne and I arrived one  
month before the first term started at  
Timothy Lutheran Seminary, so i was  
able to visit several outstations.  I spent  
time getting books and supplies for the  
four Bible schools: Yaramanda, Kopiago,  
Papayuku and Kandep.  Tambul is still  
trying to get their classroom/student dorm  
finished and Munduku is closed because  
of tribal fighting.  At the seminary, I  
taught Pastoral Theology to 11 first year  
students, Genesis to 8 second year  
students, and Preaching to 9 fourth year  
students.  Each class meets twice a week for 2 hours, for a total 
of 12 hours of teaching, which is the same for all the teachers.   
          I made two extended trips (Friday to Sunday) to Mendi 
and Tarua and took the 4th year students along so they could 
get some “field experience."  These trips allowed time for doing 
several Bible study/workshops as well as preaching.  The 
congregations in these areas are doing very well and are 
excited to have visits from a missionary.   
          We had some interesting challenges with some Moses 
Kili people in the Mendi area that turned into a public theological 
debate.  False teaching is a serious problem in some GLC 
areas so our pastors need to be well equipped to combat it. As 
always, it was a joy to preach every Sunday at different 
congregations, to do an opening service at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
High School with over 2,000 students, to celebrate at the 
opening of Sirunki High School and to share God’s Word of 
comfort at several funerals. We were sad to leave the country 
months before  
we had planned, 
but we look  
forward to  
returning later  
in the year,  
God willing.   
(At right, Ron  
relaxes with  
Bishop Nick of  
the Gutnius  
Lutheran  
Church of  
PNG.) 
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Strickerts Return to MLS in PNG  

              Unfortunately, our time at MLS was under the cloud of the global coronavirus pandemic.  Students, who are 
already preoccupied with malaria and other tropical diseases, quickly became educated in what seemed at first like a 
far-off disaster. At the beginning of February, the principal brought in a public health nurse and an internal medicine 
physician to present an information session for the MLS community.  The good news was that the government had 
already put restrictions on incoming ships--a major concern for the port of Lae—with ships (many from China) required 
to anchor offshore for two weeks before docking and unloading.  Likewise, health personnel were meeting each 
arriving plane in Port Moresby to monitor incoming passengers. By mid-March we led another community presentation 
concerning the growth of the pandemic with Fred describing how churches throughout the world had already been 
affected, including the shutdown of Bethlehem and Jerusalem, Pope Francis walking through the empty streets of 
Rome praying for victims in Italy, and plans unfolding for empty churches in the States on Easter. Gloria (pictured 
below wearing a gift hat from students) followed with guidelines for how  
students and faculty might offer pastoral care appropriate in this situation  
and then with guidelines for social distancing, a difficult task for a society  
used to shaking hands and sitting crowded together in the pew.  
          Papua New Guinea seemed to escape the virus until Friday  
March 20, when a Spanish worker arrived back from Spain to Lae  
showing symptoms but testing negative before a positive test. Health  
personnel acted quickly to isolate him and send him to a hospital in  
Australia, and there was no spread of the virus.  We were impressed  
that the workers at the Lae airport wore masks and gloves. On Tuesday  
March 24 an emergency order went into effect grounding all domestic  
flights and banning all PMVs between provinces. Students at MLS and  
other education institutions were sent home until after the Easter holiday  
break. During Holy Week, a second case was detected in East New  
Britain.  Then on April 17, five more cases were announced  
(3 residents along the western border with Indonesia and 2 from  
Port Moresby including a government worker).  So, the number of  
cases has now reached seven as we write. We pray they can keep  
the virus contained. 
          Our biggest regret is that we had to leave early.  We had booked  
our tickets to stay through Easter.  However, by mid-March airlines  
were cutting back on their flights. Qantas contacted us on March 19  
notifying us that they would discontinue international flights within the  
next week and that we needed to reschedule.  (continued on page 7) 

 

