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Let us return and visit the Brothers ... where we proclaimed the Word of the Lord  
and see how they are doing. Acts 15:36 

 

     My experiences with Papua New Guinea continue to roller coaster as God repeatedly reminds me of the joys and 
challenges of life in His service.  Nearly one hundred missionaries who once served the Gutnius Lutheran Church 
(GLC) of PNG gathered at Timothy Lutheran Church in St. Louis this past July (picture above) to renew relationships, 
worship together and hear about some of the current projects and issues of the mission they have been a part of over 
the past sixty years.  Exhilarating fellowship combined with uplifting worship contrasted sharply with news of sorcery 
and torture in Enga and the multiple fires which have destroyed buildings at Highlands Lutheran International School. 
      The company of people at Warabung came from all over the  
United States, with representatives from New York, Pennsylvania, Florida,  
Texas, Arizona and Washington state, not to mention those from closer 
states like Illinois, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Missouri.  Age range varied  
including a welcome group of missionary children, now adult professionals  
and parents themselves, and Dan Kunert made a humorous but touching  
presentation paying tribute to members of the fellowship who have died 
over the past several years. 
      The fellowship was exhilarating as missionaries, their adult children  
and at times their grandchildren joked, sang, remembered and shared past  
experiences and even planned future adventures.  The worship was uplifting, 
from modern popular choruses to traditional hymns to insightful messages  
centered on the theme of the Spirit of Jesus Christ as the “water of life.”   

July 2019 Warabung Shares Joys and Challenges 
 

• July, 2019 Warabung in STL 

• Letter from the President 

• Books for GLC Schools 

• Rall’s 2019 visit to the GLC 

• LCMS Mission Connections 

• Board Member Information 

• HLIS Fire and Rebuild News 

• Letter From Dr. Martin Dicke 

• Grace Koehn Intern Article 

• 2021 Bung - Chameleon TCKS 

 
 

Contents 



 

 

2 

  

      The flow of memories as participants renewed relationships warmed hearts and stimulated smiles all around.  
Alison Jordan reminded me of the time we celebrated her 1972 Hagen Sports victory by drinking wine from her trophy 
at the Herman Mukatamanda home.  Rev. Harley Kopitske and I shared memories of motorcycles on the mission field, 
and I just got a Facebook report that Kris Kopitske and Timm Herman (who learned to ride motorbikes on Honda 70 
minibikes on the dirt roads of Enga in the 1970s) planned a Harley ride through South Dakota and Wyoming.  Former 
students of Highlands Lutheran School (pictured below) sang a song of “beer in the cellars of old HLS.”  And formal 
presentations from Martin and Marie Dicke, Roy and Judy Schache and Ron and Mary Anne Rall helped update those 
gathered with current collaborations between PNGMS and the Gutnius Lutheran Church of PNG. 
      Challenges in the GLC continue and abound.  Martin Dicke made an informative presentation on the spread of 
sanguma among the Enga, including a printed publication of “Against False Sanguma Beliefs: 23 Theses and a 
Statement of Faith for Christians.”  The statement uses the Bible to clearly oppose false beliefs in “witchcraft” as well as 
sorcery related violence, which often involves persons being accused of possessing spiritual powers and then tortured 
and killed.  The fight to stem sorcery related violence in Enga and around PNG has become a national effort with up-to-
date information at www.stopsorceryviolence.org  Another serious challenge in the GLC involves recent fires at 
Highlands Lutheran International School (HLIS – formerly HLS or Highlands Lutheran School).  After the catastrophic 
destruction of the Administration Building in October 2018, Governor Ipatas stepped in to fund reconstruction, but then 
in May of 2019 three additional fires destroyed the women’s dormitory, several lower grade classrooms and the home 
of the principal.  At present the school continues to operate using alternative classrooms for students, under the 
leadership of Henry Kapao as interim principal.  The school board with Governor Ipatas as chair is seeking expatriates 
for a principal and teachers as well as volunteers for work on further school reconstruction.  The cause of the fires is 
being investigated by police as well as by an HLIS Crisis Committee.  Meanwhile, the GLC itself has been divided for 
many years now and continues to be so, with two bishops, small splinter groups and decreasing membership. 
      Current and former missionaries to the GLC have much to pray for.  GLC members witness continually to the idea 
that the missionaries brought the saving news of Jesus Christ, but spiritual, political and physical challenges of all sorts 
need the guidance of the Holy Spirit – in the lives of the missionaries as well as in the lives of those in the GLC.  (Article 
by T. Luedtke) 

