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              LIKLIK TOK                                      March 2023 
 

         Let us return and visit the brothers (and sisters) ...where we proclaimed  

                 the Word of the Lord and see how they are doing.  Acts 15:36 
 

NEWS FLASH!  The Papua New Guinea Mission Society Board, during its January 28 

meeting, has scheduled June 28, 29 and 30 of 2024 (next year) for our next BUNG.  It will be 
held at Timothy Lutheran Church in St Louis, Missouri.  We are also planning on providing 
Zoom coverage for the entire Bung. 
Other items from the recent Board meeting were: 
1. Ron and Mary Anne were planning on and have now returned to PNG to continue their 

ministry among the Enga people, focusing on their work at St Timothy Seminary at Birip. 
2. The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is funding US$3,900 for pastor in-service.  Also, the 

PNGMS Board approved US$5,000, some it to be used to help 6 students from Mendi 
attend Birip, $2,000 be given, over time, to MAF for Tari students’ travel, and $1,000 for 
“work mission”.   In addition, if all goes well, the LCMS will also release other funds they 
have been holding for Bible Schools. 

3. The PNGMS Board also approved US$2000 for each of the three Bible Schools currently 
in operation to pay their teachers’ salaries or food for their students. 

4. Bob Holst is looking into the translation of some Arch Books into the Enga language.   
5. Roy and Judy Schache were approved for their return trip to PNG to work on the teachers 

duplex at Birip.   
6. Phil Kopitske will be returning to PNG for more solar installations, funded by the Jacob 

Luke Foundation. 
7. Todd Luedtke proposed a new Mission Statement for the Papua New Guinea Mission 

Society.  It was decided to publish both the old and the new Mission Statements in this 
newsletter and solicit questions, comments, recommended changes by May 1st before 
final approval by the Board.  (See page 3 in this newsletter) 
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Dear Members and Friends of the PNGMS! 
          It has been an exciting year for the Mission Society—several 
members served in PNG, many left this earth to celebrate in heaven, 
many attended a wonderful bung in Boise and hopefully, all of us had 
some connection to our brothers and sisters in Papua New Guinea! 
         You will read short reports from Roy and Judy Schache, Krista Adler 
Young, Shirley Miske and David Lumpp, Phil Kopitske and Ron and me! 
       Things have changed significantly in the past year with the contested 
elections for the head bishop position. It has been especially difficult for 
the teachers at the Seminary, but they are faithful servants. Many young 
men took the entrance test recently so there should be a good class of 
first year students in February.  
         Ron and I were able to travel to PNG for the first term. We feel 
privileged to be part of the Seminary team. ALL the pastors and students 
need good theology and support in their ministries, and ALL of us can be 
part of that support!     

   Speaking of support…we are in desperate need of a treasurer!  Roy Schache has held the position 
for many years and he is (and has been!) ready to hand that responsibility over to someone else. If you 
are interested, please email me.  Roy would be happy to show you the ropes and be available for advice 
and help in the future. 

   Be sure to check out the PNGMS website: https://pngmissionsociety.org/tck-bung-2022 . Todd has 
done a wonderful job of keeping it updated.  

   Many thanks to Todd Luedtke for editing our newsletter for the past several years and thanks to 
Dan Kunert for taking over the task! (We keep Todd in our prayers as he is experiencing severe vision 

problems.)            Mary Anne Rall  

Report from Mary Anne and Ron Rall:   

         We left for PNG shortly after the Bung in Boise and heard the shocking news of Jacob Luke’s death 
on our way! Jacob’s death impacted many aspects of our stay in PNG this time. We were privileged to 
be a part of his funeral. Ron was honored to preach at the funeral at Jacob’s home at Lakolam. The 400 
car procession from Hagen to Lakolam was amazing! 
       During our stay at Birip, we were joined for a week by Shirley Miske and her husband, David 
Lumpp—friends of Bob Holst and wonderful people! Shirley’s 
educational consultant company was hired by Jacob Luke during 
our summer to advise Concordia School, Lakolam.   Shirley has 
just finished the report on the school, full of advice on making it a 
top notch school in Enga. Shirley and David spent most of their 
time at Lakolam, but we were happy that they spent their final 
week  with us at Birip.        
       Our second visitor was Krista Adler Young. She spent almost 
a month with us, distributing books from CPH—a gift of thousands 
of books and soccer balls for all the Lutheran primary and 
elementary schools in Enga. There are still so many schools in the  
Highlands with no textbooks,  so the teachers  were very 
excited to received these gifts! 
      Our final visitor was Phil Kopitske. His trip was financed by the 
Jacob Luke Foundation (as was Shirley and David’s). Phil worked 
on getting solar power set up for the Lakolam school as well as 
Monokam village, Ezekiel Peter’s house, and Timothy Seminary 