          Thirty-eight years after leaving Papua New Guinea, after our six 
years term of service at Timothy Seminary, Birip, we had the privilege 
of returning to PNG from January to March 2020.  Thanks to an 
invitation from Principal Michael Wan Rupulga through ELCA Global 
Mission we were able to teach at Martin Luther Seminary during the 
first term of this academic year.  Gloria taught “Theology of Pastoral 
Care” to third year students and Fred taught “The Acts of the Apostles” 
and “The Intertestamental Period: History and Literature” as elective 
courses.  We also had the opportunity to lead worship, to mentor 
students one on one, and to participate in the full life of the seminary 
community. (In the picture at left Fred leads MLS chapel.)  We were 
impressed by the sacrifices that so many of the students had made to 
attend seminary, and also their vocational commitment and eagerness 
to learn and to experience spiritual growth.  We especially enjoyed 
getting to know the students from Enga and to recall pleasant 
memories when one of them would mention the name of his “as ples.” 
          During this term, the seminary initiated their first four students in 
the Master of Theology program.  The students began with a two-week 
on-campus course on research methodology and they will return to 
campus later in the year for a course on academic writing.  The bulk of 
their work will take place through distance learning.  Each student is 
paired up with a mentor who will stay in contact through email and 
skype. The mentors include three former PNG missionaries in 
Adelaide and myself (Fred).  The goal is that each student will 
complete their program over a two-year period. 
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        So, we ended up finishing our classes (picture at right), saying goodbyes,  
and packing in just 36 hours.  The big surprise was that on our March 21 arrival  
in Moresby after our early morning flight from Lae, we were informed that  
Australia had closed its borders to Americans. As a result, we ended up  
spending four days in the POM airport check-in area, filling out a series of  
applications to Australia for an exemption to transit through the Brisbane  
airport and waiting patiently.  The good news was that we did not wait alone.   
There were about twenty other Americans connected with various PNG  
mission organizations also waiting.  Best of all, we recognized the couple  
two places ahead of us in line as Roy and Judy Schache, which led to a  
pleasant reunion and mutual encouragement, and through the Schaches, a visit from Dr. Timothy and Jennifer who 
spent a whole day sitting and waiting with us.  Fortunately, our eldest daughter has a friend in the Washington, 
D.C. Australian Embassy who was willing to advocate for us and cut through the red tape so that we, along with 
another 20 Americans, were able to fly out of Port Moresby on March 24 on the last Qantas flight out of PNG, and 
then continue on the last trans-Pacific Qantas flight from Brisbane to Los Angeles, and from there home to  
North Carolina. Our two weeks of quarantine were filled with thanksgiving that we had been blessed by our 
acceptance into the MLS community and by accompanying angels all the way home.  (Article by Fred Strickert.) 

 

          It is astounding how God calls and uses His people in His 
global mission here on earth.  Fred and Gloria Strickert are an 
excellent example.  Fred and Gloria arrived in PNG with their 
two-year old daughter Angela in 1975 to serve the Gutnius 
Lutheran Church of PNG at Timothy Lutheran Seminary (TLS) 
Birip.  Married in 1970, Gloria had graduated from Concordia 
University Seward and then served St. John’s Lutheran School in 
St. Louis while Fred studied and graduated from Christ Seminary 
Seminex, having graduated earlier from Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne.  In 1976, while serving at TLS, Fred was 
ordained by the first National Bishop of the GLC Waima Waesa, 
along with Marcus Felde, Maniosa Yakasa, and Pausa Chaplain 
Sommy Setu.  He and Gloria had two more children, Ben and 
Rachel, while they were serving at Birip and then returned to the 
USA in November of 1981, settling in Iowa. 

                    In Iowa, Gloria served in youth ministry at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Iowa City and St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Waverly, Iowa as Fred pursued his doctoral degree at the University of Iowa, after which he served from 
1986-2010 as Professor of Religion at Wartburg College in Waverly.  During that time Gloria studied Clinical Pastoral 
Education at the University of Iowa Hospital & Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, graduated from Wartburg Seminary and 
completed her seminary internship with Rev. Mitri Raheb at Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem, where Fred was 
spending his sabbatical.  In 1996, Gloria was consecrated as a Deacon in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
and then became Hospital Chaplain at Covenant Medical Center, Waterloo, Iowa and later Head Chaplain at Allen 
Hospital in the same city. 
          Both Fred and Gloria retired early in 2010 and then went to Jerusalem to serve for three years together as 
Pastor and Assistant at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer.  In 2013, they retired to Southport, North Carolina, and 
since then have also served in India:  Fred as Visiting Professor at Gurukul Theological Institute in Chennai, India and 
Gloria as Chaplain at Padhar Lutheran Hospital in Madya Pradesh, India. 
          Their most recent service this year at Martin Luther Seminary in Lae brought their wealth of expertise to the 
Lutheran Churches of Papua New Guinea.  Their lives have been truly blessed by God, and they have blessed and 
been blessed by all of the people they have touched in God’s global family 

Fred and Gloria Strickert: God’s Global Servants 

We Grieve the passing of God’s Global Servant,  
Roland Freund, Rejoicing he is with the Lord.  
          Roland Paul Freund died in his Carlisle home  
on April 9, 2020, at age 80.  A specialist in farm  
management and planning, he trained and  
coached farmers throughout the local Pennsylvania  
area, Maine, Swaziland, Papua New Guinea,  
and Moldova for over 54 years.  He believed that  
helping farmers become more efficient helped  
them provide food for the world. 

