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Let us return and visit the Brothers ... where we proclaimed the Word of the Lord  
and see how they are doing. Acts 15:36 

 

     The banner picture at the top of this page introduces the new Papua New Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS) 
website - pngmissionsociety.org.  It shows the school assembly of students at Wamapisa Lutheran Primary School, 
Yaramanda, a model Lutheran primary school in the Gutnius Lutheran Church of Papua New Guinea (GLCPNG).  The 
school is just one of the many GLCPNG primary schools that have been working with PNGMS to maintain and 
improve primary instruction and curriculum in Christian Religious Education.  The full story of this work, and other 
PNGMS projects, can be found under the project menu item on the new website. 
       Other features of the website include: (1) a page for each of the missionary gatherings (bungs) which have been 
held since the 1998 celebration in both St. Louis, USA and Adelaide, Australia of 50 years since the beginning of the 
Lutheran mission work in Enga in 1948; (2) a “newsletter” page with links to each of the PNGMS Liklik Tok 
publications since May 2009; and (3) a very interesting “About Us” section  
with links to almost one hundred personal accounts of memories from former  
Australian and American Lutheran missionaries who were involved in the  
work of spreading the gospel to the Enga going back to the 1940s.  Pictures  
from the website are interspersed at one or two different points later in this  
newsletter.  Please send us a story of your PNG memories for the website. 

PNGMS Hosts New Website:  pngmissionsociety.org 
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The next Bung will be on July 2-4, 2021 in 
Boise, ID and will focus TCKs.  The article on 
pp. 3,4 and 5 hopes you will send your TCK 

experience to us in writing for sharing. 
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         “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”  That’s how I started my letter in the 
April newsletter and I cling to these words from Psalm 46.  As we continue to struggle with Covid19 in the 
US, cases in Papua New Guinea rise, with 419 as of the end of August.  Enga has not yet been affected, so 
the work of the church continues and the seminary at Birip is up and running. Because of turmoil in the 
Gutnius Lutheran Church (there now seem to be 3 separate groups), PNGMS has been asked not to send 
our usual subsidy until some sort of reconciliation occurs.  However, because many people feel that the 
seminary is vital to the life of the church, some anonymous donors have sent small donations to help out 
with food for the students and salaries for the teachers. It is our prayer that the turmoil within the church will 
subside.  In the midst of that turmoil, mission work continues in the GLC.  Pastors and evangelists are 
establishing new congregations in the Hagen area and also in the relatively new Hela Province.  Laymen 
and women have stepped up with contributions of food and financial gifts for the seminary and with building 
materials and supplies for new churches.  We pray that the Holy Spirit would soften the hearts of those in 
leadership positions, enable reconciliation and forgiveness, and bless the work of the Gutnius Lutheran 
Church! 
          We are still planning to have the bung in Boise next summer (see related articles), and we ask you to 
take some time to consider the future role of the Papua New Guinea Mission Society.  Though there are still 
many needs in the GLC, it is not our purpose to fulfill all of them. We continue to stress that we are partners,  
sharing expertise and other help when appropriate.  Our purpose in returning often and as PNGMS is to 
help develop, support and encourage leaders in the church to enable the spread of God’s Word.   
          In addition to considering the role of PNGMS, please prayerfully consider submitting your name to 
become a member of the PNGMS Board.  We will be electing officers at the Boise meeting.  We are 
seriously in need of a new treasurer as Roy Schache, after years of excellent service, will be retiring from 
that position next summer.  If you would like further info on the position, please email Roy 
(schache@embarqmail.com). Needless to say, all positions in PNGMS are unpaid.  Every penny that comes 
in is used to benefit the mission of the Gutnius Lutheran Church. 

 
God i stap wantaim yupela olgeta! 
Mary Anne 
 

 

Above, Rev. Ron Rall leads a pastors’ workshop at Timothy Lutheran Seminary Birip.  The Theological Education 
Project page of the new website details the multiple visits Ron and Mary Anne have made over more than ten years 
for this PNGMS effort to help GLC pastors with in-service training. 

