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Thoughts and Memories 

2015 PNGMS Bung 

 

Richard Adler 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Arrived in Sept 1972, departed Dec 1981. Taught at HLS and 
Sirunki. Co-founded Kristen Pres. Served in Port Moresby with the 
Churches Council for Media Co-ordination. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Grew up in Minnesota. Graduated from Concordia Teacher’s 
College, River Forest. PNG needed teachers and I was extended a 
call. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Taught Grades 1-4 at HLS for one year. Taught at Sirunki for two years. Developed an adult literacy 
program. Co-founded Kristen Pres in Madang. Was Executive Director for 6 years. Served for 5 years as 
Media Co-ordinator for Churches Council for Media Co-ordination. Lived in Port Moresby. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Assisting Gerry Arndt in baptizing 300 people. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

 Principal at Holy Cross in St. Louis for 14 years.  Worked for AAA as a dispatcher for the past 18 
years. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC 
and its members today?   

Be faithful to the Lord and Savior and He 
will continue to watch over you and bless 
you. 

 

Loretta Adler 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Taught lower grades at HLS for ½ year. 

 

Janet Borchard 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I work with Lutheran Bible Translators. In 1998 I married Terry Borchard and joined him in the Ipili Bible 
translation work. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I assisted Terry and the Ipili translation team. The Ipili New Testament was dedicated and launched in 
Porgera in 2008. It was recorded in 2009. Work on the Old Testament continues. I plan to return to PNG 
for 2016. 

 

 Dick and Loretta Adler 2007 
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5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Terry died of cancer in August 2014. I am continuing to work with the Ipili translation team. 

 

Beth (Heinecke) Bruns 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Born and raised daughter of Rev. Vic  and Norma Heinecke. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

It will always be “Home.” 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired Lutheran school teacher of 37 years. Husband is a 
farmer in Idaho. 

 

Dorothy Degnitz 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Served at Mambis – Immanuel Hospital and APO School: 
1971-1982 (December), and Lutheran School of Nursing: 
1983 to 1986 December. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to 
PNG. 

I am a Nurse/Teacher and could not get back into Nigeria 
so transferred to PNG to help Sandy Rhodes with the APO 
School. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

It was a good time, relatively peaceful, and the young men and women we worked with went on to 
become leaders in their own home places caring for the sick and injured and teaching about God’s love 
for all. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

When I first arrived— one of my first assignments was to go with other staff to all stations and give the 
Gamma globulin injections while meeting all the mission staff. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

One of the things I do now is visit homebound members of our church as a Parish Nurse. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Continue to trust the Lord to lead you for your personal life and for your church. 

 

Patrick and Amanda Densmore 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My parents are Garry and Charla Wolff so I was born in PNG. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was born while my parents were there. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Dorothy Degnitz 2011 
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I really have no memories that were not from photos or stories. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I teach middle school at Zion Lutheran school in Bethalto, Illinois. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

You are in my prayers. 

 

Roland Freund 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I was born at Finschhafen in 1939 when my parents were missionaries of the Australian Lutheran 
Church stationed on the Siassi Islands. During the Japanese war our father served as a Coast-watcher 
behind Finschhafen, while mother, Martin, and I returned to South Australia and lived with relatives there. 

In 1947 we returned to Siassi, and in August 1948, Bingsu  (Pastor) Freund started the Lutheran 
mission at Yaramanda. He was soon joined by Burce and Hintze, and our family arrived there shortly 
before Christmas of 1948. We remained at Yaramanda until mid-1950 when we returned to Siassi. In 
1951, Martin and I started high school in South Australia and our parents pioneered the Australian 
Lutheran Mission field at Menyamya, among the Kukukuku people. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

After obtaining the Leaving Certificate at Concordia, Adelaide I studied and did practical farm work at 
Roseworthy Agricultural College for the Diploma in Agriculture. While in my final year at Roseworthy I 
received a letter from Rev. Otto Hintze asking if I would be interested in joining the staff of NGLM-MS to 
be an Agriculturist, helping the Enga people with economic development enterprises. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I arrived back at Wapenamanda in June of 1959. I was posted to Yaibos where I lived with the Kleinig 
family – becoming the first resident “Didiman” (agriculturist) among the Enga. In addition to caring for the 
mission cattle herd, early activities included assisting Eastern Enga to establish nurseries and plant 
coffee, purchasing and processing coffee, construction, and driving to deliver mail, supplies and Tumas 
sawmill lumber to various construction sites. 

In 1961 Ed Dicke negotiated the purchase of the Mukutamanda property from a charter airline in 
Madang, and this became the Mission Agricultural Center and my home base for the rest of the time I 
served the Mission. With almost 10 acres of coffee already established there, and some land to set up 
facilities, it was well-suited for the training of small groups of Enga in coffee production and processing, 
poultry production, and vegetable production. Initially it was the site for all processing and preparation for 
export of all “Muka” and “Enga” coffees. My workers and I constructed many buildings – all kunai roofed, 
but most with bearers layed on large river stones. 

Muka became the base for other enterprises. With the help of Mark Umaka of the Kaikini clan, Basi of 
Sirunki and others, assistance was provided with fencing and “crush” construction to establish Enga cattle 
projects and provide a slaughtering service; some breeding cattle form the mission herd were sold to 
Enga; a greenhouse was built to grow vegetable seedlings for distribution; and fertilizers and pesticides 
were made available in small packages, suitable for small-scale production. 

In 1970 my position was terminated, but I was supported by the Mission board through my Master’s 
degree program at Michigan State University. There I met and married Josephine Bailey, a church 
organist and musician. We returned to Wabag on DASF staff with Darryl Miegel for two years. Our son 
Ernest was born in Goroka in 1973. I served until mid-1976 as lecturer in Sociology and Farm 
Management at the Vudal Field Station, Mount Hagen. 
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4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

I served on the organizing committee of the Mount Hagen Show. This was a glorified “sing-sing” but our 
committee worked hard to include Agriculture in the “spectacle”. A catalog of products and commodities 
was drawn up for competition and prizes established. One of my ex-students, Kaisa of Saka Raiakama, 
was doing an outstanding job of processing coffee, so I submitted a sample of his product to compete in 
the “Parchment Coffee” class at the Hagen Show. There it was in competition with entries from many of 
the European-managed coffee estates of the Wahgi Valley. Kaisa’s coffee was judged by a Sydney 
coffee buyer to be “Best in Class” and did much to establish a good reputation for the quality of “Enga” 
coffee. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Four days after arriving in the US in 1976 I was hired as Agricultural Agent by Penn State University. At 
first I worked as a County Agent in Livestock and Farm Management adult and 4-H youth programs. Penn 
State sent us to serve for two years as economist on a Farming Systems Research and Extension 
Training Project in Swaziland, southern Africa. Later I served as Farm Management Agent in multiple 
counties in south-eastern Pennsylvania until my retirement in December 2003. 

I have enjoyed doing some consulting work in retirement, but these days it is mostly caring for each 
other, doing yard work, some mechanic work on our vehicles, and watching the birds at the feeders, and 
some cattle grazing our pasture behind our house.  

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

We are very grateful to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, that we had the opportunity to live and serve 
in Papua New Guinea. When I think of PNG I feel emptiness and a hollow inside me. We pray every day 
that our Lord will bless and watch over His Church throughout PNG, and that His people and the leaders 
of the country will work together to end clan and other conflicts and establish peace, Law and Order, and 
freedom for all. Without peace there will 
be no opportunity for the people to work 
together to improve conditions, and no 
meaningful development. 

May our Lord bless and keep all of you 
in His care always. 
 

    

Josephine (Bailey) Freund 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I lived in Papua New Guinea from  
December 1971 to May 1976, married  
to Roland Freund while he served as Agricultural Officer with DASF. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was very interested in music as a child. After taking seven years of piano lessons and 12 months of 
organ lessons, I began playing the organ for church services at age 14 in a Lutheran church in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. I attended Wittenberg University in Ohio for two years, majoring in organ 
performance. Then I transferred to the Peabody Conservatory of the John’s Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, Maryland where I received Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Organ Performance, plus a 
Bachelor of Science. While a student I played in several churches, including President Truman’s church 
in Washington DC when he was President. 

I held a number of full-time Church Organist-Choir Director positions, taught organ at Farmville 
University in Virginia, and public school music in Indianapolis. I spent several summers at Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, studying Theology and Sacred Music before I enrolled in Michigan 

Roland and Josephine Freund 2007 
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State University for studies toward a PhD in Music Theory. To help support myself I served as Organist 
and Choir Director at Martin Luther Chapel, which was the Missouri Synod church for MSU students. 