                   LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
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(yeah!!). There were a few glitches at the seminary, but I think everything is working at this point. Now 
the students can study at night and not worry about PNG Power—which is seldom operating! Phil spent 
most of his time at Lakolam, but we were able to snag him for a couple of nights at the end of his stay. 
        Ron taught Years 1,2 and 4 at the Seminary.  There were 20 students on campus. John Nathan is 
still the Seminary Principal, even though he was elected Head Bishop in June, replacing Niketomas who 
retired at that time.  There is some disagreement on the head bishop position.  There are now three men 
contending that they are the head bishop.  Only the GLC can work that out; until then, Ron continues to 
give TLS students a good theological base. We tried to stay out of any divisive activity and spent our time 
supporting the Seminary students and visiting congregations.  Hopefully, we will hold an in-service for 
pastors on our next trip.     The  pastors are in need of  additional training.      Some of them have had no 
Continuing Ed classes for years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We would also like to continue to call attention to our PNGMS website, which contains historical 
articles, pictures of all of the PNGMS bungs since1998 and all of the PNGMS newsletters since 2009. 
The section which contains memories written by former missionaries to the Enga continues to need 
the input of many as we seek to complete this project.   Please send us the story of your 
experiences in PNG for us to include in this historical project, if you haven’t already.  You may 
check out the current entries at our Website url: www.pngmissionsociety.org 

PROPOSED NEW MISSION STATEMENT:  
The Papua New Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS) partners with the Gutnius Lutheran Church of 
Papua New Guinea (GLCPNG) to build up and extend the Kingdom of God in Papua New Guinea, 
specifically, to:  
1) Facilitate new mission efforts by the GLC including church planting,  
2) Facilitate kingdom projects in theological education,  
3) Provide resources to Christian Religious Education at all levels,  
4) Sponsor travel to and from PNG for select mission personnel, and  
5) Provide information and opportunity for continued connection between former missionaries  
and the GLCPNG. 

T    The current Mission Statement reads as follows: 

1.   The purpose of the Papua New Guinea Mission Society (PNGMS) is to provide opportunities 
for   its members to share in building up and extending the Lutheran church in Papua New Guinea. 
2.   PNGMS aims to be a faithful instrument of the Kingdom of Christ and of God, in which, through 
the Gospel, God opposes and defeats the insurgency of sin, death, and the devil, extending 
salvation to the lost everywhere by the forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ, his 
crucified and risen Son, Our Lord. 
3.   The Gospel is the message of the cross, that God was in Christ,  reconciling the World to him-   
self (Corinthians 5:19).  There is no other Good News for the world. 
4.   The Holy Scriptures are the pure and clear fountain of Israel from which alone all true Christian    
doctrine is drawn.  PNGMS pledges to teach according to the confessions in the Book of Concord 
of 1580 because they are drawn from and based upon the Holy Scriptures. 
5.   Toward achievement of its purpose PNGMS gladly and thankfully works together with others, 
individuals, church and synodical agencies, congregations, districts, auxiliaries, societies, 
etc.  This explicitly and especially includes the Lutheran community in Papua New Guinea. 
6.   In  obedience to the cross  PNGMS is totally and joyfully dependent upon the  Holy  Spirit for 
every  need and resource. 
7.   PNGMS pledges bold, judicious, accountable, and transparent management and deployment 
of all resources entrusted to it. 
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Report from Roy and Judy Schache: 