Letter From PNGMS President Mary Anne Rall 

mailto:schache@embarqumail.com
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           Hello, my name is Andrew Luedtke and I’m a TCK.  (Yes… its ‘the phrase’ that many of you may know all 
AA attendees say before they share their story.) Just like alcohol, you never get over being a TCK, but there are 
some things I found that help me deal with it.  I didn’t realize I had a specific set of issues until 2006 when I read 
Third Culture Kids by Pollock and Van Reken.  I would read half a chapter and cry for a week.  Not the ‘dampen 
your cheeks’ sympathy tears, but, you know, the deep, heaving ‘I’m gonna throw up’ crying you do when 
something deep inside you gets identified and stirred up.  If you spent any time as a kid internationally you are a 
TCK too.   
          The goal of this article is to give a sample story and some questions to help PNG TCK’s write their own 
stories before the next Bung, July 2021 in Boise, ID.  The particular kind of vulnerability associated with being a 
TCK, is a known set of issues with language and concepts to help deal with the issues it raises.  The goal is that 
we provide space for TCK’s to experience some healing by sharing their story, and maybe find compatible stories 
that enable the journey toward wholeness.   
          One year from now, July 2021 in Boise Idaho, my current home-town, we will be hosting the PNGMS BUNG.  
The theme will center around missionary kids who are TCK’s.  I believe it will be an experience that helps others 
just as it did me.  Hearing other TCK’s and their stories is a part of healing for TCK’s.  We want to have PNG TCK’s 
share their stories, and we will compile them for everyone.  You can find all the stories from former missionaries on 
the new PNGMS website.  This article is like a guide to those who would like to share their story.  I’m going to 
share some of mine and then provide a short outline of guiding questions that might spark some thoughts for you.  
          My mom and dad are Jan and Todd Luedtke who served with the LCMS in PNG from 1969 through 1984, 
and then as volunteers with PNGMS from 2009 – 2018.  I was born at Mambisanda in Feb 1970 and lived in Enga 
till I was seven.  Dad taught at Amapayaka and Pausa.  I remember my days being filled with playing cowboys and 
Indians (I know not PC right…) Riding the little bus to school, playing tag and “rounders” with Mr. Green, struggling 
through writing with Mrs. Hilgendorf, failing at math with Mrs. Eckert, scaring the girls with rhinoceros beetles, 
Easter Sunrise service behind Kunerts house at Pausa, riding my bike, riding motorcycles (picture below), playing 
in the mud, vacationing in Madang at the guest house, snorkeling at Lion’s Beach, body surfing at the black sand 
beach, exploring the local gardens and swiping sugar cane.   Mom and Dad love to travel so I remember lobster on 
a beach in Indonesia, a wedding in the Australian outback, warm milk in Paris, lions in Kenya, dim sum in Hong 
Kong, the Dome of the Rock in Israel, buying olive wood Jesus’ carvings on the streets of the Old City of 
Jerusalem, big snakes in Bangkok, Disney in LA, a family farm in Illinois and clean trains in Tokyo. You know, just 
a normal life. 
          In 1977 we moved to MLS in Lae and I had to learn to adapt to an international community.  Our elementary 
school had 26 different nationalities and only 6 of us were from North America and that included Canada.  I learned 
the hard way what it was to be a minority since  
Americans were not liked, especially it seemed by  
Aussies.  I wasn’t able to get breathing room until  
I started fighting.  It got me in trouble, but nobody  
picked on me anymore.  Mom and dad decided not  