In August of 1970 a young missionary from Papua New Guinea came to the chapel and joined the 
choir. Eleven months later we were married in the chapel. Then we packed up all my belongings, shipped 
them to PNG and we took a three-continent tour enroute to PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

For a little over two years we were posted to Wabag. I worked as typist for the kiaps (Australian 
government agents), and also did some typing for Mark Heidorn. Most Sundays I played the organ for 
services at the Wabag church, and I organized a choir to sing for Christmas and special occasions. 
During this time our son Ernest was born in the Goroka Hospital.  

We moved to Mount Hagen when Roland was assigned to teach at the Vudal Field Station. Ipapuana of 
Sirunki came with us to help with the housework and care for Ernie. I taught piano and played for church 
services at the Lutheran Church in town. Ernie would sit quietly in his pusher while I played and I would 
hold him during the sermon. I was able to help the missionaries in Enga by taking their orders for fresh 
eggs and cream from Banz Ag School, and forwarding the orders with missionaries when they came to 
shop in town. 

PNG became independent in 1975 and we returned to the States in 1976. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

While we were in Mount Hagen the Burce family lived at the Ampo Seminary in Lae, but the younger 
children attended Highland Lutheran School at Amapyaka. One day there were aircraft schedule 
problems, and one of the girls had to overnight in Hagen so we were happy to have her stay with us. She 
was very excited that there was a pet store in Lae and she was bringing her two white mice to school. 
Next morning one mouse was missing from the box, and we could not find it before we had to rush to the 
airport. That evening there was some noise under our fridge, and there was the mouse! The next day Ed 
Bloos came to town, and when he picked up eggs, he agreed to deliver the mouse to HLS. And that is 
how the white mice and their “mother” were reunited! 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I served several Carlisle congregations as Organist and Choir Director, and for 17 years was organist of 
Gettysburg College Chapel. I still serve as substitute organist as needed. I have now been playing for 
church services for 71 years. I continue to teach organ and piano students. 

Our son, Lieutenant Colonel Ernie is now stationed in Portland OR, commanding a battalion of army 
recruiters who are scattered from western Washington and Oregon states, to Hawaii, to American Samoa, 
Guam, even to South Korea, and all US territories in between. He and his wife, Megan, have two girls – 
Amelia 9, and Adelaide 5. We enjoy our visits to see them. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

During my time in PNG we were not members of the mission, but I did appreciate that we could 
participate with the mission family in church and social activities. This also happened when we moved to 
Hagen and when we visited Roland’s parents in Madang. 

We pray that the GLC and other Lutherans in PNG can all be brothers and sisters, united in the bonds 
of the love of Christ our Lord. 

 

Ray Hausler 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I was a contract carpenter from Australia. Clem Janetzki wrote and asked if I was interested – so I went. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was a carpenter and Clem wrote to me. I was a Lutheran – and fairly active in church work at the time. 
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3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I stayed with Clem and Es for 6 months or so, then taught Manual Arts at St. Paul’s Lutheran High 
School, Pausa. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Met my future wife (Eunice Redeker) on the back of Clem’s truck on the way to the Hagen Show – 19 
August, 1965. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired, recovering from a 
tornado, enjoying two daughters 
(Paula and Charla) and 5 
grandchildren, teach adult Bible 
Study at St. John’s Lutheran in New 
Minden, enjoying life with my wife 
Eunice. 

6. What would you like to say to 
the GLC and its members today? 

As a church worker for the Lord – 
we don’t see any results sometimes, 
but remember what we do for the 
Lord – He will bless it – whether 
great or small. 

 

Eunice Hausler 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I served as a teacher at Pausa and one year at Sirunki. 1959-72. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was a Lutheran teacher at Hope Lutheran, Levittown, Pennsylvania and wanted mission information 
for my classes. I went to the LCMS office in St. Louis and Dr. O. Schmidt made New Guinea look so 
beautiful and exciting. They needed a lady teacher to open a girl’s school at Yaibos, so in 9 months I was 
on my way to PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

During my time in PNG we built up to 100 or more missionaries. We had a bond between us as we all 
worked to serve the people of PNG. We kept each other going – encouraging and helping each other. We 
became a close family, and even today if someone from PNG stops in, it’s like family. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Shortly after I arrived on the field in Sept 1959 there was a baptism I witnessed at the Sirunki station. 
700 people were baptized. They were all dressed in white laplaps. What a sight to behold as they 
marched down the path to the altar. Most of these services were held outside. Talk about heavenly – that 
was heavenly! 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

At present I am retired from 47 years of teaching in Lutheran schools. I am working on starting two 
more Lutheran schools – we pray God to grant this. We just lived through a tornado that blew our house 
away – so our last year kept us busy rebuilding our home – cleaning and sorting items many people 
picked up in the cemetery across the road and in the fields. Insulation was in everything. We praise God 
that we are alive and He blessed us so richly the past year – many, many people helped us get on our 
feet. 

Ray and Eunice Hausler 2007 
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6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

We praise God for the many people who have come to know and believe in Jesus. The witness given 
by so many is so uplifting – keep it up. Our time is short so preach the Gospel in season and out of 
season. Heal your divisions – A house divided cannot stand. 

 

Cheryl (Heinecke) Heebner 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Middle child, daughter of Victor and Norma Heinecke. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Born to missionary parents there. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Thru sixth grade at Highland Lutheran School. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Nurse in Dallas area. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

What a privilege it was to live and learn among the people of New Guinea. 

 

Mark Heidorn 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Teacher 1964-1974 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

In my Senior year at Concordia Teachers College, Seward, Nebraska my placement counselor raised the 
idea of going to Papua New Guinea to teach. I had not thought about that possibility, and I wasn't even sure 
where PNG was at the time. But events unfolded, and I received a call to the Lutheran Church Board of 
Missions to teach in New Guinea during the summer of 1964. I was thrilled. The first missionary I met from the 
field was Rev. Vic Heinicke. He came to Seward to meet me that summer while he was visiting relatives in 
Nebraska. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I spent three months at Irelya studying Enga before being posted to the Pogeta to study Ipili. I began by 
working with teachers to strengthen exempt schools at Pogeta congregations. After two years, we opened a 
standard school at Mungalepe, offering education in English. My wife Priscilla and I were married at that time. 
Priscilla and I worked in the Pogeta for three years before leaving on furlough. Priscilla established a clinic at 
Mungalepe, and, together with a medical orderly, provided medical services. Before we left Pogeta, we 
combined resources with the local Catholic mission and the government to form a community school. The 
religious background of the students was honored at the school, and students received religious instruction. 
Even though I also worked in and loved Enga, my first call was to the Pogeta, and part of my heart is out there 
somewhere with wonderful Ipili people. 

After returning from furlough, I worked with community development in the Saka and established the Buk 
Opis at Wakumale. Several staff writers and I created publications in Enga and Pidgin to encourage learning 
about the world and Scripture through reading. We also developed an Enga literacy primer and literacy 
materials to teach adults to read. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

The one memorable story I have is being there and having the honor of living with Ipili and Enga people. I 
see people I knew, children I taught, companions on walkabout visiting schools and congregations. There were 
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good things and some not so good. Violent incidents sometimes occurred. But mostly we had the privilige of 
living among very generous and very patient people who put up with us as we did our best to make schooling, 
medicine, and the Word part of their daily lives. I'm thankful for the pastors, teachers, and medical staff we 
were fortunate enough to work with. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

My primary career has been in testing student achievement in public schools. I was responsible for student 
assessment for the State of Florida. Later I joined an achievement test publishing company and worked with 
about 15 different states and a number of large cities  to plan and implement their student programs. 

Priscilla and I are retired now, living in Tallahassee Florida. Two things I do in retirement are wood working 
and working to serve homeless people through our local Lutheran Social Services. We are active in our local 
congregation. Our daughter lives close by in Tallahassee and our son lives in Miami, Florida. 

6. What would you like to say to 
the GLC and its members today? 

We follow PNG and GLC events as 
best we can. The strength of the 
church is evident, even through its 
many challenges. Its a witness to us. 
Rev. Bob Holst used to talk about how 
one day the church in PNG will send 
missionaries to the United States. In 
many ways that has happened already. 
It needs to happen more as, under 
God's Grace, we reach out to 
strengthen each other. 

 

Priscilla Reitz Heidorn 

1. What is your connection to 
PNG?  

Nurse-midwife 1964-74. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was influenced by a movie that I saw in Sunday School when I was a 5th grader. The movie presented the 
story of a missionary nurse. I decided that I wanted to be a missionary nurse. After I graduated from Nursing 
School, I went to Kentucky to learn to take care of pregnant women and deliver babies. Dr. Bulle, then director 
of LCMS Medical Missions, asked me to go to New Guinea. I was happy with that assignment as I had become 
friends with a fellow midwifery student who was headed to New Guinea. It was good that the decision of the 
place where I would serve was made for me. The decision for me to go to New Guinea was such a good one. 
The work was challenging, but I was working and living with some amazing people. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Mambisanda in the early 1960's was a busy hospital. The emergency area was quite often filled with the sick 
and injured and the wards filled with the same. We worked as a team with a medical staff that included Drs. 
Conner, McArthur, Marrubio. Each morning started with Lotu in the Chapel which set the tone for the day. 
Hospital staff took turns leading the devotions. A very important medical program was the teaching of Aid Post 
Orderlies, some of whom would go to areas far from their homes to attend the sick. 