       We've been hard-at-it since arriving mid-September, 2022. A 
team of seven carpenters were ready to start on the classroom 
project soon after we arrived. The lumber had already arrived in 
January, so it was well seasoned by the time it was needed. Roy 
hired two more new workers to train as carpenters, so now the 
team increased to nine - the largest of all teams since returning 
in 2006. 
      The guys worked very well, and progress was rewarding. 
Pretty soon the inside walls of both classrooms were lined with 
plywood. Next was the tedious job of nailing the 600mm X 600mm 
grid pattern for the plywood ceiling. If the starting section was not 
square or in the right place, the whole grid pattern would be 
useless and out of square. This was a good time to teach the 3, 
4, 5 measuring system or Pythagoras Theorem. The lights were 
kept in the same place and Philip Kopitske came to install a solar 
system and to run the wires before the ceiling plywood was nailed 

in place.  
      Kuri, who had been working with me since the 
first project in 2006, was the painter, and 
surprisingly, the guys chose light colors for the 
walls. The bottom exterior walls received a 1.300m 
covering of galvanized "V"-crimp sheeting and most 
of the exterior trim and window frames were painted 
a darker contrasting blue. The desks were sanded 
and given 2 coats of urethane varnish. The last of 
three tanks of the water tank project was completed, 
and, by adding an entry sidewalk to the classroom, 
the project was completed before time and under 
budget. 
      So now at the mid-November writing, we are 
finishing the new workshop project and restoring the utility shed to its original usefulness. Much of the 
electrical in the new workshop was completed, but the main power line was not extended to this new 
workshop. An electric meter and circuit breaker was installed inside the shed for power usage 
management. All the machinery and necessary items have been moved to the new workshop.        

       The Bel-Isi house on top of the hill needs repairs immediately. 
The plastic verandah roof needs replacing and there is a bad roof 
leak above the kitchen which needs attention. The plywood ceiling 
is completely rotted through and in time the floor is next. Another 
job ... the shut-off valves in the shower facilities are all broken and 
the drains are not functioning properly ... Roy can you fix these? 
There's also a power pole leaning with wires hanging very low that 
needs attention.  
       On the other hand, Judy sees to all the daily medical needs of 
the community. Although Covid doesn't appear that prevalent, the 
normal cold/flu season is affecting a lot of people. Scabies is also 
a problem amongst the families. Judy is busy now with taking sem 
students to get their dental work done after the health fair that she 
organized here at Birip with the Wabag doctors. All the students 
have some type of medical/dental needs. 



5 
 

      We also volunteered to make the priest clothes/graduation gowns for the seven graduates this year. 
Boy, what a challenge. Roy does all the measuring, and cutting, while Judy sews and presses. The 
biggest challenge was having a continuous power supply when needed and our awake hours are not 
between 10pm-7am when the power seems to be available in Enga. 
      We could talk more, but life has it's ups-and-downs wherever you are, and we'll leave it at that. God 
has been good to us. No major catastrophes to mention. We'll be seeing some of you in the New Year of 
2023. Please keep the snow away, and welcome us with sunshine. 
 
God's Peace .... the Schaches. 

 

Report from Krista 
Young: 

       I am so grateful to 
the PNGMS for 
sponsoring my recent trip 
to PNG. It was an 
amazing experience, both 
professionally and 
personally. As a Director 
of Christian Education, 
equipping leaders to 
teach the faith has been a 
passion of mine. I love 
resources that enable 
people to share God’s 
word and see students 
grow in faith. So, I was 
thrilled to be allowed to 
travel around the Enga 
providence with Rev Ron 
and Mary Anne Rall to share the donated CPH books with teachers at the Lutheran Schools.  The books 
will be useful in helping them teaching the Bible as well as good Lutheran understanding for the young 
generation.  
      There are so many wonderful highlights to share, we would need a much longer newsletter. One of 
my most cherished experiences was hearing the children sing at several congregations we visited. There 
is a lovely song about how thankful they are for the missionaries bringing God’s word across the ocean 
and over the mountains to them. It was fascinating to wonder what life would be like for them without the 
knowledge of salvation and the ability to read about God’s love in His words.  
      I was humbled by the genuine thankfulness the people of the highlands felt towards LCMS 
missionaries who brought them the knowledge of the gift of salvation and the warm welcome everywhere 
we went. 
      I was also struck by the similarities in cultural aspects from PNG to East Africa where we lived for six 
years. It also brought back so many memories of childhood and my heart missed my Mom and Dad 
deeply as I visited the places they had been. If God allows it, I would love to return to PNG again in the 
future. Thank you so much for the opportunity.  
  