to send me ‘down south’ for high school.  They  
wanted to keep the family together so when it came  
time for me to enter 9th grade they prayed, and God  
very clearly directed us to return to the USA.  I  
always thought it would be amazing to ‘come home’  
to the US, but when we actually did and it was not  
all vacation and Disney Land, the reality of figuring  
out how to live in the States set in and I quickly  
realized I was not ‘normal.’ 
          Lutheran High School in Portland was a  
caring place to learn and for that I’m grateful.   
But just like any high school, teenagers need to  
find their way and that process can be brutal.  
My experiences added to that mix the additional  
‘baggage’ of having lived in an exotic location,  
traveled the world, seen, experienced and done  
things they couldn’t even imagine, or had only  
seen in National Geographic… (continued) 
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The crazy thing was all those experiences were ‘normal’ to me.   But unless I was willing to talk about things that 
interested them their eyes glazed over withing 20-30 seconds.  Yes, I actually counted to see how interested people 
would be.  I was not hated but not accepted either.  How to cope…?  I had learned from past mistakes and I wanted to 
be positive.  I focused my pain on academics and sports.  I’m above average at both, and with a highly motivated, pain 
fueled, anger driven effort I became quite proficient.  But running from your issues can only last so long.  I hit a wall by 
the end of high school and though I was able to earn a BS from The University of Oregon I had spent that time drifting 
questioning, rebelling…  God got in touch with me at the end of college.  Without drama I can say He came and spoke 
with me.  I asked Him to because I had concluded that all religions were essentially the same even though they were 
each culturally unique, even Christianity.  The only thing that would give Christianity an edge was if God in Jesus were 
actually real.  I was at an end, desperate to stop drifting so I begged Him to show up.  
          He did… and my life changed.  I just wanted people to know how astonishing and life-changing His love is.  I 
spent the next 20 years in Idaho working at an LCMS camp, getting married, growing a family, serving as a youth and 
family pastor in an LCMS, Presbyterian, and ELCA congregation and helping to plant a Christian Church. It was during 
this time getting my Masters at Fuller Seminary that I read Third Culture Kids and it rocked my world, but at the same 
time ministry had become empty.  My motivation had shifted subtly, and it was about performance and perceptions 
and program… I knew I needed leave to rediscover my love for Jesus. In 2013 I withdrew from ministry and began a 
career in transport. 
          The Children of missionaries, some of whom are pictured below at the 2019 PNGMS bung in St. Louis, raised 
on the field in PNG are a special blend of vulnerable people.  In scripture we can identify them as part of a group 
called sojourners or strangers.   Israel is reminded to be compassionate toward them.  Ex 23:9 “You shall not oppress 
a temporary resident for you know the heart of the stranger and sojourner, seeing you were strangers and sojourners 
in the land of Egypt.” The Stranger and sojourner are often mentioned in the same verses and category as the widow 
and the orphan because of the vulnerability they endure.  Ps 94:6 They slay the widow and the transient stranger and 
murder the unprotected orphan.  
          The following is a three-part list of questions to use as a basic format for a 2-3 page reflection, “Your Story.”  It 
can obviously be longer or shorter if you like. 
 