I also found myself far from home and from the hospital when I married Teacher Mark Heidorn then stationed 
in the remote Pogera. Care for the sick and injured continued as I was provided with a small clinic and "haus 
sik." An Aid Post Orderly and his family came to be part of our program. 

Our second term in New Guinea was spent first in the Saka Raiakama and then at Wakumare. Mark was 
involved in Community Development projects, literacy and literature development, and I was primarily a 
missionary wife and mother. Again we were blessed to be working with and living among so many wonderful 
people. 

Maria, Priscilla and Mark Heidorn 2019 
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4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Among all the stories there is one that I consider to be a miracle. Mark and I and our children were with 
another family in a jeep on the road to Saka Raiakama late one evening when the vehicle missed a turn and 
ended up hanging off the side of the road. Because it was dark, there was no way to know what the situation 
really was. Very carefully everyone moved out of the jeep. The next morning a group from the mission station 
went to the site. What they found was that the jeep was kept from tumbling down the cliff by only a protruding 
branch. I felt both that we had been protected from danger and that we were alive to continue to be faithful to 
the work we had been given to do. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Upon leaving New Guinea, Mark and I found ourselves living in the South. I spent another 22 years caring for 
women and delivering babies in South Georgia. Our daughter Maria studied Child Development at the 
University of Georgia and serves families and children through an Early Head Start Program in Tallahassee, 
Florida. Kevin graduated from Auburn University in architecture and designs lovely buildings in the U.S. and 
other countries, working from Miami. 

Mark and I are both retired now and enjoying the freedom to pursue interests. We have been involved in 
congregations wherever we've lived, so church related activities remain a big part of our life. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

The GLC and its members are never far from our thoughts. We were young and full of energy when we were 
sent to New Guinea. We felt it was where God wanted us to be. Being there has been a big part of our life. We 
are thankful every day for the opportunity we were given to live in your beautiful land and to be treated with 
such love and respect. Were you to visit in our home, you would see that we treasure the time we had with you. 
There are reminders everywhere. 

 

Sylvia (Zabransky) Hemmann 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

In 1966 I was called by LCMS to serve in PNG. After serving 
seven years, with a nine-month study furlough, I returned to 
America  in June, 1973. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to 
PNG. 

God placed the desire to serve Him on the mission field when I 
was a child and Sunday school. The Holy Spirit rekindled that 
desire upon my confirmation by the confirmation verse given me 
Matthew 28:19-20. In 1963 I graduated from Concordia University, 
Wisconsin in the lay ministry program and served two years at 
Bethel Lutheran Church, San Francisco and served six months with 
the Lutheran chaplain in San Francisco General Hospital. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

In February 1966 my first assignment was to Amapyaka to serve as assistant to the House Parents in the 
dormitory for the missionaries children board there a week at a time. I substituted at the school when a teacher 
was gone for short while, assisted with physical education and had art and craft classes after school each day. 
My next assignment was to assist at the Highland Print shop at Timandamunda with layout and design, paste 
up and illustration. On Sundays I had the joy to work with the local Sunday School. At the end of my first three-
year term I moved to Irelya to work with Dick Adler and Dick Hilgendorf on preparing literacy materials and help 
train New Guinea staff to work on layout and design. It was my privilege to design some booklet covers. After 
furlough, in 1971 I returned to oversee the art department at Kristen Press in Madang working with Director 
Dick Adler. There I had the joy to train two artists, one young man from Kundis and another from Port Moresby 
to work in the art department, illustrating primers, book covers and educational books. God used me to design 
the Baitabug church in wrought iron depicting a bilum hanging on a cross with the words JISAS I SORI LONG 
YUMI. 

Sylvia (Zabransky) Hemmann 2011 
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4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

It was November 1971 Madang when a 7.1 earthquake hit around 4:00 a.m. while I was sleeping. After 
surveying the damage, we found that it was our three large water tanks that got hit the hardest – only one had 
any water left. These supplied the single women’s residences upstairs and the KPI office downstairs. Other 
water tanks were damaged at Nagada leaving families in need of water. Both Val Grosser and I decided to 
unlock the one tank left with some water. How precious is water! God reminded me of the story of the women 
at the well who Jesus offered Living Water (John 4:10-14). So I wrote the scripture on a large paper and at 
night taped it to the tank. It never ran dry. I always wondered why I never heard anyone speak to it. Seven 
years later Gene and I visited PNG and the many places I had lived. On Sunday we attended lotu at the 
Nagada open air church. I couldn't believe what I heard when the New Guinea preacher used this story in his 
sermon on the above text. God is amazing! 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Soon after returning home, I met Gene and was married a year later in July 1974. Last year we celebrated 
our 40th wedding anniversary. Now in retirement we continue to serve the Lord. Currently I am serving as 
Chairperson of our St. Mark's Lutheran Church World Missions Committee for the past 11 years. Areas of 
mission: Liberia, local Hispanic outreach as well as Muslim outreach. Gene is serving as one of 16 Elders at 
our church. We enjoy reconnecting with the PNG family at bungs which Jim and Betty Herzog and Gene and I 
started early in the late 70s. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Thank you for communicating with us how we can pray for the church in PNG. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with you. Please continue to let us know how we can help. 
 
For encouragement Hebrews 12:1-2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses 
to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. 
And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the 
champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor besides God's throne.” 

 

Gene Hemman 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Married Sylvia (Zabranksy) Hemmann and returned with her to visit PNG in 1977. 

 

Rosalie Hett 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My husband and I were evangelistic missionaries in Pauali and Yaramanda from 1966-75. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Teaching degree from Concordia Chicago. We went to share God’s message and love with His people 
in PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

We lived in the outstation of Pauali and then Yaramanda. I worked with literacy and other things in the 
class schools. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Two of our children were born in PNG. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  
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We retired from ministry in Minnesota in 2006 and moved to Iowa. Roger died in 2008. I’m active with 
my church and community. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

May God continue to keep you strong in your Christian faith. 

 

Norma Heinecke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Missionary wife 1954-72. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why 
you went to PNG. 

Primary school teacher; married a seminary 
graduate whose first assignment was to PNG. 

 

Brenda Heinecke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Pastor’s daughter 

 

Janetta Heinecke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Born there… 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Parents there with the LCMS. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Born there…began school there… 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Trekking down the hill to the stream to dig clay for pottery… 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Teaching in Riyadh. 

 

Leah Heinecke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Born in PNG to missionary parents (Victor and Norma Heinecke). 

 

Joe Herman 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

From PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Norma Heinicke with daughters 2013 
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Moved to USA in 1996. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time 
in PNG?  

The entire time – growing up. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Working and supporting children. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its 
members today? 

Keep the faith. 

 

Linda Herman 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Married to Joe Herman from PNG. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

With spouse returning. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

1983-93. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Entire time – raising kids. Going to Joe’s village for the first time and meeting everyone. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Preschool/Kindergarten teacher/Director. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC 
and its members today? 

Keep the faith. 

 

 

Robert and Lynne Holst 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Lynne and I served there from 1963 to 
1968. I was a pastor and she was a nurse. 
One son was about 10 weeks old when we 
arrived and our other son was born in 
Mambisanda. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why  
you went to PNG. 

Lynne and I were born in Minnesota. I grew up on a farm there and she in a clergy home in Minnesota, 
Missouri, and Illinois. The seminary placement office called and asked if we were willing to go to Nigeria, 
the Philippines or New Guinea. We agreed and when we opened the Call document is read “New 
Guinea.” With excitement and hope we went. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Robert and Lynne Holst with Ezekiel Peter 2009 

Joe and Linda Herman 2013 
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Our orientation was at Pawari and we served there when the Fehrmann family went on furlough. In 
October 1963, we moved to serve as the first LCMS expatriates to live with the Ipili in Porgera [or Pogera 
or Poketa] and Paiela [or Payela] which was “derestricted” in 1962. Our task was to find the clans, learn 
the Ipili language, bring education and medical resources and, above all, share the Gospel. There were 
no roads in the area at that time. An Australian Army post at an airport at Yenjakati was responsible for 
governing the United Nations Trust area. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

The first baptisms in 1966. Leading up to that blessed event there was the joy of serving with the 
Biblical and pastoral wisdom of Pesete; the evangelistic zeal of Mataka; the linguistic skill of Pepeyanda; 
the medical skill and gentler nature of Pakea, the growth in faith, hope and love of Pes and Kiwan [the 
first two Ipili to be baptized]; the energy of the daily playmates of our sons and watching them enjoy the 
sweet potatoes that Wasawanda daily shared with them. At the annual conference we were inspired byu 
the faith and friendship of the other expatriate missionaries as well. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

We are retired and living in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Thank you for the blessing you were to our lives and faith. Now, rejoice in the Lord always. As St. Paul 
wrote to the Philippians, again we say, “Rejoice.” 