 

At left, Ezekiel Peter, 
Joe Herman, Timm 
Herman and Jacob 
Luke pose for the 
camera.  Ezekiel and 
Jacob were visiting at 
the gathering from 
PNG, Joe lives in 
Washington state and 
Timm is from New 
York. 

Former HLS students:  
   (l-r back) Martin, 
Jeanne and Mark 
Dicke, Jennifer  (Adler) 
Bess, Carrie  (Burce) 
Koehn, Philip Kopitske, 
Krista (Adler) Young, 
Jacob Luke and Timm 
Herman.  
   (l-r front)  Lori (Mohr) 
Buck, Christine (Mohr) 
Rathweg, Victoria ne 
Kopitske, Angela  
(Herman) Buckley, 
Alison (Herman) 
Jordan and Kris 
Kopitske 

http://www.stopsorceryviolence.org/
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Dear Friends, 
 
      The July 2019 Warabung is on my mind!  What a great reunion of old (and young!) friends!  Although 
reminiscing will always be a part of our bungs, it’s time to get some new faces, new energy and new ideas!  It 
would be so great to hear from any number of you in response to the request for thoughts highlighted in the 
announcement at the bottom of this page.  I’m looking forward to the 2021 bung that will focus on Missionary Kids 
and the next generation(s)!  Elections will be held; if you’re interested in a place on the PNGMS Board, make it 
known! 
       2019 was the first year PNGMS has sent an “intern” for a PNG experience!  Grace Koehn will tell you in her 
own words. If you know of a college student who might be interested, have them contact me.  We are still tweaking 
the program, but I would be happy to share current ideas.  
       The PNGMS Board approved several projects at its July meeting:   
       Schaches will spend the first part of the year replacing water tanks, lining 2 seminary classrooms to keep the 
noise down, and building a carpentry workshop on the Birip station 
       Luedtkes will (if health allows) travel to Birip to help sort and distribute the 40,000 library books that PNGMS 
sent to the GLC schools in July.  
       Ralls, whose plane tickets are funded by Mission Support, were approved for US $2,000 for MAF travel for 
GLC pastors and evangelists and $2,000 to help print materials for classes at the Seminary. 
       During our discussion of the large library book shipment, we talked about the need for additional funding to get 
the books all the way to Birip.  Dan Trinklein spoke up to report that Grace Lutheran in Winter Haven, Florida, had 
just collected over $3500 for any PNG needs that might come up.  Why do we EVER doubt God’s 
providence??  We are thankful to the many people who were a part of getting the shipment collected, sorted, 
packed and put on the trucks in St. Louis. The shipment is now scheduled to arrive in Lae on October 17th and 
Jacob Luke has agreed to get it to Birip in 2-20 foot containers which will then be used for storage areas at Birip. 
     Ron and I will be returning to Birip in January 2020, God willing. We plan to spend several months there. With 
the help of the Mapai Foundation and some generous donors, we are hoping to supply the Seminary students with 
tablets, so they have access to books, movies (The Jesus Film, Martin Luther, etc.) and other helps for their 
seminary training. There are many challenges in PNG but there are many strong pastors, evangelists and lay 
people who are willing to work hard to revitalize the GLC. Pray that God will continue to strengthen these 
people!   If you or anyone you know would be interested in working in PNG for a short (or long!) period, please 
contact me. 
     If there were room, I’d share so many things, but to stick in just a few:  I washed the curtains in the PNGMS 
house and some of them literally shredded.  I didn’t know they were 20 years old!  I ended up sewing bathroom 
curtains with white dental floss and a rusty needle, later discovering that Wabag actually DOES sell fabric, thread, 
and rusty needles!! For the first time ever, we could buy a quart of ice cream, and it was still fairly frozen when we 
got it back to Birip!  Eggs are available at trade stores, but they need to be floated…and the list goes on.  It’s a joy 
to return to PNG; thank you for partnering with us! 
  