 

                                         We Celebrate with 
Roy and  

Judy Schache  
on their fiftieth 

wedding  
anniversary, 

 April 4, 2020. 
Married in PNG 
at HLIS in 1970 
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      A brief look at COVID-19 in Papua New Guinea on  
Easter weekend, 11 April 2020 by Julie Lutz. 
        I am so very sorry to hear how close COVID-19 is  
to most of you reading this brief report.  As you know,  
the picture changes rapidly, even in Papua New Guinea. 
Here in PNG, any direct impact from the virus still  
seems very distant.  Yet, the internet keeps Anton and  
me acutely aware of the devastation in the US and  
around the world.  We cannot escape the possibility  
-- the probability? -- of impending, overwhelming  
disaster for PNG just around the corner.  We know the  
prevailing social habits of Engas gathering close at  
funerals, packing haus lotus particularly this Holy  
Week, and cramming PMVs to raun nating.  We know  
clean water is inaccessible for most rural people and  
"Wash your hands frequently" are words in the wind.   
We know how many lapuns grew up in smoke-filled  
homes which has weakened their lungs over time.   
We have watched the deadly rise of heart disease, diabetes, and high blood pressure in the educated, working 
population.  We know the fragility of the health care system in the best of times.  Nurses will try, doctors, how few 
there are ... but what will they be able to do should COVID-19 patients require more than they can do... and how will 
they be able to care for the patients they already have?   
       By God's grace and effective work by the PNG government to limit and now cease all incoming international 
travel, PNG has only had two positive cases of the virus.  Every attempt is being made to follow up on their contacts, 
including testing.  PNG is currently under a "State of Emergency" for two months.  Life has changed; COVID-19 
cannot be ignored, even if most people don't know what the fuss is about.  Travel within PNG has restrictions which 
change -- for a while, there were no domestic flights and cross provincial border traffic has been banned.  This 
weekend, no PMVs are to operate.  Groups are not to gather.  Store hours are curtailed.  Schools are closed at least 
until 27 April, including Timothy Lutheran Seminary and the Bible Schools of the Gutnius Lutheran Church.  I do not 
know any school's plan following 27 April. 
       One of my grave concerns are attitudes I hear today from some folks which say, "We don't see anything.... why 
be concerned."  "We're immune, we can't get it!"  "They're checking temperatures at the Enga border, so we're safe."  
Or, from our Christian friends, "The virus won't come here.  We pray.  We believe God will protect us."  Well ... yes ... 
we do pray.  Perhaps in His mercy, God will grant the miracle that COVID-19 will pass over PNG.  Yet we also strive 
to help others understand that physical distancing and hygiene may be part of the way God will protect us.   
       So we pray, Lord, have mercy.  May this coronavirus not be a plague upon Papua New Guinea.  Give wisdom to 
the PNG leaders who make critical decisions for the well-being of the people in Papua New Guinea.  Grant the 
population a spirit willing to learn and adjust their behaviors to forestall the transmission of the virus, for the welfare of 
themselves and their neighbors; spur on those who are giving that awareness.  Give courage and needed medical 
resources to the health care staff who will be on the front lines striving to care for patients with COVID-19.  Readily 
heal those who are ill.  Comfort those whose loved ones die.  Protect the population from undue fear and from 
opportunistic rascal behavior.  Relieve the suffering of those who face hunger, loss of work, and other hardships due 
to attempts to contain the virus.  Grant each of us who care about PNG, whether within the borders of PNG or from 
afar, a heart which acknowledges God's protection.  May this be a time when, through ways yet unseen, faith will be 
strengthened, and God will be glorified.   Lord, in you we trust.  Amen.   

 

Grace Koehn Interns with PNGMS Covid-19 in PNG by Julie Lutz 
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Ruth E. Van Reken, Author of TCK 
Resource, will Share at the July, 2021 

PNGMS Bung in Boise 
 

     
I spent my first 13 years in Kano and loved growing up there. There were lovely trees to climb, friends with whom I 
played soccer, markets in which to shop and bargain, and a harmattan at Christmastime! Although I went to 
boarding school for first and second grade, after my third grade during our year's furlough, my mother home 
schooled us for the next four years. I am grateful for those extra years at home that many of my peers didn't have in 
those early years of missions. 
 
At age 13, I returned to 8th grade in the States and experienced what is now known as 're-entry'. In my day we had 
no language for it. All I knew was that for someone who always thought she fit in and belonged in her community, 
suddenly I was a stranger in a world named by my passport as my own but surely not one in which I fit. I decided in 
high school I would never mention Nigeria again and just become "American"...whatever that meant! 
 
During that first year in high school, my parents returned to Nigeria but as yet there were no international schools 
through high school, so I remained in the States with my grandmother and Aunt.  Those were good years when I had 
many friends again and the life of my childhood seemed almost surreal.  
 
My parents returned to the USA when I was a freshman in College and then went back to Africa a year later. By the 
time they next returned, I had finished my nursing program and was about to get married. It was a way of life my MK 
peers at that time knew well. It was not about being loved; it was simply how we did things! 
 