 

Alison (Herman) Jordan 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Called the Enga area home from 1968-80. Then I married an Australian and my parents returned to the 
US. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Returned to PNG-Kaiapit area as missionaries of the ELC-PNG from 1986-93. 

 

David Jordan 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Born in Lae, parents were Australian missionaries based in Menyamya. Left about five years of age. 

 

Matilda Kaipare (Papua New Guinea) 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I am from PNG, Enga Province and am studying here in the 
States. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Grew up in Mambisanda, went to Highland Lutheran International 
Lutheran School and came to St. Louis Lutheran High School South 
for school. My mom was a nurse at Immanuel Lutheran hospital and 
my dad was a provincial forest officer (forester). It was in Mambis 
that I met Lis Neut, an LCMS volunteer missionary who created the 
opportunity for me to study in the States. I moved here for my junior 
year of high school and have been here ever since. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Matilda Kaipare 2015 
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Growing up in PNG all my time was memorable. However, if I were to choose one it would be my eighth 
birthday when my cousins and I got chased by a pig and were stuck in a tree missing my birthday party. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Currently a junior at the University of Central Missouri majoring in Accounting and Internationally 
Studies, trying to be my own person. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

All I have is gratitude, love and appreciation in my heart, towards GLC and its members for they are a 
huge part of my life. Both in my upbringing beliefs/faith. They have shaped me into the person I am today 
and I will forever be grateful. 

 

Harvey Kath 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Served as evangelistic missionary in the Paiela River Valley, 1965-69. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I had an interest in New Guinea after I heard of the deaths of Mrs. Elinor Burce’s parents and her 
brother, May 1952, at the end of my eighth grade. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

After Spruth, Dicke, and Holst set up the work and station at Korombi, Paiela, we conducted the first 
baptisms at 11 congregations and supervised the Paiela men constructing the airstrip. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Living a two-day walk for four years from the Porgera with Norita, Rachel and Jonathan. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

After serving 26 years as Senior Pastor at First Evangelical Lutheran church, Glencoe, Minnesota, we 
retired to rural Park Rapids, Minnesota. Norita and I have returned to PNG six times, teaching at Martin 
Luther Seminary and Timothy Lutheran Seminary and distributing books to pastors and evangelists and 
conducting workshops for church leaders. 

6. What would you like to say to the 
GLC and its members today? 

Pray for and financially support the work 
at Timothy Seminary and the Bible 
Schools. They all need more work and 
textbooks. 

 

Norita Kath 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Served with Harvey in Paiela River 
Valley 1965-1969. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Trained teacher (CSP 1958). Harvey’s first call from seminary to New Guinea. First heard about New 
Guinea mission from High School when I heard Dr. and Mrs. Burce speak at my home church. Also 
received letters from Jerry Arndt while teaching and Christ Lutheran in Peoria, Illinois. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Harvey and Norita Kath 2011 



 

15 | Page 

Lived in the most beautiful place of our mission – Paiela! Walking to get there not so fun! 

 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

When our DC3 became a DC 1½!! 

Living in the beautiful Paiela River Valley! 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired after 18 years as head librarian of Glencoe Public Library. Returned to PNG to do short term 
work a Martin Lutheran Seminary and Timothy Lutheran Seminary. Thanks to PNGMS for allowing us to 
continue to serve in PNG. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Pray for fellow Christians in GLC and LCMS. 

 

Vanja Carlson Lang (nee Schaan) (Canada) 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My parents are Herb and Faye Schaan. I was adopted in 1971 from Lutheran Social Services in 
Minneapolis. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

My parents were missionaries prior to my adoption and took me back with them after their first furlough. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

We left PNG when I was almost eight. I did go to school at Highland Lutheran School. Then, my dad, 
Herb, taught at Martin Luther Seminary in Lae for six months while Bill Burce went on furlough. I attended 
school in Lae during that time until we left PNG for Hawaii. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

I lived in PNG for the first eight years of my life so my memories are a little faded. Things I remember: 
my sandbox, eating peas with my dad from the garden, playing with Yasima (our helper) and her children, 
sing sings and how the local tribes dressed and finally taking malaria pills in crushed up jam (mom’s 
recipe). 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Today, I live in the little town of Tillsonburg in Ontario, Canada. My life has been anything but normal 
and boring, which I believe has shaped me to who I am today. I am blessed beyond belief. Thanks to my 
parent’s faith and ministry, my brother and I have lived in many exotic locations: PNG, Hawaii and Alaska. 
My first marriage took me to Oregon and I spent 18 years there building a life. I graduated from Southern 
Oregon University in Ashland, Oregon in 1996 with a BS in Business Administration and minor I 
Psychology. I have three beautiful children: Koby (21) married to Kelsi and expecting my first grandchild, 
Theron (18) and Dawson (13). My professional career began in the health care field in fundraising 
(Children’s Miracle Network Director, Senior Major Gifts Officer, and Hospital Volunteer/Auxiliary 
Coordinator) for Rogue Valley Medical Center in Medford, Oregon. I took a brief hiatus and took on the 
role of Manger of Events for a large automotive company, Lithia Motors. I ended my career briefly as a 
fundraiser for Mt. Ashland (non-profit) Ski Mountain. Through those years, I was personally battling a 
serious heart condition that had been originally diagnosed after the birth of my second son. I suffered 
multiple heart attacks, congestive heart failure and sever arrhythmias ending with a 
pacemaker/defibrillator implanted. In 2010 after years of not being able to work, I moved to Ontario to 
await my approval of US disability. During this time, I met my husband, Ron Lang, and my dad, Herb, 
suffered a severe stroke and we moved him back to Canada so I could care for him. In December 2011, I 
went to hospital to have a routine heart procedure and ended up in a coma and on life support for three 
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weeks. In February 2014, I was admitted to London Health Sciences Center and listed me on the heart 
transplant list. I was in hospital 75 days before the perfect donor was found. One April 27, 2014 I received 
the gift of life from a beautiful selfless donor and just celebrated one year! My new heart is beating strong. 
Now, I spend my time giving back to my community, raising awareness of Organ Donation and 
volunteering at my local hospital. It has been an amazing journey. I thank God every day for the 
abundance of blessings he gives me every day! 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

I would like to thank the GLC and its members for the unconditional love and support of our family, 
especially to my mom, Faye Schaan Reinhart and dad, Herb Schaan, through their missionary years in 
PNG and even today. They gave many years of ministry to the Lutheran Church and their faith, grace and 
continued teachings have impacted many lives especially mine. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Jan Luedtke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Educational Missionaries. 

Todd: Amapyaka 1969-73; Pausa 1973-78; 
Martin Luther Seminary 1979-84; Pausa 2010-11; 
Amapyaka 2015. 

Jan: Balob Teacher’s College 1979-84; Bulae 
International 1981-83. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why 
you went to PNG. 

We graduated from Concordia University Chicago. We were asked if we would take mission calls and 
said “Yes” in 1969. We had a choice between Hong Kong and PNG. We chose PNG because my brother 
Garry Wolff was teaching there. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

We began in 1969, taught until 1984 and Todd returned in 2010-11 and now in 2015. We have made a 
“full circle” in 45 years! 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

There are so many stories over the 17 years in PNG! 

Now it is great teaching children of our students from the 1970’s Pausa, who are at Amapyaka. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

We are back in PNG at Highland International Lutheran School, Amapyaka where Todd teaches CRE 
Grades 7-12 and is Chaplain. Our retirement house is a 35-acre farm in Mason, Illinois. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

We love being back at Amapyaka teaching in our retirement. It’s a great joy to have “old” students tell 
us about their lives since the 1970’s and 80’s, and teach many of their children at Highland Lutheran 
International School. 

 

Andrew Luedtke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Born at Mambisanda hospital February 16, 1970. Son of Todd and Jan Luedtke. 

Todd and Jan Luedtke 2015 
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2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Went back for a two-week visit in 2006. 

 

Faith Luedtke 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Third daughter of Andrew Luedtke. Granddaughter of 
Todd and Jan Luedtke. 

 

 

Daryl and Helen Miegel (Australia) 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I worked as an Agricultural Extension Officer (Didiman) 
at Kompiam, Wabag and Wapenamanda from June 1969 
to August 1974. I then spent a further two years lecturing 
at Vudal Agricultural College on East New Britain. 