     Blessings on your service, wherever it is! 
     Mary Anne 

 

 
Please Share Your Thoughts About the Future of PNGMS 

 
At the close of the July Warabung, Mary Anne Rall spoke about the future of PNGMS and opened 
the floor for thoughts.  Since little time was available for discussion, not many ideas were offered, 
so this announcement is to reoffer members the opportunity to send in thoughts about the future 
of PNGMS to the board.  How can we best fulfill our motto?  How can we best serve the mission 
and people of the GLCPNG?  As more members of our community pass away, has our mission 

changed or diminished, requiring some sort of renewal?   Please take a moment to think about it 
and send any thoughts you may have to president Mary Anne Rall at rallpela@sbcglobal.net.   

mailto:rallpela@sbcglobal.net
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      God in His abundant mercy and grace truly blessed the 
book drive begun last March to help provide printed 
resources for the primary schools of the Gutnius Lutheran 
Church of PNG as well as to help resupply the book 
resources lost when the library burned last October at 
Highlands Lutheran International School (HLIS). 
      Boxes and even van loads of books were collected by 
PNGMS members from Washington state to Florida to 
Pennsylvania to rural Illinois to St. Louis.  Grace Lutheran in 
Winter Haven, Florida shipped a whole pallet of books 
directly to Orphan Grain Train in Nebraska.  Roland Freund 
donated his entire collection of National Geographic 
magazines.  Several Lutheran churches in Altamont, Illinois 
collected over 5000 pounds of books for the shipment.  
Karen Zertuche-Price and Carrie Koehn purchased new 
books to include.  And Ralls were able to collect over three 
tons of books from St. Louis area schools and churches, with 
St. James the Greater Catholic School closing and donating 
their entire curriculum for the project. 
      God blessed the transport and shipping as well as the 
collection.  Following the book collection at the bung in July, 
Wolffs, Luedtkes and friends loaded over 5000 pounds of 
books into a fifteen ft. U-Haul for transport to Orphan Grain 
Train (picture top right).  Then at Timothy Lutheran in St. 
Louis, a group of volunteers (picture top middle right) loaded 
over five tons of collected books from a third story classroom 
to a 24 ft. Enterprise rental truck, again for transport to 
Orphan Grain Train (OGT).  A generous gift of over $3500 to 
fund the transport costs came from Grace Lutheran in Winter 
Haven, Florida. 
       At OGT in Norfolk, Nebraska, both the U-Haul and the 
Enterprise were unloaded by volunteers (picture middle 
right) and then repacked (and counted) into standard OGT 
boxes before being loaded into a forty-ft container on pallets 
for transfer to PNG (pictures below).  At OGT, books already 
gifted by others were added to those collected by PNGMS.  
Eighteen pallets of twenty-five cartons each made up almost 
fifteen tons of books in the completely loaded container. 
      The container is projected to reach Lae harbor, PNG in 
October, where the Mapai Group Companies will handle 
customs and transport to Timothy Lutheran Seminary, Birip.  
There they will be unloaded, sorted again, distributed to GLC 
primary schools and used to help rebuild the library at HLIS. 
(Article by T. Luedtke) 

  

Thanks For the Books.  They Are in Transit to GLC Schools 
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Mission Central: Iowa 

 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

maintains a website with a link to all of their missionaries 

currently serving the Lord overseas - 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries    The website provides 

prayer information and service information for each 

missionary and also indicates how Lutherans in the USA 

can support them. 