  
 
We will be offering the Bung via live-feed for all the group proceedings that weekend.  No matter where in the 
world you are, Australia, India, USA, Canada, Asia, Russia, Europe, Africa… you can be a part and connect 
with other PNG TCK’s  
 
The World as best you remember it: (Questions to get us thinking…) 
I was born (where, when) My parents are…?  I moved to/born in PNG (when, where, for how long) I enjoyed PNG 
because…?  I disliked PNG because…? Where was home?  Where were your friends from?  How often did you 
move?  Do you have a significant furlough experience?  Where did you attend school?  Significant school memories? 
What did you think of your parent’s culture?  What cultures did you identify with/enjoy, or not?  What were your 
struggles, joys?  Where did you get your sense of grounding… school, peers, parents, culture, church…?  What was 
adjusting to returning to your parents’ home culture like?  Did you feel like a foreigner, a hidden immigrant, adopted or 
did your try and mirror the culture?  Do you appreciate your overseas upbringing or regret it?  Why?  (continued…) 
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Mission Central: Iowa 

 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

maintains a website with a link to all of their missionaries 

currently serving the Lord overseas - 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries    The website provides 

prayer information and service information for each 

missionary and also indicates how Lutherans in the USA 

can support them. 

 

Mission Central in Iowa partners with the LCMS 

in telling the story of God’s work around the world through 

LCMS missionaries.  Its mission is  "Telling more and 

more people about Jesus, so that there will be more 

people in our real home in heaven."  Its vision is "Every 

Christian praying for and PERSONALLY supporting a 

missionary or mission project!"    website:   

http://www.missioncentral.us 

 

            Lutherans Engage the World is an LCMS 
publication that contains information about mission 
projects and personnel in various countries of the world.  
It aims to engage the church in the work of witness and 
mercy throughout the world in our life together as the 
LCMS.  Access it on the web at the following url.   
http://www.lcms.org/lutheransengage 

 

Lutherans Engage the World 

 

 

PNGMS Board Members 
 

President:  Mary Anne Rall        
rallpela@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President:  Todd Luedtke 
tluedtkepng@gmail.com 

Recording Secretary:  Carrie Koehn 
koehnca@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Roy Schache 
schache@embarqmail.com 

 
Board Members: Norita Kath,  Janet 
Luedtke, Emily Rall, Dan Trinklein 

 
PNGMS 

PO Box 661 
Warrensburg, MO 64093-0661 

 

 

LCMS Missionary Website 

 

Mission of Christ Network 

           The Mission of Christ Network is a Christian 
outreach  organization that enables lay workers to 
effectively work in God’s mission internationally.  
Individuals trained, sent and supported by MCN 
discover their place as God’s instruments of witness 
and love at home and abroad.  It is based in Concordia 
Missouri.  There is more detailed information at 
missionofchristnetwork.org 

 

Your TCK Profile? (Questions to get us thinking…) 
Compare how your expanded view of the world is a benefit 
and a source of pain.  Describe your experience of enjoying 
many cultures while being ignorant of the subtleties of your 
‘home’ culture.  Compare your adaptability to your lack of 
deep cultural engagement.  How do you balance blending in 
with keeping your identity? Are you able to focus on the now 
instead of always looking forward to the ‘new and different?   
Do you need to constantly move? Do you typically go deep 
early in relationships?  How has losing many friends over the 
years influenced your relationships now?  Did you find 
yourself rebelling later in life rather than the teen years?  
What hidden losses do you sense/know within you?  Have 
you felt the permission to grieve over the losses in your life?  
Have you had time to process? How have you expressed 
your unresolved grief?  
 
Building a foundation (leveraging TCK uniqueness for 
wholeness…) 
What strategies do you employ now in transition to help you 
cope?  What have you learned about reconciliation in relation 
to moving on?  If you have children how do you prep them for 
transition?  How do you provide for your kids’ education and 
cultural exposure?  What unique family traditions have 
emerged in your life?  What artifacts/objects do you find 
yourself hanging on to…why? How do you deal with false 
fears and expectations differently now than before?  Do you 
have someone to talk with that can identify with your 
experiences?  Have you named yourself a TCK yet?  How 
does knowing you are a TCK help you?  What negative 
behavior patterns can you trace to TCK issues?  Can you 
name your losses, wounds, choices, blessings?   
 
So PNG TCKs – please compose a short 2-3 page 
reflection of your TCK experience and email it to 
tluedtkepng@gmail.com for sharing at the 2021 bung. 

 

Pioneer missionaries Otto and Jill Hintze and Bill and Elanor 
Burce pictured at the PNGMS bung in 2003.  (See the related 
post on the new website pngmissionsociety.org) 

http://www.lcms.org/Missionaries
mailto:rallpela@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tluedtkepng@gmail.com
mailto:koehnca@gmail.com
mailto:schache@embarqmail.com
mailto:tluedtkepng@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

          Covid-19 continues to make itself felt on PNG despite having fewer than 500 people who have tested 
positive for the coronavirus to date.  International travel either to enter or depart PNG is very difficult to 
coordinate.  In Port Moresby where most of the cases have been identified, local travel, offices, schools, 
businesses, and markets have various restrictions.  
          However, in Enga, we have not seen many overt changes.  Schools, businesses, PMVs, and sports 
activities carry on without any apparent concessions to the coronavirus.  A closer look, though, shows that 
COVID-19 has made an impact.   
           One very significant change is that LCMS, which has experienced major funding challenges because 
of the virus, has had to step back from its financial support of ministries of the Gutnius Lutheran Church.  This 
has left the Bible Schools and Timothy Lutheran Seminary without their main financial support.  Thankfully, 
the seminary and several of the Bible Schools are continuing to hold classes.   
Local support has stepped up with "coins,"  
kaukau, and kumu and some outside support  
has gratefully been received by TLS.  This  
doesn't cover all the expenses, but is a great  
blessing as the schools strive to reach the  
end of the school year in December.   
          In the photo (right), Nita, wife of teacher  
Pastor Lata is selling beans.  This is one  
way she can add to their family's budget as  
well as having students and staff enjoy a  
nutritious snack. 
          