One of Helen’s uncles was a Lutheran missionary at 
Finchafen, Deinzer Hill and Lae for many years. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I grew up in a small rural community approximately 330 kilometres South East of Adelaide. Our 588 
hectare farm was one of the 120 Soldier Settlement blocks in our district. These blocks of land were only 
partly cleared of the original vegetation when they were allocated by ballot to returned servicemen after 
World War II. When we moved onto our block in 1953 there were no made roads, no electricity and no 
telephones. We killed our own animals for meat, milked our own cows, and grew our own vegetables. As 
children we trapped and hunted rabbits and foxes and sold their skins for spending money. While at 
primary school I travelled in a horse and cart the 3 miles to meet our school bus. During my final year of 
high school I was fortunate enough to win a scholarship to study agriculture for three years at Roseworthy 
Agricultural College (now a campus of Adelaide University) 

My interest in PNG was kindled at our local Lutheran Mission festivals, where missionaries working in 
PNG showed slides and reported on their work and experiences. Also many of the farmers in our district 
had fought in PNG during WWII and I was always interested to see for myself where they had fought. 

I grew up in an isolated farming district where people, mainly soldier settler families, worked together for 
that community and were prepared to help others in need. This ethos, plus my Christian upbringing led 
me to consider an occupation where I could help others who were less fortunate. Secondly after 
graduating from Roseworthy Agricultural College I had no desire to work in the State Department of 
Agriculture, and with the encouragement of one of my class mates who had a brother working as an 
agricultural officer in PNG, I decided to apply for one of the positions being advertised for Agricultural 
officers in PNG. Thirdly the pay rates for those agricultural officers prepared to work and live in isolated 
areas of PNG away from their friends and families, were better than those being offered at home in South 
Australia.  

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

My first posting in PNG was to Kompiam Patrol Post in July 1969. Here my main work was directed 
towards the expansion of the pyrethrum plantings, new cattle projects, the raising and distribution of 
chickens. I also conducted chillie and cardomom trials and introduced carp fish as a dietary protein 
source, to small lakes and ponds near Kompiam and in the Wale Tarua. I also was given permission to 
assist the land owners to establish new coffee gardens in the lower altitude areas. Due to a world 
oversupply of coffee beans and it was the administration’s policy not to encourage the expansion of the 
coffee industry in PNG. 

Caryl and Helen Miegel 2019 
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Late in 1970 I was transferred to Wabag. Here my work involved the supervision of the purchase baling 
of dried pyrethrum flowers grown in the Wabag and Kompiam Districts, and then the transport of the 
baled pyrethrum to the processing factory near Mt Hagen. Higher yielding varieties of Pyrethrum were 
introduced and trials were conducted to determine the economics of applying fertilizer to pyrethrum on 
nutrient deficient soils. I supervised loans provided by the PNG Development Bank to fund the 
establishment of cattle and pig projects and encouraged the correct pruning and maintenance of coffee 
gardens. Rainbow trout were introduced to Lake Sirunki and the river Lai headwaters and carp were 
introduced to ponds purposely dug by landholders. I also supervised a forestry nursery where a variety of 
tree seedlings, mainly fast growing eucalypts were produced and distributed to land holders to grow as a 
source of timber for buildings, fences and fire wood. The Wabag Local Government Council provided 
funds to import day old chickens that were flown in from Brisbane. These chickens were then raised on 
our Wabag agricultural station before being sold to the people in surrounding communities. 

During the dry season of 1971 the higher altitude area around Sirunki, Laiagam and Kandep 
experienced frosts so cold that they killed all of the food gardens, and burnt the leaves from many of the 
pandanus and other trees. The kiaps supervised food distribution and the didimen concentrated on 
replanting the food gardens. My duties involved organizing school the children in the Ambum valley to 
collect and bring bundles of sweet potato cuttings to school on designated days. These cuttings were 
then either loaded into Australian army helicopters and flown to isolated communities, or loaded onto 
Landcruisers and trucked to communities accessible by road. Tons of cuttings were also loaded onto 
Caribou transport aircraft and flown to Laiagam and Kandep from where they were distributed by vehicles 
and helicopters. 

I was also involved in the distribution of seed potatoes that were flown in from Australia as well as 
cabbage seedlings provided by the Lutheran Mission. Some of these were taken by road all the way to 
Kandep 

Late in 1972 was transferred to Wapenamanda. My work duties were similar to those at Wabag but 
included more time working with Development Bank funded vegetable projects, the sheep breeding 
project at Yogos in the Tsak valley, as well as supervising groups of agricultural students who undertook 
practical work placements in villages in the Lower Lai area. Trout were successfully introduced into 
suitable rivers . 

In September 1974 I was transferred to Vudal Agricultural College near Keravat on East New Britain. 
Here I lectured in livestock management and husbandry, as well as managed the cattle and buffalo herds, 
the small dairy, and the pig and poultry units on the College farm. 

Early in 1977 I returned to Australia to undertake further study and then return to manage the family 
farm at Lucindale. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

In early 1972 the DASF (Dept Agriculture Stock & Fisheries) pyrethrum buyers conducting the weekly 
buying run in the Sirunki area, were regularly offered so much dried flower that they could not fit it all on 
their Toyota Landcruisers. As a consequence a tractor with a heavy Ford two wheeled trailer followed the 
buying vehicle from Wabag to Sirunki to collect this extra dried flower. On each day that the tractor and 
trailer followed the buying vehicle it would carry a load of tree seedlings, mainly eucalypts, for free 
distribution to the people in that area. On one day soon after the tractor and trailer departed the driver had 
to return because of a problem with the drawbar on the tractor. I immediately jacked up the trailer drawbar 
and started to replace the faulty part on the tractor. At the same time three prisoners who were allocated 
to work in the forestry nursery decided to load more tree seedlings on to the trailer. As one of the 
prisoners swung himself up on to the trailer to receive the trees being handed up by his collegues, the 
jack slipped and the drawbar dropped onto my right foot, fracturing three of my metatarsals. This was my 
fault because, in my haste to fix the tractor, I failed to put blocks of wood under the trailer’s drawbar to 
prevent it from crushing my foot if the jack slipped. The three prisoners rushed to my aid, and believe it or 
not, lifted the drawbar up so that I could free my foot. I will always marvel at this amazing feat of strength. 
My boss, Allan Harold found the Wabag doctor (a refugee from Eastern Europe) at the post office. He 
confirmed that my foot was broken, then went and collected his mail and walked to his home leaving me 
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gritting my teeth and Allan not sure what to do next. Bill Race the medical orderly, offered me some pain 
relieving medication and advised Allan, to take me to Mambisanda. 

At this time the new road was being constructed between Wabag and Wapenamanda, and on this 
particular day one of the bridges had been removed, and was being replaced by a large steel culvert. As 
a consequence I had to be carried on a stretcher across the wet boggy roadwork to a mission vehicle 
waiting for me on the Wapenamanda side. I do not recall the name of the mission staff member who then 
drove me to Mambisanda where my foot and lower leg were set in a plaster cast. I spent about a week in 
hospital before being discharged. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Three years ago I was diagnosed with MALT lymphoma. After surgery and radiotherapy the lymphoma 
is now in partial remission. Following the radiotherapy I was left physically weak and as a consequence 
we sold our farm at Lucindale and retired to Adelaide. 

In Adelaide I am the treasurer and member of the board of management of the Lutheran Church at 
Immanuel Lutheran College in Adelaide. In addition to church activities my time is devoted to the care and 
maintenance of our home and going fishing and camping whenever I get the opportunity. 

Helen and I have three children, Andrew our eldest son is a pilot First Officer, flying Boeing 777’s for 
Cathay Pacific. He lives in Hong Kong and flies to the USA and Europe as well is various destinations in 
South East Asia. While at university Andrew was a member of the army reserves and volunteered to 
served as a peace keeper in the Solomon Islands. 

Our second son, Richard, is a teacher (maths, science and religious studies) at Grace Lutheran College 
at Caboolture in Queensland. He is a keen fisherman and has walked the Kokoda track and spent some 
time in Lae.  

Tiffany, our daughter, graduated with a science degree majoring in environmental geoscience, ecology 
and wildlife. Since completing her course she has only been able to get casual work in these fields as well 
as work in wineries testing wines. One of her achievements has been to climb to the top of Mt Kilimanjaro 
in Africa. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

I have not had the opportunity to return to Enga Province since I left there over 40 years ago, however I 
do hope that my five years of work with the Enga people has in some way contributed to your wellbeing 
and economy. 

I remember how the income from the pyrethrum, vegetable, and coffee gardens was so critical in 
enabling many parents to pay the school fees needed to send their children to Pausa High School to get 
their secondary education. 