 

Mission Central in Iowa partners with the LCMS 

in telling the story of God’s work around the world through 

LCMS missionaries.  Its mission is  "Telling more and 

more people about Jesus, so that there will be more 

people in our real home in heaven."  Its vision is "Every 

Christian praying for and PERSONALLY supporting a 

missionary or mission project!"    website:   

http://www.missioncentral.us 

 

            Lutherans Engage the World is an LCMS 
publication that contains information about mission 
projects and personnel in various countries of the world.  
It aims to engage the church in the work of witness and 
mercy throughout the world in our life together as the 
LCMS.  Access it on the web at the following url.   
http://www.lcms.org/lutheransengage 

 

Lutherans Engage the World 

 

 

PNGMS Board Members 
 

President:  Mary Anne Rall        
rallpela@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President:  Todd Luedtke 
tluedtkepng@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary:  Carrie Koehn 
koehnca@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Roy Schache 
schache@embarqmail.com 

 
Board Members: Norita Kath,  Janet 
Luedtke, Emily Rall, Dan Trinklein 

 
PNGMS 

PO Box 661 
Warrensburg, MO 64093-0661 

 

 

LCMS Missionary Website 

 

Mission of Christ Network 

           The Mission of Christ Network is a Christian 
outreach  organization that enables lay workers to 
effectively work in God’s mission internationally.  
Individuals trained, sent and supported by MCN 
discover their place as God’s instruments of witness 
and love at home and abroad.  It is based in Concordia 
Missouri.  There is more detailed information at 
missionofchristnetwork.org 

 

        We left the U.S. on July 10, 2019 and spent that weekend 
in Port Moresby at the Korobosea Congregation.  I did a 
workshop on Saturday and preached on Sunday morning for the 
English and Pidgin services.  We traveled on to Mt. Hagen and 
then Birip on Monday, July 15th.  I preached for the opening 
service at the Seminary for Term 3 on July 17th and taught Wok 
Pasto 2 (Work Pastor 2) to the first year class, Genesis to the 
2nd year and Revelation to the 4th year class during Term 3. 
        On Sundays during our 10 weeks in PNG, I was privileged 
to preach at Irelya, Birip (3 times), the Birip Enga congregation, 
Pogera, Yaramanda, and Tarua as well as the 70th Anniversary 
service held at Irelya on a Tuesday, 3 Wednesday evening 
services at Birip, Pausa High School devotion (twice), Sir Tei 
Abel High School, Lakolama for the dedication of Jacob Luke’s 
new enterprise, a funeral service at Tambul, and a weekend 
study/workshop at Tambitanis.  Other workshops were held at 
Korobosea, Tambitanis, Pogera, Sirunki, Tarua and Kandep.  It’s 
easy to keep busy while in PNG! 
       We had a meeting of the Bible school teachers and 
decided to create a Theological Education Board to set some 
important policies for how Bible Schools should operate.  Our 
second TEB meeting decided upon 5 schools for the next year, 
including new ones at Kandep and Tarua.  Tambul and Munduku 
will be closed for the 2020 school year due to lack of students at 
one and fighting at the other.  The importance of the Bible 
Schools can’t be overstated because they are feeder schools for 
the seminary and the need for strong pastors is paramount! 
       There are many challenges from the Moses Kili group and 
other movements.  Although we had planned to meet with 
Moses Kili in Sirunki, he was unavailable on the date that he had 
confirmed.  We hope to have that meeting early next year. 
Because there is always a need for workshops in outer areas, 
such as Wanekipa (Hewa) and Malamanda (Nete), we will be 
going to PNG 4 weeks before Term 1 starts so that we can be 
available for visiting those areas. Prayers are needed for the 
mission stations such as the Hewa, Penale, Sepik, Munduku, 
Yaim and the Nete.  Pray also for the efforts to encourage both 
bishops to retire so that the church might be united with a Synod 
meeting in 2020.  This idea was put forth by Governor Ipatas at 
the Anniversary Celebration at Irelya in July and most people 
seemed to support it, including Bishop Nik. 
         (The picture below is Ron with the Timothy Lutheran 
Seminary students.) (Article by Ron Rall) 
 

Ralls at Birip – Report October 2019 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries
mailto:rallpela@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tluedtkepng@gmail.com
mailto:koehnca@gmail.com
mailto:schache@embarqmail.com


 

 

 

 