DCE Krista Young, Mission Advancement    Krista.Young@lcms.org 
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod     +1 (919) 449-4386 

 

mailto:Krista.Young@lcms.org
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Report from Shirley Miske and her husband, 
David Lumpp: 

       Following years of encouragement—not to mention 
inspiration—from former PNG missionaries Bob and Lynne Holst, 
Shirley Miske and David Lumpp made their first trip to PNG for 
roughly the month of September 2022. (They arrived on August 30 
and departed in October.) 
      There, in both Birip and Lakolam, they worked in close 
cooperation with (and enjoyed the hospitality of) Ron and Mary 
Anne Rall. David’s association with Ron goes back to their graduate 
school days together in St. Louis in the early 1980s. David and 
Shirley came under the sponsorship of the Jacob Luke Foundation, 
having had the privilege of an extended lunch meeting with the late 
Chief and with Ezekiel Peter when they visited the Twin Cities in 
July.  

      In PNG, Shirley’s work centered in moving Chief Luke’s vision of a bilingual Enga and English early 
childhood program at Concordia Lutheran School in Lakolam toward fruition. To that end, she visited 
Lutheran agency schools; observed classes; and met with teachers, school leaders, and local officials of 
Enga province (including the governor). Along the way, she solicited the expert counsel of her colleagues 
in education, linguistics (among them new friends at SIL), and anthropology.  
      The data she gathered in PNG and the input from her conversations with these colleagues have come 
together in her written “Strengths and Needs Assessment,” the recommendations of which are designed 
to be a significant step in the realization of Jacob Luke’s academic and Christian aspirations for the 
education of PNG children in and around Lakolam. 
      Meanwhile, David’s work entailed leading a workshop in Lakolam for area pastors of the Gutnius 
Lutheran Church (on September 14-15) and subsequently teaching for two days at the Bible School 
(September 19-20), also in Lakolam. 
      David and Shirley prepared for their trip to PNG in part by studying the contributions of PNGMS 
missionaries going back to 1948. Their regard for the achievements of these missionaries—and their 
sense of thanksgiving for the substance and enormous scope of this work—only increased with their time 
in PNG.  

Report from Phil Kopikske: 

Hi.  My name is Phil Kopitske.  I lived in PNG on 
and off from 1960 (7 months old) through 1974 
when we returned to the US.  This is a summary 
of a recent 30 day trip to PNG. 
       I retired from GE in February of this year 
where I worked in Manufacturing, gathering plant 
production and quality data into computer 
systems.  During Jacob Luke’s visit to the US in 
June and July this past summer he visited my 
home to tour my back yard solar system.   We 
used Google Earth to view Lakolam and 
Monokam satellite images, and we talked about 
the need for Solar in those home villages where 
he planned to live out his retirement year.  He 
invited me to visit PNG but passed away soon 
after returning to his retirement home in Lakolam. 

  Goroka Show: from left, Victoria, Vanilla and Ezekiel  
      Peter, Micha Imbu, Phil Kopitske, Ban Andare,   
     Lennie Peter, David Lumpp, and Shirley Miske          
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       Despite, or perhaps spurred on by his passing, I was a guest of the Jacob Luke Foundation for 30 
days during September 2022 at Mukures, Jacob's retirement home at Lakolam which lies along the 
Highlands Highway 10 miles west of Wabag Town, and about halfway to Surunki.  During that time, I 
used a drone to carry out 49 solar assessments of the homes, schools, teacher's residences, and 
churches in both Lakolam and Monokam at the Southern and Northern extents of the Titi tribe's lands.  
       The Titi tribe is one of the larger tribes in Enga, having around 5,000 members, so large in fact that 
people often marry within the tribe rather than into neighboring tribes.  The Jacob Luke Foundation will 
partner with Mapai Transport Limited and the PNG and Australian government's rural electrification 

program Pawarim Komuniti, https://pawarimkomuniti.org.pg, which allows for grants of up to 5 Million 
Kina each.  The governmental program's goal is to reach 90% of PNG's rural population by 2030, but 
also to support business development in rural communities. 
        