Remember God says “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and 
not for evil, to give you a future and a hope,” Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Paul Muench 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Served as missionary 1972-78. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

A seminary graduate wanting to be a missionary. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Served a Lake Kopiago, Timothy Seminary Birip and with the Melanesian Institute, Goroka. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

The story of the decision to have me work with the Melanesian Institute. 
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5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I am a professor at Concordia University Texas 
teaching Communication, Anthropology, and 
Religion. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and 
its members today? 

Remain faithful and spread the Good New 

 

 

Andrea Muench 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My husband Paul and I served in Kopiago 1972-
74, Birip 1974-76 and Goroka 1976-78. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Ob Spruth spoke at my home church when I was 10 years old. He said they needed nurses at 
Mambisanda. That became my goal. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

PNG was the beginning of our missionary training. We lived among the Duna, the Enga, and on a 
Catholic mission compound in Goroka with missionary representatives from USA, Australia, New 
Zealand, Solomon Islands, and Germany. All of those people impressed on us the truth that Christ had 
truly come for all nations. We were very content in each area that we served and thought we would stay 
for a long time in PNG. But God opened doors for us to adopt twin boys from the Philippines. One of 
these boys was severely handicapped. We thought he would die. But, when he did not die, it became 
clear to us that we should take him to the US where special services would be helpful to him. Paul 
decided then to become a missionary trainer and hope to send others to work in his place. We lived in 
PNG during a time of peace and growth, and freedom in the country. We learned to marvel at how 
diverse God had made mankind and how He blessed us with Christian friends who truly cared for us 
anywhere we went. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

It was our first Christmas in PNG and in Kopiago. I was so homesick. No glitz, no glamor, no family, no 
friends, no one who spoke my language or knew my culture. Christmas Eve came. Lotu was at 7:00 p.m. 
(or thereabouts). It was very dark outside to walk to the haus lotu. But when I stepped out of my house, 
there were torch lights moving down all the paths to the haus lotu from garden-homes in all the hills all 
around. And then I heard the singing. All God’s children singing welcome to a baby-King as they came to 
worship. God was truly in this place, and had been there long before I arrived. I was humbled, and 
grateful, and filled with joy. This memory has carried me through many difficult times. Thank you Duna 
people! We will meet again in God’s ples. Soon, I hope. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired RN, Still caring for our handicapped son of 39 years who we adopted from the Philippines with 
his twin brother while we lived in Goroka. Mother of five, grandmother of six.  

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

“Keep your eyes on Jesus, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and 
grace!” 

 

Paul and Andrea Muench 2019 
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Karen Zertuche Price 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I enjoy going to the Bungs every other year and hearing the news 
missionaries returning from PNG bring and speaking with former 
missionaries. I also like receiving news and pictures throughout the 
year and learning what goes on in PNG. I pray for the people, the 
work and the missionaries and support some of their work.  

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

At a very early age I wanted to be a nurse and be involved in 
missions. After a few years of teaching and working in a farm, I 
studied nursing in St. Louis and midwifery in Kentucky. After 
obtaining the first Papua New Guinea resident visa to a Mexican in 
the Australian Embassy in Mexico city, I went to PNG in October 1969. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

The first few weeks I lived in Timinamanda, then in Mambisanda, except for three months in Yaibos and 
a few days in Kandep. I went to the clinics, worked in the wards, pharmacy, teaching and wherever I was 
needed. I did things I wasn’t taught but with my co-workers, aid-post orderlies, doctors, and especially 
with the Lord’s help, I tried to learn and do good. I enjoyed having a motorbike. It allowed me to visit 
missionaries living in Pausa and along the way to Wakumare and Irelya. I also visited people by vehicle 
or plane, including Lae and Madang. All the local people and missionaries work kind, helpful and patient 
with me. Not enough paper or appropriate words to describe all the wonderful things they did for me. I 
thank the Lord often for the few years I spent there. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Once an experienced nurse and I went on patrol with several New Guineans – very brave and carried 
all our equipment. I only was able to carry a cane and even had a hard time in the swamps and rough 
terrain we went through. I practically froze the night both of us spent in a kiap hut. The next night it was 
nice and warm. The New Guineans had a fire in the middle of a large room where we all slept. At 1 of 2 
a.m. one of the sticks caught fire out of the rectangular fire area, and the pit pit floor started burning. 
Needless to say, I never came out of a sleeping bag as fast as that night. The New Guineans had the fire 
out and in control in a few minutes and all of us continued to sleep as if nothing had happened. On 
another occasion I couldn’t crack the anga nut, so one of the New Guineans did with his strong teeth, and 
then I was able to enjoy the nuts. Another time one of the New Guineans carried me over a small creek 
so I wouldn’t get my feet and ankles wet. They were always thoughtful, helpful and kind. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I help making Braille Bible books at church and collate bulletins when in San Antonio. I go to Mexico 
City four or five weeks twice a year to visit some of my close relatives, and see some of the women I went 
to school with. I haven’t gone to Northern Mexico the past six years, but my brother-in-law invites all of us 
to South Padre Island for a few days and I see them there. I do non-strenuous exercises – no Zumba, etc. 
any more. I have a few health problems but I think they are all under control 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

I admire and congratulate you for what you have accomplished at the Bung in 2013. I was surprised to 
see all of you in professions that need lots of studying, how you use your smart little phones and how you 
are involved in church and government. You are so faithful to our Lord Jesus and talk about Him so 
freely. It is good that you are encouraging the younger generation to study and learn as you did. I enjoyed 
the time while in your country, learned a lot and was very happy. I thank you very much for such a 
wonderful experience. 

 

 

Karen Zertuche Price 2007 
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Ronald Rall 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Missionary 1973-81. Frequent returns to teach. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Called in 1973 when I graduated from seminary. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Served in Porgera/Paiela/Hewa and leader as a Region 5 advisor (including Kopiago and Marmuni). 
Initiated work in Hewa areas. Started the first Bible School in Pogera. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Got married in 1975 to Mary Anne. Was a part of the plane (MAF) crash that took place in the Paiela 
area and involved in the rescue operation. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Have served as pastor at Timothy Lutheran Seminary from 1988 until present. We have six children 
and five grandchildren and over the past 
few years, 4 of 6 of our children have 
returned to PNG for visits. 

6. What would you like to say to the 
GLC and its members today? 

We continue to pray for you, support you 
in whatever way we can and want to make 
regular visits for the purpose of teaching 
training pastors and evangelists. We are 
very concerned about false teachings that 
undermine the Gospel and want to help 
counteract that with the clear teaching of 
Scripture. 

 

Mary Anne Rall 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Secretary trainer in 1973-74; teacher at Amapyaka 1975 when the Eckerts went on furlough. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Always active in the missions - beginning in high school. Felt called to serve overseas. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

When I arrived in PNG as a secretary trainer, I found there were actually no secretaries to train (!) so I 
served as secretary to Bishop Waesa – not what I had in mind, but a great experience. Later stayed busy 
as wife and mother at Yuyane. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Emily suffered a major asthma attack when Ron was on patrol. We were at Yuyane and couldn't get out 
till the next morning when we literally flagged down a helicopter from the gold company. Papua New 
Guineans came to our house and prayed all night long. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Active in worship and music. 

Ron and Mary Anne Rall 2019 
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6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

I would say that we are praying for them to stay strong in the faith and to resist the many false 
teachings all around them. I am grateful for the major impact that so many Papua New Guineans have 
had and continue to have in my life and I am grateful that God has blessed me to be a part of their lives. 

 

Victor Rapp 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Former missionary, ordained. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was assigned to GNLC, PNG, after graduation from Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill. in 1973. I 
was married to Margaret and had no children. We attended Mission School in Wis. and then left for a 
fantastic trip to PNG traveling eastward. Upon arrival we were assigned a "one tok" and a nice little 
cottage....After several months, I was assigned to the Irelya circuit.  I did my best and in 1976 returned 
home.  I am thankful for the experience and the two girls that were born to us in PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Not much to say about me or my time near and around Wabag; however, living with the folks who lived 
there, both native Engas and workers from around the world, was priceless.  I still have a deep thanks for 
the time they all spent with me and wish I could have given back 1/2 as much as I received. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Being asked to sing at Ron and Mary Anne's wedding at Wapenamanda.  I was so pleased and did the 
best I could and loved the church, the hand-made altar and all the people that attended that day.  It was 
special. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I am retired, 3 wonderful daughters, 5 fantastic Grandchildren and doing part-time work as needed and 
directed by my Circuit Visitor.  I have a veggie garden, a small home, and friends on Facebook.  I live a 
simple life, like in PNG.  I am blessed beyond all measure and thankful for each new day. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Thank you for all you taught me while you let me live and grow among you. I will forever be grateful and 
pray we will all meet someday at our Savior's feet.  Blessings and Cheers! 