      Perseverance and God’s Spirit of renewal are alive at Highlands Lutheran International School, 
Amapyaka (HLIS) this year in the conflict with forces of tragedy.  Despite multiple fires in May of 2019, the 
interim board under the leadership of Governor Ipatas has appointed Henry Kapao as interim principal and  is 
moving to rebuild the buildings destroyed and revitalize the whole school, including the initiation of HLIS as 
the pilot school in Enga for the Queensland curriculum beginning in 2020. 
      After the administration building fire in October 2018, Governor Ipatas intervened directly at the school, 
created an emergency school board with himself as chair, called in the Enga Provincial police to investigate 
the fire, got permission from Bishop Piso of the Gutnius Lutheran Church to take over government support of 
the school and then funded the rebuilding of the building that had been destroyed.   
      Subsequent fires then destroyed multiple lower school classrooms on 5 May, 2019, (picture above) the 
principal’s house on 10 May, 2019 and the women’s dormitory on 14 May, 2019.  Since these additional fires, 
the school board has met multiple times to strategize for the future of the school and created the HLIS Crisis 
Management Committee headed by GLC executive Ezekiel Peter to lead the future initiative.  The result is 
that the school and the Enga Provincial Government are beginning the construction of multiple buildings to 
revitalize HLIS.  Pictures below show the new administration building (right) and Ezekiel Peter and HLIS 
Chaplain John Pupu at the groundbreaking ceremony for the new constructions (left), which will include a 
three-room science building, a multi-room lower school building, a two-storied girl’s dormitory and additional 
accommodation for faculty. 
        Importantly, the school board is actively recruiting expatriate teachers and an expatriate Lutheran 
principal to lead the school into the future.  HLIS is also anxious to host any volunteers who might be able to 
contribute to the school building reconstruction.  (Article by T. Luedtke) 
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Letter From Dr. Martin Dicke in PNG 
News From Enga 

     It was good to be with all of you at the PNGMS Bung in St. Louis in early July. The following week Marie and I 
returned to PNG for our second two-year term. We had been renting a home at Highland Lutheran International 
School at Amapyaka, but due to three fires on the campus during the month of May, we had our things moved to the 
PNGMS house at Birip and made it a top priority to renovate the double-flats at Mambisanda so we could eventually 
live there. The Ritzman family had left for a scheduled Home Service, so we moved into their home (the old Burce 
home on the top of the hill), and then we learned that the Ritzman family had chosen not to return to PNG for family 
reasons. That was difficult news to share with the seminary and church here but means that we will likely stay in the 
house where they were living. We are redistributing Michael's workload among the staff who are here.  
 
     Speaking of staff, we could use some help recruiting a few new missionaries. At this time, we are in particular 
need of a Theological Educator for Timothy Lutheran Seminary, preferably someone who loves linguistics, likes to 
camp and four-wheel, and loves to teach people about Jesus. Earlier this year the Matros elected not to return after 
five years of service. That leaves a big hole at Martin Luther Seminary, Lae where now the LCMS and the GLC have 
no presence on the staff. HLIS would also like an LCMS principal and some teachers to join their staff. If you are 
aware of anyone who might be inclined to serve as a missionary on this field, please talk to them, pray with them and 
let me know so that I can inform our missionary recruiters.  We are also hoping to establish some short-term mission 
opportunities. 
 
     Regarding HLIS, I have to give credit to the teachers and staff for their fortitude and diligence. Despite all the 
problems at the school, they are continuing to hold school. They are using the house we were renting as their early 
childhood classroom with 17 children in the living room and 14 in the small office. There are still no firm ideas as to 
who actually is responsible for the fires, but school is continuing as Term 4 begins this week. The Governor 
considered moving the school to another location, but since has decided to leave it at Amapyaka, where new 
construction continues. 
 