.  

 
 

 
     

 

          Highlands Lutheran International School has undertaken 
several measures to avoid COVID-19.  Pam Liu reports that 
they actively wash hands, disinfect surfaces, and have hand 
sanitizer and tissue available for students.  Her students are 
making face coverings for themselves. With the new Early 
Childhood Complex (picture at top of page) now fully in use, it 
is easier for students to be physically distant in classes.  Two 
chapel services are now conducted rather than one large 
gathering, and there are three handwashing stations for the 
campus (picture at left).   Well done, HLIS!  
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Julie Lutz Notes Continued 

          I do not know how most congregations of the Gutnius Lutheran Church handled this, but our local 
Mambis pidgin congregation had a long struggle to find a way to conduct communion without using a 
common cup which had been their  
practice.  We were excited when  
Pastor Kiponge, former chaplain at  
Immanuel Lutheran Hospital, located  
some small individual cups which had 
been used decades ago -- perhaps  
brought to PNG by one of you  
reading this.  The elders asked Anton 
to make a holder for the cups and  
this past Sunday, we celebrated  
Communion the first time since  
before Easter.    
 
What a blessing! 
Julie Lutz. 
 

 

More Pictures From the New Website 

 

 

Top left: Harvey Kath 
Paiela baptism 1960s 
Top right:  Trevor and 
Linda Starick with sons 
Scott, Nathan, Neville and 
Brett in Australia 1990s 
Left: 2011 Baptism, 
confirmation and 
communion in the Kandep. 
Pngmissionsociety.org  
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HLIS Notes from Pam and Ezekiel 

From Pam.  School is up and running for 2020 despite Covid-19. The new buildings include the 9 in 1 
Primary School Building (picture top of page 6).  We have moved in already and we are learning and 
teaching there. The 52-person Girls' dorm (top left below) is funded  
by the Enga Provincial Government under governor Sir Peter Ipatas  
and is nearing completion. The Administration Building (picture  
bottom left) is in use also.  The high school is having classes there,  
and the offices are in use. The Library is in it too (fiction section  
picture at right). The three in one science Lab (picture below right)  
is coming up slowly after the first group of workers left.  We're  
planning the opening of the Admin Building and the new Primary 
School Building on Sept. 18 and openings for other buildings later. 
The new library is using the books PNGMS sent.  We are also using  
the Treasure series of language arts texts in the classroom. 

          The next projects the board is planning include a chapel and a replacement residence for the principal's 
house, and they are also looking into issues with fencing, a generator for electricity and water supply.  
          HLIS faculty and staff represent an interesting mix of denominations, and the school needs a strong 
Christian engine and mission that is active among the students, teachers, staff and community. The school is 
very fortunate now to have Mr. Henry Kapao as caretaker principal who is a strong Lutheran.  A big number 
(60-80) of Enga Teachers College students are accommodated at the school and this mix creates challenges. 
Pastor John Pupu as chaplain has been freed of teaching duties to provide pastoral care and counseling. 
Nispel Was has been given teaching duties in CRE.  The school board is seeking overseas faculty. 
          HLIS has been nominated by the EPG as a School of Excellence for science. EPG sees HLIS as a 
model school for developing more science graduates in Grade 12 who can access the universities in PNG. 

From Ezekiel.   HLIS is rebuilding 
rapidly after the fires of 2018 and 2019 
and was ranked tenth among secondary 
schools in PNG in 2019.  The Enga 
Provincial Government has funded the 
new administration building and the new 
female dormitory for close to 3 million 
kina, and the school’s project account 
has spent 1 million kina on the new 9-1 
primary building and the 3-1 science lab. 
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