 

Kay (Dicke) Rehbein 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

I am the youngest of four children born to Edward and Phyllis Dicke. I was born at Immanuel Lutheran 
Hospital at Mambisanda in the Enga Province. My father was the Business Manager of the New Guinea 
Lutheran Mission (NGLM) for the first part of his 20 years in PNG (1954-74). The remainder of the time he 
was the Managing Director of Waso Ltd. Before I was born, our family lived at Irelya. By the time I was 
born we lived at Kumbasakama, and later moved to Mukatamanda. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

My dad was in business school at the University of Minnesota when his brother-in-law, Willard Burce, 
asked the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) to send a person with business training to come and 
help the growing mission in the Enga Province. He even gave them a recommendation – “Talk to Ed 
Dicke.” Mission work was not a new idea to the Dicke family. My dad and his sister Elinor (meri bilong 
Burce) were both born in Brazil where their parents were Lutheran missionaries. My mom was working as 
a nurse at the University of Minnesota hospital at the time. She met my dad at the Lutheran Student 
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Center on campus when she came to participate in activities for young adults. They traveled to PNG as 
newlyweds on a freight ship and by small airplane (in 1954). Five years later they returned to the USA on 
their first furlough with four children under the age of five. My mother’s sisters arrived at the airport with 
coats for all of us because we had traveled from the warm tropics of PNG to cold Minnesota. My mother 
loves to tell the story of one time when we were traveling back to the USA and the customs agent noticed 
from the passports that she was the only one in our family born I the USA. He asked her, “How did you 
get mixed up with this strange group?”  

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I did not choose to live I PNG. I was just born there, but I consider my 15 years there as one of the 
biggest blessings of my life. The Enga Province is beautiful, the climate, ideal, but it is the people who 
make it a place I can’t forget. 

I have been blessed to travel back to PNG two times. The first time was in 1984-85 when my cousin 
Julie Burce invited me to try out for a music ministry team (New Vision) sponsored by Lutheran Youth 
Encounter. We spent 2 ½ months in PNG and 2 ½ months in New Zealand. In addition to visiting places in 
PNG that I had never seen before, the biggest thrill for me was to be able to see people I remember from 
my childhood . . . people who had worked with my dad and mom – Yonge and his wife, Ion and his wife, 
Liambu and Kapa’s mother. It was also fun to reconnect with friends my age—Philip Yonge and his wife 
Margaret, and Tipigi Keen and her husband Ken. My one regret is I never saw my friend Kuniam (a 
teacher just like me). 

The other time I went back to visit PNG was in 1989. My husband, Roger, had heard our family talk 
about the Enga Province so much that he wanted to see what we were talking about. We spent two 
weeks in PNG and two weeks in Australia. While we were in the Enga Province we stayed with John and 
Jeanette Eggert at Birip. (Jeanette had been my professor in college). I was able to see some of the 
same friends again but this time my husband and I also got to meet Peter Ipatas. He father used to be 
employed by my father. Now he is Governor of the Enga Province Oliman!!! And now Pato who used to 
drive vehicles for my dad is Sir Pato – Oliman!!! 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

While I was on the music ministry team New Vision, we traveled to Siassi and did several church 
programs there. After one event an older man stood up and told our team that our Melanesian Pidgin 
“flowed like water from our lips.” He said he understood why this was the case for Julie and me since we 
had both been born in PNG, but he was surprised that the other four members of our team also spoke 
and sang in “Tok Pisin.” All the credit goes to my cousin Julie Burce who gave us language lessons for 
three months as we traveled from church to church here in the USA before going to PNG. I think for that 
one year my “Tok Pisin” was the best it has ever been. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

My husband Roger, and I live in Oakdale, Minnesota, a suburb of St. Paul, about two minutes away 
from my mom and dad’s new “senior living” apartment building. We have two grown children. Our son 
Daniel is 24 and lives and works in Nashville, Tennessee. Our daughter Sarah is 21 and just completed 
her third year at Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. Roger is an electrical engineer for the 
Metropolitan Council and works in the wastewater treatment department. I am a Lutheran school teacher 
by training. I worked in Lutheran schools for 11 ½ years. Currently I am not employed so that I can be 
available when my mom and dad need help. In 2013 we felt God lead us to join a different Lutheran 
congregation. In 2014 the church celebrated its 100th anniversary. It is a city congregation in a changing 
neighborhood. Recently, a Muslim group started a worship center near our church. This past year Roger 
and I have been very involved with a team that started a tutoring and mentoring program at our church 
designed to reach out to at-risk children in our neighborhood. It has been a year of learning and a year of 
adventure. Our program is part of a larger ministry started in Florida. Rebecca’s Garden of Hope is a 
Recognized Service Organization of the LCMS. Here’s their website if you want more info: 
www.rebeccasgardenofhope.org.  

 

 

http://www.rebeccasgardenofhope.org/
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6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

To the early Wabag Lutheran Church leaders and to the NGLM missionaries, thank you so much for 
being living examples of Christians who have been faithful in your work with the Lord and in your walk 
with each other. By your examples I learned of the richness and blessings of living in cross-cultural 
relationships. I have learned the blessings of listening to others from another culture and growing from 
what they have to teach me. Thank you to current Gutnuis Lutheran Church members who are eager to 
maintain connections with the LCMS and with us missionaries and missionary kids. We all still have so 
much to learn about God and about each other. 

Colossians 3:16: “Let the word of God dwell in you richly as you admonish one another with all wisdom 
and as you sing songs, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your heart to God.” 

1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” 

 

Faye Reinhart (Canada) 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My (then) husband, Herb Schaan, and I served with New Guinea Lutheran Mission (NGLM) from 1966-
1979. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Herb graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri in 1966 and received a Call to be an 
evangelist missionary in PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

We spent two terms on Muritaka station. Then moved to Irelya for the last term where Herb served as 
Director of Evangelism. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

A payback killing took place literally on our doorstep in 1971. It sent the whole area into tribal warfare 
for months. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Herb and I divorced in 1994. I am married to Rev. George Reinhart. We are both retired. Herb lives in a 
long-term care home close by – he has suffered several strokes. 

 

Caroline Sanderson 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My grandparents, Edward & Phyllis Dicke, served for 20 years in PNG. My dad was born and raised there. I 
grew up hearing story after story about PNG and was finally able to visit last summer with my parents, Martin & 
Marie Dicke. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

My grandparents, Edward & Phyllis Dicke, served for 20 years in PNG. My dad was born and raised there. I 
grew up hearing story after story about PNG and was finally able to visit last summer with my parents, Martin & 
Marie Dicke. It was the trip of a lifetime. My life was so enriched by seeing the places, meeting the people, and 
eating the sweet potatoes that I had heard about for so long. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

I will never forget visiting the Wapenamanda church. We were greeted like old friends with such warmth and 
joy. Hearing the stories from people about how my grandparents and the other missionaries affected their lives 
was incredibly humbling. 
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5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I currently live in Iowa City, Iowa with my husband, Zach. I am studying medicine at the University of Iowa 
and have 3 years left. Zach just finished law school and will be working for a judge nearby. We enjoy our pet 
cat, spending time outside, and cooking fun and creative meals. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and 
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 

 

Roy Schache 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

1966-1979 Sawmiller/Carpenter. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Raised in family sawmill business in Mannum, South Australia. Went to PNG under contract as a 
sawmiller. Was always interested in serving on a mission field to help spread the Gospel. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Spent first two years at Sinali on Mt. Hagen range cutting lumber for Pausa High school and 
Mambisanda Hospital. Went to build airstrip in Paiela for four months. Married Judy Loth at Highland 
Lutheran School in 1970. Worked as C and E Committee Chair/Supervisor until formation of TORA 
Enterprises at which time I became the Construction Division Manager. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Working on the airstrip construction in the Paiela 1968 using picks, shovels, and wheelbarrows. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired professor of Construction Management at University of Central Missouri, Warrensburg, 
Missouri. Returned six times since 2006 to Enga to do maintenance and new buildings at Mambisanda 
and Timothy Lutheran Seminary at Birip. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and 
its members today? 

Keep the FAITH. 

 

Judy Schache 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Called 1964 – Stayed till 1979. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why 
you went to PNG. 

Nursing – Inspired by our congregation vicar. 
Visited LCMS Medical Mission and received call to 
PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Hospital nursing at Mambisanda 1964-70. 1970 married Roy Schache at Amapyaka. Returned to 
Mambis doing nursing till 1975. Moved to Yaibos. Worked at clinic and MCH clinics till 1979. 

 

Roy and Judy Schache 2019 



 

27 | Page 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

One year after Christmas, I was discarding the annual Christmas cards to clean out before furlough. 
Our house girl went thru them finding some money in the cards. She told me, “I really wanted to keep this 
but I know Jesus wants me to give it to you”!! 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

After returning from PNG – worked to support our family of four and put hubby through university for 
three degrees. Worked five years in hospital nursing operating room followed by 30 years public health 
nursing. Return to PNG for short-term projects x6 Mambis x1 and Timothy Lutheran Seminary x5. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Stay strong in the faith and maintain a close relationship with our Heavenly Father! Forgive as Jesus 
forgives us. Strive for unity. 