     We have had a lot of visitors to the field recently. Grace Koehn came to PNG with us in July and stayed for a 
month. She is the youngest granddaughter of Bill Burce and a student at Concordia University Nebraska studying to 
be a Director of Christian Education.  Soon thereafter Rev. Steven Funck and his wife visited for about a week. He is 
the grandson of Dr. Otto Schmidt, the Director of LCMS World Missions in 1948 when mission work was started here. 
Then Dave and Mona Hauser visited along with their son and his family. They stayed at the Wabag Lodge and made 
some connections with acquaintances and co-workers, and they also attended the last day of the week-long 70th 
Anniversary Celebrations held at Redeemer Lutheran Church, Irelya. Then one Saturday, out of the blue, I looked 
outside our living room window and there Steve Heinicke, my old classmate and friend, was walking around the Birip 
campus. What a pleasant surprise! He came to visit PNG with his wife Ann. They made arrangements with Robert 
Bilip, a childhood friend of his with whom he had recently reconnected. 
 
     If you would like to visit, you would be most welcome but please contact us about your plans, especially 
concerning housing and transportation. The believers here are always excited to see and hear from former 
missionaries, who they call “the angels who brought the Good News.” (see Revelation 14:6). You will probably need 
to stay in Port Moresby, where there are good hotels and cars for rent.  When you fly to Mount Hagen, you will find a 
new airport and several good hotels but no rental cars.  If you need a cell phone that works in PNG, Digicell will be 
happy to sell you one and teach you how to use it.  The airport at Wapenamanda is closed for renovations.  Please 
don't all come at once.  We can handle only a few people at a time.  
 
     With regard to the GLC, Governor Ipatas has set up an Inter-Managerial Group to try and bring both sides of the 
church together. We are not sure what will happen with that. There are lots of problems on the field which only the 
Good Lord in His wisdom can solve in His own time. But there are also many faithful believers who have heard the 
Holy Spirit and by His power have come to faith believing in their Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. 
 
Martin Dicke.   
martin.dicke@lcms.org 
www.JubalsLyre.com/PNG    
www.Facebook.com/DickesBacktoPNG    
+675 7049 2615 

 

mailto:martin.dicke@lcms.org
http://www.jubalslyre.com/PNG
http://www.facebook.com/DickesBacktoPNG


 

 

8 

  

 

Grace Koehn Interns with PNGMS 
     This past July, I had the amazing honor of traveling  

to Papua New Guinea for one month to complete a young adult  
missionary internship generously funded by the PNGMS. The time  
I spent in the beautiful highlands of the Enga Province was the  
most incredible experience of my life – not only as the  
granddaughter of one of the first LCMS missionaries in Enga,  
but as an aspiring Lutheran church worker, eager to learn all  
about international mission work. I had the privilege of  
experiencing a culture that has always been such a great part  
of my family history while learning from an amazing group of  
missionaries who are living in service to Christ’s call to share  
the Gospel with all nations. 

Arriving in Port Moresby on July 11th was the best kind  
of overwhelming, as I finally stepped foot in the country that  
I’ve grown up hearing about, and I was greeted with the warmest  
of welcomes by the congregation of Concordia Lutheran Church Korobosea. We sang,  
and cried, and laughed, and hugged – and that was all before lunch.  From Port Moresby, I flew to Mount Hagen, 
drove through the winding roads of the Highlands Highway, and arrived at Birip mission station, where I was 
graciously hosted by Marty and Marie Dicke.  The home we stayed in was the same home that my grandparents 
lived in with their children during their time at Birip; I even slept in my mother’s childhood bedroom. 

One of the things I got to participate in during my internship was working alongside Anton Lutz to develop 
resources to educate people about the realities of sanguma accusation related violence. I also had the honor of 
leading a weekly girls’ Bible study alongside Mary Anne Rall, (picture above right) where we dove into Scripture to 
learn about God’s miraculous work through the various women in the Bible. The young women who attended our 
Bible study were awesome; their thirst for God’s Word moved me; they each have such a passion to live out 
God’s plan for their lives. 

It’s no wonder this incredible place is so loved by my family – the people are kind, the landscape is 
beautiful, and the fruit is delicious (bananas bought in the US are now ruined for me). However, as special as 
PNG is, there is still much work to be done. As I continue my studies at Concordia University Nebraska, I will 
continue to learn and reflect on my time in PNG, all the while praying for God to continue His work and guide me 
there again someday. 

Blessings to all the members of the PNGMS, and to the people of PNG: Tank yu tru. God bai i stap 
wantaim yu oltaim. 