 
    Team Solar at Work on Pastor Willie’s Roof                               Pastor Willie’s Home 

        Both Lakolam and Monokam have market buildings with roofs with room for 24 to 72 solar panels, 
so in those proposals I also recommended the purchase of flour milling machines, compressed earth and 
cement brick making machines, and oil fryers to support local job creation.  Flours can be milled from 
dried and shredded sweet potato, casava root, potatoes, and even breadfruit.  A single flour mill, which 
only costs $500 to $1000 US depending on size can create 200 jobs for shredders and dryers of feed 
stock.  Other business incubator technology includes sewing machines, plastic bottle chippers, 
construction of solar awnings, carports, and ground panel mounts, and community stores.  Also web sites 
for global sales of art and other tourist marked hand goods. 
       For the vast majority of the Titi tribe there are no electrical appliances in the home, so a simple solar 
panel with a storage battery and four LED lights on 16 foot USB 2.0 cables plus the available cell phone 
charging represents the entry point for electrification, and cost $50 US.  Cell phones can be purchased 
for $20 US and voice and data can be added at trade stores.  The recommended solar systems for homes 
with appliances, like teacher's and pastor's homes, includes 12 solar panels that can gather 20 kilowatt 
hours per day on average, a battery bank that can store 30 kilowatt hours, and an inverter/battery charger 
that operates at the 50 Hz / 240 volts typical of the region.  For larger buildings like schools, up to six of 
these systems can be combined to support cooking meals on induction cooktops, servers for supporting 
distance learning and web site hosting, classroom AV equipment, and lighting. 
       In addition to providing assessments for 48 buildings, part of my responsibility also included training 
Team Solar, a group of five young men that will be relied on in the years to come to carry out the 
installations of all these systems should the grant application succeed.  As a way of providing real-world  
 

        

https://pawarimkomuniti.org.pg/
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experience, we installed five small single panel systems with 12 volt car batteries and battery charge 
controllers.  The panels were donated by the Jacob Luke foundation, and the other equipment was funded 
by a combination of personal funds, the Papua New Guinea Mission Society, and the individuals receiving 
the systems. 

        
        
       On returning to PNG after 39 years (I visited for 2 weeks as a 23 year-old while in the US Navy), I 
was stuck again by the thousand shades of green, the clean air, the smiling people, and how much the 
distance have shrunk in my mind and in travel times.  Depending on the grant progress, I hope to return 
in 2023 to install a few larger systems and further train Team Solar.  I thank the Jacob Luke Foundation 
for making this trip possible, and the PNG Mission Society members, through the Ralls, who helped to 
fund systems installed in Birip offices, classrooms, and the chapel.  Phil Kopitske 

        

News from one of our missionaries who probably spent more time in PNG 
than anyone else, Dale Busse:  On August 13, I fell and broke my right leg just below the hip, 

I had surgery to put in a rod the next morning, spent some time in rehab and since then have been having 
therapy.  Son Dan was there to help when I went home.  It was soon determined that I was not able to 
stay by myself anymore. So I am now in Tennessee staying with Dan in McMinnville, out there on 24 
acres, with 29 sheep, a big garden, and his wife, Christine, who likes chickens. She has 30 some chickens.  
In a couple of weeks we will go up to Ohio to do the final cleaning , to make the final move to 
Tennessee.  My new address is: 7291 Beersheba Hwy., McMinnville, TN 37110. My cell phone remains 
(234) 817-0011. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

A note from the editor: 

Please let me know of any address changes, prayer requests, deaths of former missionaries, and any 
other information that would be helpful in keeping our Papua New Guinea Mission Society members 
informed of our changing circumstances.  You can reach me at dkunato@gmail.com, or 1 (808) 937-
1148, or at 1092 Kawailani St., Hilo, HI, 96720-3281.  Also, in addition to seeking a replacement to be 
our treasurer and give Roy Schache a break, we are also looking for a person to serve as editor of 
this newsletter since the old guy who just took over from Todd Luedtke is already really old and starting 
to lose his marbles!       Sincerely, Daniel J Kunert 

     30 Watt GVShine Lighting Kit                                  Jacob Luke’s Home at Lakolam 

mailto:dkunato@gmail.com