 

Dan Trinklein 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Taught at Irelya Primary School from 1969-1972. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

My wife and I were high school sweethearts and even while dating spoke often of getting married and 
being missionaries. She was a nurse, and I, a teacher. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

The challenge and adventure were awesome. The isolation and separation from family were difficult. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

I regularly told my students that one day they would lead their country. From my classes: 3 Members of 
Parliament, one governor, one acting Prime Minister, one provincial Superintendent of Education, and 
more. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired, love gardening and yard care, love woodworking, love fishing with grandkids, love reading, love 
travelling with my wife, Edie. 

6. What would you like to say to the 
GLC and its members today? 

Remember that you will be brothers 
and sisters in heaven, showing perfect 
love. Start to practice that love here and 
now, putting aside regional and clan 
hostility for the sake of Gospel 
proclamation. 

 

 

Edie Trinklein 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Former missionary. 

2. Briefly describe your background 
and why you went to PNG. 

Dan and Edie Trinklein 2013 
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Felt called as a child to be a medical missionary. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

It was extremely interesting getting involved with the local people and learning about their culture. I 
did well baby clinics and a lot of immunizing. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Sitting in a hut with a family native to PNG. I had bare feet and the family loved my feet and said they 
were like a baby’s. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

Retired, caring for grandchildren, volunteering at a clinic, women’s guild. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Keep the faith, continue to do God’s will and work despite the problems that are happening. The original 
early church also had many problems. 

 

Gary Tumlison 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Served as the Mambisanda dentist from 1974 to June 1976. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was a new Christian (Lutheran) thanks to my bride and Pastor Paul Martens. God used Pastor Martens (see 
enclosed testimonial) and Ernie Smith and "God thing" circumstances to call us. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

Our son Nathan was born there. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

A couple of broken jaws failed to heal after our best efforts. In one case after PNG Public Health Mount 
Hagen's worst efforts. Yet a little while later God healed them both. I was learning to PRAY. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

I am a retired grandfather of seven (soon 
to be nine, we pray for their adoption from 
Arkansas). I am finishing the last of 10 or 
14 dental mission trips to Honduras. These 
also served to visit our son Joel's family as 
he has served seven years there in a 
Christian hospital (Hospital Loma de Luz). 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC 
and its members today? 

I am so glad to hear of your ongoing 
missionary work. Grace and peace to you 
all. 

 

Mary Tumlison 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

My husband Gary was the Mambis dentist from January 1974-June 1976. 

 

Gary and Mary Tumlison 2007 
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2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

Grew up Lutheran. After graduating from nursing school and marrying Gary, our pastor in Memphis 
encouraged us to think of the mission field. For several years, we prayed and thought about it and the 
opportunity to come to PNG came from God and there we were. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

A beautiful time of living in that beautiful country. We had a two-year-old daughter when we arrived and 
her son was born in 1974. Got to know wonderful people – PNG people and missionaries. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

Going to a pig exchange – learning of the culture. Visiting different parts of the country. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

We have lived in Conway, Arkansas for 38 years. We have three grown children, seven grandchildren 
and two foster grandchildren we hope will soon be ours. Retired and enjoying some travel and easy day-
to-day life. We are blessed and thankful to our good God. Very involved in Peace Lutheran Church here. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

We love you. You have been a great source of joy – seeing you again and hearing of your faith and 
growth in the Lord. 

 

Delmer Weinhold 

1. What is your connection to PNG? 

Former medical missionary 1967-1982 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

A time of joy, disappointment, challenge; enjoyed working and visiting with Yupere, Lyakae, Martin, 
Pakea, Taeyoko (Dr. Pyakalyia), Jenny, others whose names escape me now, numerous expatriates at 
the hospital and outposts. Got to play in the lab 
and with the hydroelectric generator, take a turn 
preaching in chapel, sharing the Bible at work with 
co-workers, traveling to outposts to improve lab 
testing, helping with a health survey in the Saka-
Raiakam area, and helping to procure a large 
diesel generator to serve the Pausa-Mambisanda-
Wapenamanda area except Wap. got their own, 
and help restore the hydroelectric facility after a 
flood damaged it. Enjoyed hiking along the rivers, 
up the mountains, and through the pig ditches 
hoping to see a Bird of Paradise and not meet a 
cassorary. Left in difficult circumstance to realize 
I'm a sinner saved by God's grace in Jesus and to 
trust His Word and Holy Spirit for living. 

4. What is one memorable story from your 
time in PNG? 

A med tech story: first day on the job at Mambisanda, Yupere and I were checking a patient's 
hemolglobin; it was 4 g/dL and I panicked; we hurried to procure blood and crossmatch it which probably 
took a couple hours. We took the blood to transfuse the patient who wasn't on her bed and I thought was 
probably dead; she was out walking in the yard between the wards. This was the first of many times I 
learned that God is taking care of His own and how amazing He created our bodies to adapt to difficult 
situations such as heavy hookworm infestations and gradual loss of blood. 

Delmar and Barb Weinhold 2013 
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5. Tell us a little bit about your life now. 

Enjoying life with wife Barb almost 3 yrs now, helping maintain our home on a lake, attending Bible 
study and serving our congregation, Trinity, Park Hills, MO, singing German music with Liederkranz in St. 
Louis, hearing Bach at the Sem regularly, playing in a hospital lab occasionally, visiting with children and 
grandchildren, brothers and sisters, traveling to places like Israel and Germany, helping some people with 
special needs and delivering meals from the Senior Center. Oh yes, and doing a little sailing. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

Similar to what Paul wrote to the Colossians: To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in 
Papua New Guinea: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. We give 
thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of your 
faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in 
heaven, of which you heard before in the work of the truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has 
also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit and growing, as it is also among you since the day you 
heard and knew the grace of God in truth. 

Trust the Holy Spirit through God's Word every day. 

 

Garry and Charla Wolff 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Teacher at Mambisanda and Yaibos Primary T Schools and St. Paul’s High School at Pausa. 

2. Briefly describe your background and why you went to PNG. 

I was born in a farming community at Altamont, Illinois. After high school I attended Concordia  
River Forest to become a Lutheran school teacher. Upon graduation from Concordia in May 1963 I was 
given a call from the LCMS Board for Missions to be a teacher in Papua New Guinea. 

3. Tell us about your time in PNG. 

I served as a teacher at Mambisanda Primary T School for three years, teacher and headmaster at 
Yaibos Primary T School for five years, interim Mission Education Officer for one year. Teacher and 
Social Science Subject Master at St. Paul’s Lutheran High School Pausa for two years. 

4. What is one memorable story from your time in PNG?  

In 1964 one of the boys in my Preparatory Class at Mambisanda Primary T School was Beto Mark. 
Beto lived at the Mukaramanda Agricultural Station where his father, Mark, was a supervisor of activities 
at the station. Beto attended classes at Mambisanda Primary T School until it closed at the end of the 
1966 school year. At that time I was assigned to Yaibos Primary T School so several students from 
Mambisanda Primary T came to Yaibos to continue their Primary T School education. At the end of 
Standard Six, tests were taken and Beto did well enough to become eligible to attend High School. Beto 
attended St. Paul’s Lutheran High School at Pausa. After High School Beto attended a teacher’s college 
and also did some post-graduate studies at a university in Australia. Today he is known as Gary Beto 
Mark and is the Principal at St. Paul’s Lutheran High School. Beto took on the name Gary when my family 
left PNG in December 1975. 

5. Tell us a little bit about your life now.  

After PNG my brother and I operated our family dairy farm until 1996. Betweem 1997 and 2003 I served 
as Language Arts Teacher at Altamont Lutheran Interparish School, Altamont, Illinois. After that I worked 
for a carpenter for several years and now I work as a relief milker at a small dairy farm. 

6. What would you like to say to the GLC and its members today? 

2 john 7-11. We pray that you will be faithful to the teachings you have received based on God’s Word. 
May God bless you as you share the Good News of Jesus with other people. 
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Bronwyn Wolff 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  

Parents (Gary and Charla) and was born there. 

2. Briefly describe your 
background and why you 
went to PNG. 

I was born while parents 
were in PNG. 

3. Tell us about your time 
in PNG. 

Left when I was a baby. 

5. Tell us a little bit about 
your life now.  

I’m an Emergency Room 
RN. I have a daughter 
(Laura) who just graduated 
from high school. 

 

Caleb and Stephanie Wolff 

1. What is your connection to PNG?  
    Caleb’s parents served as missionaries there. 

Wolffs 2015: (l-r) Patrick and Amanda Densmore, Bronwyn Wolff, Laura 

Asplin, Charla and Garry Wolff and Stephanie and Caleb Wolff. 