The pictures below show me hugging an older woman at Irelya who remembered my grandfather Dr. Bill 
Burce, and me posing with a group of children at Irelya the day before I left.  (Article and pictures by Grace 
Koehn) 
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The Chameleon and the Gospel:   
A PNGMS project 71 years in the 

Making. 
 

     Levi the chameleon opened his eyes for the first time one cool morning in the  
highlands of Papua New Guinea. He felt the corrugated bark beneath his feet, 
smelled the ferns, flowers, and moldering soil and listened to the calls of a 
dozen different birds.  His curious gaze soaked in the early morning mists 
filtering the new day’s sun through a trillion prisms and as his tongue flicked out 
at the nearest insect, he knew life for the first time.  His skin adjusted without 
thought to his surroundings and he became the tree.  

 
                        Later that month Levi woke as a hand gently lifted him off his perch on a  

                       large branch and placed him in a small lizard’s traveling box.  How he had been 
found and why he was being moved, where he might be going and what it might all be about were not a real concern 
for him.  He knew he could adapt and just settled down for the excursion.  His feet absorbed the color of the tanned 
sawdust on the floor of the box, and he found a nice corner to brace himself in and slept.  
 
     Upon waking some hours later, Levi again found himself being lifted by the gentle hand.  He was placed on a 
surface he had never experienced before.  It was cool and flat; the color was an off white and seemed to extend for 
some distance in all directions.  His natural instincts did not immediately kick in.  This was a color and texture he had 
never adjusted to, but with some effort he managed, and his skin started to blend… but not with as much 
effectiveness as it would have in the jungle.  He spent some time tentatively walking around on flat-white and 
eventually Gentle-Hand placed him back into his little box which was becoming familiar. 
 
     Two days later Gentle-Hand found him sleeping and moved him again.  This new surface was soft, brown, a little 
furry and slightly hilly.  He very much preferred this surface to flat-white and assumed its color quickly.  In his 
excitement he scooted along, ran right off the edge of the sofa and fell. It wasn’t far but it was painful, and his foreleg 
hurt terribly and looked bent.  The floor was cold and gray so adjusting was difficult and he was not very successful.  
Levi just squatted down in pain and hoped Gentle-Hand would find him again.   
 
     Gentle-Hand found Levi and brought him close to his face.  Levi hung on to Gentle-Hand’s large brown finger, 
blinked at the pain but easily shifted color and froze.  “Are you all right?”  Gentle-Hand’s face seemed to ask?  “Yes,” 
said Levi, “but I’m starting to wonder what’s going on and who you are?  All this weird moving about is really pushing 
my limits, I think I just broke my foot and I’m starting to  
think I won’t be alright!”  “Don’t worry Levi.  I picked you  
up and moved you because I want you to grow.  I will  
always be here, and I’ll always find you, but the places  
I put you will not always be easy.”  Levi was not sure what  
he thought about that and frowned at Gentle-Hand.  But  
Gentle-Hand seemed to know exactly what he was  
talking about and He had always found Levi even when  
he was blended in!  “I have a surprise for you little friend.” 
said Gentle-Hand.  As he lowered Levi into his box Levi  
noticed something moving in the corner and realized  
there was another chameleon riding along with him. 
 
     Levi’s story is a simple one meant to introduce a  
framework.  In it, Jesus is Gentle-Hand, the living  
Good News who always finds us and always  
challenges us, the box is the church and children  
raised in other cultures are Levi.  (Article continued on 
the next page) 
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2021 Bung / TCKs / The Chameleon and the Gospel 
 

          Over the last 20 years or so PNGMS has been involved in creating, managing and reporting on projects that 
bolster God’s work through The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod mission to the Enga in PNG.  The leaders and 
participants of this effort are the community of dedicated servants who started the work decades ago.   It has been 
an ambitious, well supported and executed endeavor.  It has taken thousands of work hours, prayer, planning, 
relationship building, vision casting, finances, hardship and grit.  My suggestion in this article, is that there has been 
a “mission project” that started the day the first “Missionary Kid” was born to Dr. Willard and Elinor Burce on Enga 
soil!  Indeed, PNG Missionaries have been involved in creating a mission project in the form of their own children for 
all these decades that is as large as any project undertaken recently.   
 