In time, I married David, whose parents had been missionaries in China. After his medical school, we went into the 
Navy for two years and then to Liberia where we served for nine years and raised our three daughters. At age 39, I 
began journaling to try to understand why, with such a truly wonderful life, I struggled with some unnamed sense of 
depression. As I journaled, I touched the grief that lay behind so many transitions and losses of those I loved due to 
Oceans between. Eventually that journal was published as Letters Never Sent, and I began to hear from others and 
work with Dave Pollock who had developed the Third Culture Kid (TCK) Profile. TCKs are those of any sector whose 
parents have gone overseas for reason of a career, and he had found some fairly common characteristics in this 
larger group of persons, which included not only MKs, but children of Military, Foreign Service, and Corporate 
workers.  
 
In the end, I worked with Dave to write his material into a book with other things we were learning. While I was 
working on the book, Dave traveled extensively to international and missionary schools sharing what he had learned. 
After the publication of Third Culture Kids: Growing UP Among Worlds in 1999 and Dave's death in 2004, I also 
began to travel extensively speaking at international schools and organizations, to parents, teachers, even kids, 
trying to help normalize the great gifts and yet paradoxical challenges that a life of global mobility has while growing 
up. I have rejoiced to see so many people be able to use their gifts far more fully when they aren't bound by 
wondering "what's wrong with me?" as I did on my return at age 18. 
 
 

 

Greetings! My name is Ruth Van Reken and I am very much looking 
forward to being with you at your conference in July of 2021.  
 
For those who don't know me, I guess I'd have to say I have unknowingly 
been interested in the topic of missionary kids since my birth to missionary 
parents in Kano, Nigeria. My dad had been born to and raised by 
Presbyterian missionaries in what was then Persia, now Iran. My 
grandparents, whom I never met, are buried in that land. Another great aunt 
spent 40 years in China, and three of them in an internment camp during 
the war. Other relatives have also served in various countries around the 
world so, for me, the whole concept and world of "missions" has been part 
of my very fiber throughout my life. 
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Ruth Van Reken Continued 
 

In a globalizing world, I also see that the experience many of us had as TCKs  
has become common for countless others who grew up cross-culturally for  
many other reasons. For that reason, I enjoy expanding the application of what  
we have learned from our MK/TCK lives to other Cross-cultural kids (CCKs)  
and the adults they have become. This is becoming the new normal, so it is  
exciting for me that the more we understand our own stories, the more we  
can use them to help others in this sometimes-confusing world to understand  
theirs as well. I look forward to sharing some of these thoughts with you in not  
only talks but interactive sessions as well. 
 
Ruth E. Van Reken 
www.crossculturalkid.org 
 
Third Culture Kids: Growing Up Among Worlds, 3rd edition 
https://www.amazon.com/Third-Culture-Kids-3rd-
Growing/dp/1473657660/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505496203&sr=8-1&keywords=third+culture+kids 
 
Letters Never Sent, updated, 2012, by Summertime Publishing 
https://www.expatbookshop.com/book/letters-never-sent/ 

 

HLIS is Gradually Rebuilding 
 

Tell us Your Story / Share Your Thoughts in the PNGMS Newsletter 
 

At the close of the July 2019 Warabung, Mary Anne Rall spoke about the future of PNGMS and opened the floor for 
thoughts.  This announcement is to reoffer members the opportunity to share thoughts about the future of PNGMS to the 
board, or to share your story for PNGMS members to enjoy in our newsletter.  How have you been serving God’s global 
family since your time in PNG?  How can we best serve the mission and people of the GLCPNG?  Please think about it 

and share/send your story or your thoughts to president Mary Anne Rall at rallpela@sbcglobal.net  
or to newsletter editor Todd Luedtke at tluedtkepng@gmail.com. 

 

          Since the arson fires at Highlands Lutheran 
International School in 2018 and 2019, the school 
has been gradually rebuilding thanks to the 
leadership and guidance of governor Sir Peter 
Ipatas.  The picture at right is the new 
administration building.  Below left is a picture of 
the new elementary school built around the old 
concrete assembly area.  And below right is the 
new faculty home that has replaced the kunai 
structure.  A new three-room science lab and a 
new female dormitory are also under construction. 

http://www.crossculturalkid.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Third-Culture-Kids-3rd-Growing/dp/1473657660/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505496203&sr=8-1&keywords=third+culture+kids
https://www.amazon.com/Third-Culture-Kids-3rd-Growing/dp/1473657660/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1505496203&sr=8-1&keywords=third+culture+kids
https://www.expatbookshop.com/book/letters-never-sent/
https://www.expatbookshop.com/book/letters-never-sent/
mailto:rallpela@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tluedtkepng@gmail.com
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