          Third Culture Kids (TCK’s) are often referred to as chameleons for their ability to adapt to new cultures.  All 
the children of Lutheran Missionaries are Third Culture Kids.  TCKs experience the unique challenge of being 
exposed in their formative years to multiple cultures and values they may not understand but know intuitively they 
must adapt to and mimic to survive.  This can be a source of great strength and great challenge. Much of the 
challenge comes from the struggle to know what their “true color” or identity really is outside of adapting to others 
around them.  In a recent Ted Talk, Japanese TCK and Harvard Fulbright Scholar, Saeko Mizuta, described the life 
of a TCK as “The Traumatizing Gift” because of the challenges that it presents to the developing individual.  
 
          The TCK profile is so profoundly different that throughout the 20th Century its effects on children and families 
living abroad began to be noticed.  Interested parties in international circles, initiated research on those born and 
raised outside their parent’s home culture.  Some of you may be familiar with the book Third Culture Kids: The 
Experience of Growing Up Among Worlds by David Pollock and Ruth Van Reken.  It burst into the international 
community in 1999.  David and Ruth studied and collated the intricacies of the wonderful benefits and brutal 
difficulties inherent in the TCK life coining the phrase “the culture of transition.”  It quickly became ‘the handbook’ 
worldwide for TCK’s and those interested in them and is now in its third edition.   David Pollock passed away in 
2004, but Ruth continues the work traveling and speaking to and on behalf of TCKs all over the globe sharing her 
story, helping TCK’s deal with their uniqueness and providing insights on living between cultures.  She is arguably 
the leading authority and influence in TCK circles speaking into the lives of TCKs from all cultures in the international 
community.   
 
          So, you may be asking at this point, what does this have to do with the PNGMS directly?  Missionaries in PNG 
raised TCK’s!  They raised chameleons who had to learn to survive and adapt culturally. They added to a unique 
culture developing concurrently all over the world of children raised outside their parents’ home culture.  PNG 
Missionary parents also raised their children to know God in His son Jesus Christ.  Of all the projects that the 
PNGMS might find it worth reporting on or unpacking further this one has to rank right near the very top! 
In fact, this unique combination of cross-cultural upbringing and being raised to follow the one true God can be 
found in the Bible among the main New Testament figures.  People who stand between cultures are exactly what 
Peter calls Priests.  Priests are intermediaries who stand between Gods Kingdom (culture) and the world’s culture.  
Paul, called by Jesus was a TCK.  He was raised outside his parent’s home culture, spoke multiple languages and 
as a part of His calling this cultural preparation to an extent enabled Him to reach many different cultures.  
Interestingly, according to some Biblical Scholars most of the disciples Jesus  
recruited were from the area of the Decapolis North of Galilee.  At the time this  
area was known to have a strong multicultural environment. They argue that the  
disciples themselves, had cultural profiles that were very close to TCK’s. 
 
          It is regular practice at the PNGMS bung to unpack and report on the  
ongoing projects in PNG. This “TCK Project” will be unpacked at our next bung!   
To lead our endeavor, Author Ruth Van Reken has graciously accepted an  
invitation to be our keynote speaker at the bung to be held in Boise Idaho  
on the weekend of July 2-4, 2021!  With her insights and expertise, we will  
endeavor to gather as parents of TCK’s, TCK’s, and children of TCK’s and better  
understand our place in God’s Kingdom!  This is a new chapter in the PNGMS.   
If you are reading this, you are a part of the ‘ongoing project.’  I want to invite those  
who have an interest to read Ruth’s book (picture right), bring your stories,  
recall your experiences, write articles, and plan to attend the next bung!  It  
promises to be an occasion that starts a new chapter in the efforts of the PNGMS  
to mobilize PNG TCK’s and new missions to PNG itself, and helps encourage  
the movement of the Gospel through God’s Chameleons to the world.   
(Article by Andrew Luedtke)      
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